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Me s sag e f r o M t h e Pr e s i d e n t

Dear Mercer Graduate:

On behalf of the entire Mercer University community, I congratulate you on the occasion of your graduation. You have 
achieved one of the most significant goals of your life, and you have added immeasurably to the intellectual and spiritual 
foundation on which you will stand in the years ahead.

You may be receiving your first Mercer degree, or perhaps your accomplishment represents your second or even third degree 
from the University. Whichever it may be, you share a common bond with all of the graduates today of having made real what 
was once an aspiration. As a graduate, you are entitled to feel a strong sense of fulfillment as you reflect on your hard work and 
personal commitment.

With each passing year, you will find that memories of your Mercer experiences will grow to mean more to you. As you 
reflect on the friendships, the learning experiences, the joys and the frustrations of the time you have spent at Mercer, you 
increasingly will come to realize that the University is a part of your life forever.

Commencement is a rewarding time for the faculty and staff as students move beyond the University to continue along     
their life’s path. The measure of a university is not the accolades accumulated from popular college guides and national 
rankings. The true measure is the transformation our students experience that prepares them to be intelligent, thoughtful and 
compassionate leaders who are committed to making a positive difference in their community and the world. We encourage    
you to stay in touch with the University in the years ahead.

We are grateful that you chose to pursue your educational goals here and that you always will be a part of Mercer University.

Sincerely,

William D. Underwood
President



Me rce r Un i v e r s i t y co M M e nce M e n t s

Approximately 2,601 students will participate in Mercer University’s 2020 commencements. To make graduation 
a special day for these students and their families, Mercer University conducted one ceremony in May and will conduct 

five ceremonies in August. Each ceremony will be unique and will reflect the schools and colleges represented.

 school of Medicine

Saturday, May 2, 2020 | 2:00 p.m.
Virtual

 
school of law 

Friday, August 7, 2020 | 1:00 p.m.
Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

 
Macon

Saturday, August 8, 2020 | 9:00 a.m.
Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

School of Business | School of Engineering
College of Education | College of Professional Advancement

_______________

Saturday, August 8, 2020 | 3:00 p.m.
Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
School of Music | College of Health Professions

 
atlanta

Sunday, August 9, 2020 | 10:00 a.m.
Infinite Energy Center, Duluth, Georgia

School of Business | College of Education
College of Professional Advancement

_______________

Sunday, August 9, 2020 | 5:00 p.m.
Infinite Energy Center, Duluth, Georgia

College of Nursing | College of Pharmacy
College of Health Professions | School of Theology 
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                         sP i r e s a n d to w e r s

Each fall, part of freshman orientation includes a trek up a combination of ladders, spiral staircases and 
wooden stairs in the Godsey Administration Building, the Macon campus’ oldest structure, to reach the 
tower overlooking campus. Students write their names, graduating years and sometimes favorite messages 
anywhere from the first stairwell to the actual tower. In addition to the majestic spires adorning the 
Godsey Administration Building, the Macon campus skyline is also known for the spires of Willingham 
Auditorium and Newton Chapel.

       Pi l g r i M a g e t o Pe n f i e l d

Since the early 1900s, Mercer undergraduates have been making the 90-mile trip from Macon 
to Penfield to celebrate the founding of Mercer University. The Pilgrimage to Penfield, as the 
tradition is now called, has evolved over the years from a celebration for graduating seniors to an 
integral part of the Mercer freshman experience.

Penfield, which is located in rural Greene County, was the home of Mercer from 1833-1871. It was named after Josiah 
Penfield, a Savannah merchant, who challenged the Georgia Baptist Convention 
to match his $2,500 contribution and support an educational institution. The 

Convention, fueled primarily from Jesse Mercer’s financial contribution 
and leadership, met the challenge and opened Mercer Institute in 1833. 
It was renamed Mercer University in 1838.

Today, at Penfield, students participating in the Pilgrimage find 
the original University chapel, the foundation of the first University 
academic building, and a cemetery that includes the gravesites of Jesse 
Mercer, as well as a number of former University presidents, trustees         
and leaders.

             Je s s e Me rc e r Pla z a

Statues of Jesse Mercer sit casually on benches in the middle of Mercer’s 
Macon and Atlanta campuses. The youthful-looking founder of Mercer is staged 
at a sideways angle, looking ready for a conversation with a passing student.    

Occasionally, the statue’s head is rubbed by a frantic or uneasy student, 
hoping the tradition of good luck will work on an upcoming exam. During 
finals, traffic past Mercer’s respected namesake increases drastically.

The statues in Macon and Atlanta are encircled by quotes from Jesse 
Mercer, personally picked out by Mercer’s 17th president, Dr. R. Kirby Godsey.

Since the statue was installed on the Macon campus in 1995, this area      
in the main Quadrangle has become one of the most visited sites on 
campus by students and alumni. The statue, sculpted by Don Haugen 

Me rc e r tradi t i o n s
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Mercer University is one of the oldest institutions of higher learning in the South
and over 187 years has developed a number of cherished traditions.



of Marietta, was duplicated on the Atlanta campus in 2005. Beginning in 2009, freshmen, as part of Fall Convocation, and 
graduating seniors, as part of Baccalaureate, began processing past the Jesse Mercer statue on the Macon campus, rubbing his 
head at the beginning of their academic careers, and at the conclusion of their Mercer tenures.

The statue was unveiled in 1995 in conjunction with the re-introduction of the tradition of Founders’ Day. The statue was 
paid for by a Student Government Association fund established specifically for constructing the Jesse Mercer statue.

                         fo U n d e r s’  day

For a university that is almost two centuries old, Founders’ Day is bound to be special. At Mercer,  
while the annual celebration has a checkered history, the tradition is as strong as 
ever today. Founders’ Day began in 1891, 20 years after the University moved from 
Penfield to Macon. At that time, Founders’ Day was a celebration centered on 
Jesse Mercer’s birthday. Mercer’s two competing literary societies, Phi Delta and 
Ciceronian, each brought in a speaker to honor the heritage of Mercer and 
its founder. 

Founders’ Day remained a significant annual event for Mercer for the 
next 40 or 50 years, according to Dr. Doug Pearson, vice president and 
dean of students. The occasion had different formats during this period, 
ranging from political events attended by state governors to all-day historic 
celebrations. 

While this tradition remained strong during the early- to mid-1900s, 
interest began to wane in the 1950s and 1960s. By the end of the 1960s, 
the tradition had been completely removed from the University calendar. The 
absence of Founders’ Day lasted until the mid-1990s. At that time, the Student 
Government Association brought the event back to the Macon campus.

                                          ri n g i n g t h e ti f t be l l

When Tift College merged with Mercer in 1986, the alumnae of the Forsyth women’s 
school were apprehensive about Mercer’s commitment to honor the Tift heritage. 
Mercer had joined with the Tift College Alumnae Association to create a plan to honor 
the historic institution, but when Mercer closed the campus in 1987, that concern was 
heightened by many members of past classes.

Then-President Dr. R. Kirby Godsey acknowledged the challenges of merging 
Tift into Mercer, especially following the closing of the school. During that period of 
the late 1980s, he continued to stress Mercer’s commitment to honoring the legacy 
and heritage of Tift. 

That persistence paid off for Mercer and Tift alumnae, primarily through the 
partnership of past alumnae and current Mercer women participating in the Tift 

College Scholars Program. This program provides scholarships, leadership development and, most importantly, mentoring from 
Tift alumnae to 125 women attending Mercer, which also named its College of Education for Tift in 2001.

The preservation of the Tift legacy is a combination of the heritage of Tift and the momentum of Mercer. Part of this history 
and tradition is the ringing of the Tift Bell, which was relocated to the Macon campus after the merger. Tift graduates began 
ringing the bell in 1959 as part of commencement festivities.

Me r c e r Tr a d i T i o n s   |  5



I n March 1999, Judge Griffin B. Bell was awarded the Distinguished Service Award in Trusteeship by the Association of 
Governing Boards and Universities. The longtime Mercer Trustee was one of two national honorees selected from the 50,000 
board members who volunteer their time to higher education. For this noteworthy accomplishment, Judge Bell was presented 

a crystal Steuben sculpture and a framed certificate. The University, in Judge Bell’s honor, was presented a $10,000 unrestricted 
cash award. At its April 2000 meeting, the Mercer Board of Trustees voted to use the award to establish the Griffin B. Bell Award 
for Community Service. This award, along with a replica inspired by the Steuben that was given to Judge Bell, is presented 
annually to deserving graduating students from among Mercer’s 12 schools and colleges.

gr i f f i n b. be l l awa r d f o r co M M U n i t y se rv i c e

the honorable griffin b. bell
 

Originally from Americus, Griffin B. Bell graduated cum laude from Mercer University’s School of 
Law with an LL.B. degree in 1948. He practiced law in Savannah and Rome, before joining the law firm 
of King & Spalding in Atlanta as a partner in 1953.

In 1959, while a senior partner at King & Spalding, Judge Bell was appointed Chief of Staff by 
Georgia Governor Ernest Vandiver. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy appointed him as a judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. After 15 years of service on the Court of Appeals, 
Judge Bell returned to King & Spalding. He resigned from the firm to become the 72nd Attorney 
General of the United States on January 26, 1977, following his nomination by President Jimmy Carter. 

He served as U.S. Attorney General until August 16, 1979, when he returned to King & Spalding, 
serving as chair of its Policy Committee. An active counselor and adviser to leaders in Congress, the U.S. 

Attorney General’s office and U.S. presidents, Judge Bell’s influence was wide reaching. He is recognized as one of the country’s 
great Americans. Judge Bell died January 5, 2009, at the age of 90.
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2020 gr i f f i n b. be l l awa r d re c i P i e n t

sheknita davis

School of Theology
 

Sheknita Davis serves as an inspiration and servant leader in the community of Macon-Bibb County. 
Overcoming extreme family hardships and becoming a mother of four by the age of 20 motivated 
Davis to pursue a vocation to assist individuals in similar circumstances achieve their life goals. Davis 
graduated with honors from Mercer’s College of Professional Advancement with a Bachelor of Social 
Science degree and is now a “double Bear” as a 2020 Master of Divinity graduate of the McAfee School of 
Theology. During her time at McAfee, she served as social justice director of the Black Student Union of 
Atlanta and a member of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee for the School of Theology. 

While she was pursuing her educational goals, she continued to stay committed to community work in 
Macon. After serving successfully as the workforce development director of the Middle Georgia Regional 
Commission, Davis started In His Image Agency to implement a grassroots initiative to assist individuals 

in hard-to-serve populations identify internal barriers to achieving their desired success. Davis also created The People’s Advocacy 
Group, Inc. (PAG), a nonprofit organization that focuses on community accountability, citizens’ rights, civic engagement and 
restoring cultural identity. She envisions PAG becoming a social justice advocacy voice in the Middle Georgia area.

Davis’ other community contributions include serving with the Community Partnership Board, Macon-Bibb County EOC 
Head Start Policy Council, Macon Re-Entry Coalition, Rosa Jackson Advisory Committee, Freshwater Racial Equity Team, Urban 
Complete Count Committee and as director of community engagement at Bibb Mt. Zion Baptist Church.

Davis’ faith and genuine love for people is the drive behind her community service. She is an alumna of the Race Equity and 
Leadership Program at Harvard University and was recently named associate vice president for workforce development at the 
Augusta Metro Chamber of Commerce. 

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s

2019
Ryan Guilbault
School of Medicine

2018
Chelsea Fechter
School of Medicine

2017
Matthew Mackenzie 

Kahrmann
School of Medicine

2016
Ebony Jervonné  Brown

School of Law 

2015
Ashley Wilkerson Finney

College of Pharmacy

2014
Gary Wall

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2013
Nancy Boore 

College of Pharmacy

2012
Chelsea Marie Flieger

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2011
Andi Thomas Sullivan

School of Theology

2010
Gloria Ann Jordan
College of Professional

Advancement

2009
Shannon Louise Moon

College of Nursing

2008
Grant Michael Jenson

School of Law

2007
Chpryelle Carr
School of Medicine

Steuart Hutchings Botchford
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2006
Hollie Benet Preston

College of Nursing

2005
John Michael Carroll

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

Dennis Drummond
College of Education

2004
Amanda Elaine Meloun

School of Law

Leah Marie Phanco
College of Pharmacy

2003
Caroline Gary

School of Law

2002
Rachel Gunter Shapard

School of Theology

2001
Stephanie Anne Shelton

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2000
Virginia Campbell Leslie 

School of Medicine
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wa l l a c e od e l l dUva l l 
ex c e l l e n c e i n le a d e r s h i P awa r d

 
The Wallace Odell DuVall Excellence in Leadership Award at Mercer University recognizes the outstanding leadership of 

a graduating senior from one of the University’s undergraduate schools and colleges. For award consideration, students must be 
recommended by a faculty or staff member and nominated by their respective dean. Eligible candidates must demonstrate the 
abilities to motivate and inspire the confidence and trust of others, while possessing vision, intelligence, integrity and common 
sense, and having a good academic record. The selected recipient receives a financial award.

Wallace Odell DuVall (1901-1993) was an Atlanta attorney who spent most of his career in the banking industry. He served 
as secretary and attorney of the Atlanta Building and Loan Association, which later became Georgia Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, of which Mr. DuVall became chairman of the Board of Directors and chairman of the Executive Committee. A 
generous benefactor and longtime friend of Mercer University, he was a founding trustee of Atlanta Baptist College, which merged 
with Mercer in 1972 and became the University’s Atlanta campus. He served three terms on Mercer’s Board of Trustees, 1972-77,
1978-83 and 1985-90. The Dean’s Suite at the Law School is named for him, as well as an academic building on the Atlanta 
Campus, where his portrait hangs.

adaM Penland

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
 

Adam Penland leads, mentors, serves, empowers, engages and encourages in whatever capacity 
entrusted to him. Penland has made an indelible imprint upon Mercer through his level of engagement 
in the University community. He has been the quintessential ambassador for Mercer, serving two terms 
as Student Government Association president while also being on the mock trial team, a peer advisor, 
member of Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, Bear Force employee, Admissions consultant and the student 
worker for Academic and Advising Services. Penland has developed a strong reputation for consensus-
building, listening and working with others from various perspectives.

In his nomination, a Mercer administrator said, “He is a leader of campus leaders. In short, he is a 
Mercerian. He has used his impeccable communications skills to make Mercer a better place.” 

Penland is driven by his sincere and deep commitment to his fellow students. On more than one 
occasion, students have sought out Penland to deal with their personal challenges because of their trust in him. He has never 
shirked this duty, and many a student can attest to the fact that he has assisted them through a personal crisis.

Maybe more importantly, Penland possesses a great sense of humor that has, on more than one occasion, alleviated stressful 
situations. He does not take himself too seriously or let his success go to his head, which is a rare trait among successful leaders.

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s

2019
Mica Q. David

College of Nursing 

2018
Emily M. Thompson

School of Business 

2017
Aaron Micheal Scherf

School of Business 

2016
Joseph Knight Wozniak

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2015
Kaitlin Chance
College of Nursing

2014
Michael Tekesky 
College of Nursing

2013
Noah Maier  

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2012
John Andrew Jones

School of Engineering

2011
Margaret McCampbell

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2010
Amy Carol Abel

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2009
John Christopher Elder

School of Business 

2008
Stephanie Ard
School of Business 

James Derek Cook
School of Engineering

2007
Stacey Irene Harwell

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2006
Samson Julius Alva
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2005 
and earlier

William Arnold
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Julia Bowen
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Megan Boyd
School of Business 

Michael Bryan
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Kala Cartwright
School of Engineering

James Derek Cook
School of Engineering

Blair Cox
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Daniel Crager
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Ben Drew Cravey, III
School of Engineering

John Christopher Elder
School of Business 

Rhett Fraser
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Crystal Garmon
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Tiffany Gibson
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jimmy Thomas Howell
School of Business 

Andy Lane
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Adam Neal
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Frank Nelson
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Pamela Popwell
School of Business 

Emily Salman
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Amber Sandlin
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Larissa Spell
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Eric Trivett
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jamanda Turner
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jamila Wideman
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Becky Wilcox
School of Business 

Megin Lea Williams
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Gary Wood
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences
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lo U i e d. ne w t o n ge n e r a l ex c e l l e n c e Me d a l
 

The Louie D. Newton General Excellence Medal is presented to the graduating student who best exemplifies scholastic 
achievement, personal integrity and character, service to the campus community and a commitment to spiritual values. The 
award is named in honor of Dr. Newton, Mercer alumnus, former Mercer professor, Christian journalist, distinguished pastor and 
renowned denominational leader.

sachin khUrana

School of Business
 

Sachin Khurana embodies the characteristics of academic ability, leadership and service that the 
Louis D. Newton General Excellence Medal recognizes. He is an exceptionally accomplished scholar 
with a perfect grade-point average and a triple-major in finance, economics and management with 
minors in mathematics, statistics and philosophy, including coursework in economics at the University 
of Oxford. Khurana was accepted to Stanford’s Deferred MBA program and is starting his career as an 
investment banking analyst in New York City.

Khurana’s research focuses on government investments in economic development. He has presented 
at academic conferences in the U.S. and at the World Congress on Undergraduate Research in Germany, 
led competitive academic teams and is a member of the men’s tennis team. He served as president of both 
the Financial Management Association and Beta Alpha Psi, was a Presidential Scholar and a member 

of the University Honors Program. Additionally, he won the Outstanding Award in Finance, Outstanding Award in Economics, 
Outstanding Award in Management, Delta Sigma Pi Scholarship Award and Student Leadership Award.

Beyond being an excellent student, Khurana has been a leader on campus. He has created and led programs related to business, 
solved financial problems for the Student Government Association, served on the Honor Council and the Office of Student 
Conduct Resolution, led the Student-Managed Investment Fund and created a newsletter for the School of Business.

In December, Khurana was named a finalist for the Rhodes Scholarship, becoming Mercer’s first finalist for the prestigious 
award in decades.

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s

2019
Bryan Parker Laue
School of Engineering

2018
Shane Buerster
School of Business 

2017
Alayna Celeste Williams

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2016
Min Hyun Oh

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2015
Raymond-Mark Bernal 

Partolan
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2014
Lyndssey L. Autrey
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2013
Brittany Robinson

School of Business 

2012
Trenton White

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2011
James Andrew Lockwood

School of Engineering

2010
Kathryn Sydney Doornbos

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2009
Billie Barker Pritchard

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2008
John Douglas Dortch

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2007
Christy Anne Webb
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2006
Nicole F. Nather

College of Education

2005 
and earlier

John Michael Carroll
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Cassandra Frances Shular
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Danielle N. Drury
School of Engineering

Kenneth Anthony Taft
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Stephanie Shelton
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Brian Michael Varisco
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jackson Blake Couey
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Robert Marvin Saxon, Jr.
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Michele Joy ClenDening
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences
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al g e r n o n sy d n e y sU l l i va n awa r d
 

The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award is presented to the graduating student who best exemplifies excellence in character, 
leadership, service to the community and commitment to spiritual values. This award was established by The New York Southern 
Society in 1925, and at Mercer University in 1926, in memory of Mr. Sullivan, a great humanitarian and philanthropist. 

williaM darragh

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
 

William Darragh possesses the intellectual agility to effortlessly demonstrate mastery in a variety of 
fields. His interests range from the mathematical and technical to the social and philosophical. He is 
deeply passionate about teaching and learning and shines brightly when engaged with this passion. 

As a Mercer Service Scholar, he has participated in important projects addressing community needs. 
In 2017, for instance, he worked with a team to map food deserts in Macon. In addition, he is the first-
ever Mercer student to propose, design and implement a new Mercer On Mission (MOM) project. While 
in Cape Town, South Africa, in 2018 with other Service Scholars completing a social entrepreneurship 
project, Darragh saw the lack of computer instruction available for young learners in the townships, 
and he knew the extent to which this shortcoming would hamper them in becoming employable and 
successful in the future. After following up with his contacts on his own accord, he conducted a successful 

MOM initiative teaching computer science skills in South Africa in 2019.
Darragh exemplifies the qualities that form the criteria for the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award: outstanding scholarship, 

leadership and commitment to campus affairs through his work with The Cluster and The Dulcimer, service to the local and global 
community, a sense of humanitarian and spiritual values, and initiative and passion for service.

Darragh recently received a prestigious Fulbright U.S. Student Award to serve as an English Teaching Assistant in South Africa.

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s

2019
Elliza Guta

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2018
Olatorera Aina
School of Business 

2017
Timothy Martin Lewis

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2016
Austin Thomas Harrison

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2015
Caroline Milligan Cooper

School of Engineering

2014
Dalton Turner

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2013
Kaitlyn Schmitt
School of Business 

2012
Jordan Locke

School of Business 

2011
Alice Marie Crisp

School of Business 

2010
Hannah Vann

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2009
Sarah Emily Hedgis
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2008
Elizabeth Batson Carson

School of Music

2007
Stacey Irene Harwell

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2006
William L. Emerson

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2005 
and earlier

Joshua Michael Rogers
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Tara Nichole Jameson
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jennifer Michelle Cole
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Sonal Dilip Patel
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Michael Van Cise
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Jennifer Ryan Turner
School of Business 

Michele Diane Watson
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

John Hardin Sawyer
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Kisha Yolanda Morris
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences
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th e Ja M e s t. Mcaf e e,  Jr.  en d o w e d vi s i o n 
a n d le a d e r s h i P sc h o l a r s h i P fU n d

 
The James T. McAfee, Jr., Endowed Vision and Leadership Scholarship Fund recognizes outstanding leadership abilities of a 

junior, senior or graduate student in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, School of Business, College of Education, School of 
Engineering, School of Music, College of Pharmacy, College of Health Professions, College of Nursing, School of Medicine or School 
of Theology. 

James T. McAfee, Jr. (1939-2004) provided strong leadership to Mercer University as chairman and a member of the Board of 
Trustees. He was a generous benefactor of the University, and Mercer’s School of Theology in Atlanta is named for him and his 
wife, Carolyn, a member of the University’s Board of Trustees. A nationally recognized leader in the healthcare industry, he served 
as chairman of Hallmark Systems Inc., an Atlanta-based health care ownership and management firm. He also was chairman of the 
board of Baptists Today. He was a graduate of Union University in Jackson, Tennessee, and Georgia State University in Atlanta. He 
received honorary doctorates from Union in 1990 and Mercer in 1999. 

The James T. McAfee, Jr., Endowed Vision and Leadership Scholarship Fund was established in 2005 by his wife and his son,       
J. Thomas McAfee, III, a graduate of Mercer’s School of Business and a member of the University’s Board of Trustees.

Jordan teng

School of Engineering
 

Jordan Teng is a junior biomedical engineering student from Toccoa who blends service with vision and 
leadership. He is deeply interested in 3D printing capabilities, heavily involved with the prosthetic lab, 
serving as lab assistant and supervisor, and an active member of the Mercer Prosthetic and Orthotics Club. 
Teng has participated in two engineering-focused Mercer On Mission programs — to Korea, where he taught 
North Korean refugees English and taught robotics in South Korea, and Vietnam, where he built and fitted 
prosthetics. Since 2019, Teng has helped design and create 21 Touch3D yearbooks for graduating seniors at 
the Georgia Academy for the Blind. He founded and serves as inaugural president of MU Touch3D Club, a 
student organization that is producing 16 Touch3D Yearbooks for the Georgia Academy for the Blind’s Class 
of 2020. Teng has presented posters on Touch3D yearbook construction at highly competitive state and 
national conferences.

 For the past two years, Teng has volunteered with Go Baby Go, a national, community-based research, design and outreach 
program that integrates assistive technology, families, clinicians and industry partners to provide children with disabilities the 
opportunity for movement, mobility and socialization. Teng has a passion for helping children, and his face lights up as he describes his 
experiences with Go Baby Go.

 Outside the classroom, Teng is a leader among his peers, serving as a Mercer Ambassador, a student-to-alumni development 
program directed by the Alumni Services Office, and as a member of the leadership team and director of event operations for the Office 
of Undergraduate Admissions.

 Teng, a proud first-generation U.S. citizen, turned down an offer to attend a prestigious military academy because of the hands-
on research and lab experiences he knew Mercer offered as early as his freshman year. He aspires to pursue a Ph.D. in biomedical 
engineering and work in the field of pediatric prosthetics and orthotics. Because his twin brother serves in the Marine Corps, Teng also 
intends to build prosthetics for military veterans. He is on track to complete a five-year engineering program in four years.

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s

2019
Maclaren B. Brydon

School of Business 

MaCayla J. Cook
School of Music 

2018
Shane Buerster
School of Business 

2017
MaryGrace Bender

School of Music 

Parth N. Desai
School of Medicine

Andrew J. Kelley
School of Engineering

Abigail E. Paris
School of Music 

2016
Timothy M. Lewis
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Emma R. Peel
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

Aaron M. Scherf
School of Business 

Jessy Togba-Doya
School of Theology

2015
Andrew T. Eck

School of Engineering

2014
Emily Caitlin Dowling 

School of Music 

Dalton E. Turner 
College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences

2013
Alison L. Smith
School of Medicine

Ryan C. Bartholomew
School of Engineering

2012
Abraham A. Deng

School of Theology

Kaitlyn T. Schmitt
School of Business 

2011
Christopher L. Gaunder

School of Medicine

Matthew G. Townsend
School of Business 

2010
Ashley J. Mooney

School of Medicine

2009
Chris L. Kiker

College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

2007
Bailey Edwards Nelson

School of Theology

Susan Elizabeth 
Yarbrough

College of Education

2006
Rebekah Carol Duke

School of Theology

James Christopher 
Geiger, Jr.

School of Music 



Jo e a n d Je a n he n d r i c k s 
ex c e l l e n c e i n te a c h i n g awa r d

 
The Joe and Jean Hendricks Excellence in Teaching Award is a University-wide award given at Commencement to an 

outstanding teacher at Mercer. Personal attention to students and a focus on superior teaching are distinguishing characteristics of 
a Mercer education, and this award elevates and honors these values. The award is named for two of Mercer’s greatest teachers. Joe 
Hendricks, and his older sister, Jean Hendricks, are both legendary at Mercer for their dedication to students and for their ability to 
engage students in transformative learning and discovery. 

Dr. Jean Hendricks, a 1942 graduate of Tift College, earned her Ph.D. from Florida State University, served as chair of the 
Department of Psychology in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and was the beloved dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences in Atlanta. Dr. Joseph Hendricks, a 1955 graduate of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, earned his Ph.D. from 
Emory University, taught in the First-Year Seminar program for 32 years (both Jean and Joe were instrumental in creating this 
long-running program), founded the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and 
taught for years in the Department of Christianity in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

The Joe and Jean Hendricks Excellence in Teaching Award recognizes a full-time teacher in one of Mercer’s 12 schools and 
colleges who best exemplifies the qualities that distinguished Joe and Jean Hendricks as teachers and mentors to generations of 
Mercer students: 

     –  Challenging and inspiring teaching in and out of the classroom; 
     –  Active engagement of students in the process of learning, discovery, and leadership; and 
     –  Caring mentoring to motivate students and junior faculty to achieve their highest aspirations. 
The award carries with it a $5,000 stipend.

charlotte thoMas 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

 
Dr. Charlotte Thomas earned her bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Mercer and her master’s and 

doctoral degrees in philosophy from Emory University. She joined Mercer’s faculty in 1994.
She recently published The Female Drama: The Philosophical Feminine in the Soul of Plato’s Republic 

through Mercer University Press. Her areas of specialization include ancient philosophy, moral philosophy, 
and philosophy of art and literature. She primarily teaches History of Philosophy, Ethics and Great Books 
courses.

Last spring, concerned that her students were not gaining a true understanding of how to apply ethical 
reasoning to complex, real-world situations, Dr. Thomas introduced a service-learning component to the 
Introduction to Ethics course that she had been teaching for 25 years. The course, which now involves 
substantial collaboration with Macon’s Daybreak Center for people experiencing homelessness, is just one 

example of how Dr. Thomas continues to challenge and inspire students and colleagues through her teaching and mentorship.
Dr. Thomas also serves as co-director of Mercer’s Thomas C. and Ramona E. McDonald Center for America’s Founding Principles, 

director of the Philosophy and Art study abroad program, and a board member for the Association of Core Texts and Courses, a 
national organization for faculty and administrators in Great Books and other core programs. This fall, she will direct the University’s 
Great Books program.

She previously served as chair of Mercer’s Department of Philosophy and the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, as well as 
director of the Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) concentration, First-Year Seminar Program, Experiential First-Year Seminar 
and Freshman Seminar Program.
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2019
Andrew Douglas Digh

College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences

2018
Susan Sweat Gunby

College of Nursing

2017
Eimad C. Houry

College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences

2016
Margaret Eskew

College of Professional 
Advancement

2015
Charles H. Roberts
College of Professional 

Advancement

2014
Edward C. Klatt

School of Medicine – Savannah

2013
Mary Ann Drake

College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences

2012
Stanley Harris Pollock

College of Pharmacy

2011
William Otis Lacefield, III

College of Education

2010
John Colin Harris

College of Professional 
Advancement

Pa s t awa r d re c i P i e n t s
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Invocation  ...............................................................................................................  Reverend James Charles Elder, Jr.
First Baptist Church Pastor, Columbus, Georgia

Welcome ................................................................................................................................... William D. Underwood
The President of the University 

Greetings from the School  .................................................................................... Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, FACP
Dean, School of Medicine

Introduction of Notable Georgians ..............................................................................................  D. Scott Davis, PhD 
Provost

Notable Georgians Congratulations

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp | Georgia Lieutenant Governor Geoffrey L. Duncan
Speaker David Ralston | Jacqueline W. Fincher, MD, MACP | Jason Aldean | Luke Bryan

Trisha Yearwood | Big Boi | Chamillionaire | Chuck Leavell | Herschel Walker           
Kirby Smart | Talmadge King, MD | Rev. Dr. Bernice King | Jeff Foxworthy

Special Awards  ...................................................................................................... Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, FACP

Conferring of the Degrees  ..........................................................................................  The President of the University

Master of Family Therapy | Master of Science in Preclinical Sciences
Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences | Doctor of Medicine

Presentation of the Graduates ..............................................................................  Campus Deans and Program Chairs

Hippocratic Oath
 
 Led by  ......................................................................................................... Bonzo K. Reddick, MD, MPH, FAAFP

Military and Special Programs Recognition  ......................................................... Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, FACP

Alumni Welcome ..............................................................................................................  Jennifer Tarbutton, MD ’01
Macon Board of Governors Chair

Special Music, Here I Am Lord  ................................................................................. 2018 Performance by Rina Lucas
Accompanied by Arshak Sirunyan

Benediction  .............................................................................................................. Reverend James Charles Elder, Jr.

school of Medicine coMMenceMent

Saturday, May 2, 2020  |  2:00 p.m.  |  Virtual
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notable georgians

Brian Kemp
Governor of the State of Georgia

Athens, Georgia

Geoffrey L. Duncan
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Georgia

Alpharetta, Georgia

David Ralston
Speaker of the Georgia House of Representatives

Blue Ridge, Georgia

Jacqueline W. Fincher, MD, MACP 
President of the American College of Physicians 

Thomson, Georgia

Jason Aldean
Country Music Singer and Songwriter

Macon, Georgia

Luke Bryan
Country Music Singer and Songwriter

Leesburg, Georgia

Trisha Yearwood
Country Recording Artist, Actress, Author, 
Television Personality and Celebrity Chef

Monticello, Georgia

Big Boi
Rapper, Songwriter, Actor and Record Producer

Savannah, Georgia

Chamillionaire
Rapper, Entrepreneur and Investor

Atlanta, Georgia

Chuck Leavell
Musician, Musical Director of The Rolling Stones 

and Former Member of the Allman Brothers Band
Macon, Georgia

Herschel Walker
Former UGA Football Player and 

1982 Heisman Trophy Winner
Wrightsville, Georgia  

Kirby Smart
University of Georgia Head Football Coach

Bainbridge, Georgia

Talmadge King
MD, Dean of the University of California 

San Francisco School of Medicine
Darien, Georgia

Rev. Dr. Bernice King
Minister and Youngest Child of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King
Atlanta, Georgia

Jeff Foxworthy
Stand-up Comedian, Actor, 

Writer, Producer, Television Personality, 
Radio Personality and Author

Atlanta, Georgia

ar n o l d P. go l d fo U n d at i o n 
le o n a r d to w hU M a n i s M i n Me d i c i n e awa r d s

A key component of medical education is the compassionate and humanistic care of patients. In support of that premise, the 
NBI Healthcare Foundation initiated the Humanism in Medicine Awards to recognize and honor graduating students and faculty 
members who have demonstrated the highest standard of compassion and sensitivity in their interactions with patients. Mercer 
University School of Medicine graduating students and the faculty have, respectively, chosen a faculty member and a student who 
embody empathic, sensitive and respectful behavior in providing patient care.

facUlty hUManisM in 
Medicine award

Allen Tindol, M.D. Travis Blanton, M.D.

stUdent hUManisM in 
Medicine award

Francis Kirera, Ph.D.

2019 – 2020 dr. anna n. walker 
award for teaching excellence

sP e c i a l awa r d
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candidates for degrees

v Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society   |   u Gold Humanism Honor Society   |   † Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Master of 
faMily therapy 
Kyra Chelsey Anderson
Douglasville, Georgia                   
Margaret  Anderson Pietro
Macon, Georgia                   
Madison Victoria Baugh
Macon, Georgia                   
Jessica Michelle Baxter
Marietta, Georgia                   
Jasmine Kierra Blanks
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Kendall Nicole Davis
Birmingham, Alabama                   
Stella Isabelle Harney
Brookhaven, Georgia                   
Marley Fiveash Logue
Roswell, Georgia                   
Abigail Bailey Grant
Marietta, Georgia                   
Shelley Renee Griffiths-Deady
Milton, Georgia                   
Denee Esther Hand
Cumming, Georgia                   
Deborah Lee Lowder
Roswell, Georgia                   
Catherine Grace Lyle
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Brenley Taylor Martinez
Macon, Georgia                   
Shandra Patrick
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Shariya Pryor
Fairburn, Georgia                   
Kelly Rhines
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Alahya Dantrelle Steele
Statesboro, Georgia                   
Shavontae  Erika Taylor
Milledgeville, Georgia                   
KeVonya Webb-Riley
Richmond, Virginia
          
Master of 
science in 
preclinical 
sciences 

Madison Jenelle Beverly
Suwanee, Georgia                  
Miriame Gamra
Acworth, Georgia                  
Sihyun Ha
Nashville, Tennessee                  
Sahl Hakim
Lawrenceville, Georgia                  
Brett Spencer Hammett
Warner Robins, Georgia                  
Curtis J. Hargrett, II
Collierville, Tennessee                  
Abigail Lane Haythorn
Avera, Georgia                  
Ahzuree Janelle Herbert
Thomasville, Georgia

Corrie Nicole Cleo Jackson
Macon, Georgia                  
Jonathan Wesley Jones
Griffin, Georgia                  
Sarah Elizabeth Jordan
Thomaston, Georgia                  
Andy-Marc Lafontant
Douglasville, Georgia                   
Alexis Ruth Lott
West Green, Georgia                  
Nicholas William Maron
Savannah, Georgia                  
Matthew Garrett Milton
Warner Robins, Georgia                  
Loretta Njomi Fembe Ngoe
Douglasville, Georgia                  
Christabel Oshodi
Lithia Springs, Georgia                  
Rachana Hasmukh Patel
Milledgeville, Georgia                  
Vikash Pankaj Patel
Conyers, Georgia                  
Supreet Raina
Grayson, Georgia                  
Nicole Andreas Rios
Lawrenceville, Georgia                  
Catherine Brooke Sanders
Danville, Georgia                  
Justin Kendall Schramm
Marietta, Georgia                  
Samuel Zoua Segnou
Ellenwood, Georgia                  
Zara Rattandeep Singh
Marietta, Georgia                  
Alex Matthew Smith
Dacula, Georgia                  
Lindsay Cheatham Smith
Dublin, Georgia                  
Max Smith
Marietta, Georgia                  
Mary Bridget Stein
Woodstock, Georgia                  
Laura Tunison
Valdosta, Georgia                  
Shivani Vasudev
Lawrenceville, Georgia                  
Jessica Charm Watkins
Chicago, Illinois                  
Alicia Marie Williams
Riverdale, Georgia                  
Skyler Gabrielle Woodard
Cadwell, Georgia                  
Aditya Singh Yadav
Warner Robins, Georgia
          
Master of 
science in 
BioMedical 
sciences 

Sydney Elizabeth Andrzejak 
Acworth, Georgia                  
Joseph Martin Bailey
Cumming, Georgia                  

Trenton Edward Banks
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina                   
David James Christy
Warner Robins, Georgia                  
Jessica Sherease Hall
Winston Salem, North Carolina                  
Abigail Elana Harrod
Americus, Georgia                  
Kayla Elizabeth Matta
Snellville, Georgia                  
Adir Mohaban
Hahira, Georgia
          
doctor of

Medicine 

coluMBus caMpus                    
Vats Trushad Ambai u    
Alpharetta, Georgia                   
Travis Blanton u
Columbus, Georgia                   
Matthew Callier v†
Hamilton, Georgia                   
Morgan Brittany Castleberry
Hawkinsville, Georgia                   
Scott Chimberoff
Marietta, Georgia                   
Julia Eunjoo Chong
Columbus, Georgia                   
Megan Paulina Dannemiller
Columbus, Georgia                   
Naqeeb Faroqui
Alpharetta, Georgia                   
Hannah Gail Galloway
Alto, Georgia                  
Chloe Elizabeth Mitchell
Smyrna, Georgia                   
William Dolan Mitchell v†
Columbus, Georgia                   
Emily Elaine Wilson O’Brien
Roswell, Georgia                   
Darshna Patel
College Park, Georgia                   
Sawan Satishchandra Patel v
Rome, Georgia                   
Sophia Shaffie Rashid u
Duluth, Georgia                   
Thomas Augustin Scofield
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Kaila Rebecca Thornell
Columbus, Georgia                   
Vivian Vu
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Macon caMpus                    
Rachel Albrecht 
Rayle, Georgia                  
Aakriti Alisha Arora
Bonaire, Georgia                  
Thomas Cole Baker
Blairsville, Georgia                  
Kyle Thomas Barnhart
Macon, Georgia                  
Hannah Gayle Batten
Douglas, Georgia

Kaylyn Leigh Bell u
McDonough, Georgia                  
John Morgan Borkovich u
Alpharetta, Georgia                  
Rachel Harris Burke
Thomasville, Georgia                  
Sarah Edith Byrd v
Savannah, Georgia                  
Philip Chung
Marietta, Georgia                  
Garrett Glenn Cole
Pine Mountain, Georgia                  
John McCall Cook
Fort Valley, Georgia                  
Ashley Waldrop Dean
Barnesville, Georgia                  
Nicholas Brent Drury v†
Gainesville, Georgia                  
Ayana Nikita Graham 
Fayetteville, Georgia                  
Ryan Daniel Hacherl
Ringgold, Georgia                  
Agreen Hadadi u
Roswell, Georgia                  
Leanna Elise Harbor u
Gordon, Georgia                  
Thomas Nathan Harper
Macon, Georgia                  
Salman Murad Hashim u
Lilburn, Georgia                  
Destiny Jade Horton
Eatonton, Georgia                  
Bryan John Hostetler
Rome, Georgia                  
Terrell Avontae Jenrette
Macon, Georgia                  
Olivia Louise Kamensky
Mauk, Georgia                  
Vivek  Kothari
Americus, Georgia                  
Lauren Elizabeth Lewis
McDonough, Georgia                  
Bryan Jacob Lynn
Dunwoody, Georgia                  
Patrick Shane McAlpin
Newnan, Georgia                  
Nicole Theresia Mette u
Macon, Georgia                  
Austinn Christopher Miller v†
Gainesville, Georgia                  
Jeffrey Dover Mimbs
Locust Grove, Georgia                  
Matthew Raymond Monaco
Gainesville, Georgia                  
Nathan Alexander Murphy u
Perry, Georgia                  
Andrew William Odegaard
Monticello, Georgia                  
Rena Ow
Austell, Georgia                  
Kayla Tanya Patel
Marietta, Georgia                  
Kishan Ajit Patel
Macon, Georgia                  

Dillon Dudley Paulo
Valdosta, Georgia                   
John Peter Polites
Atlanta, Georgia                  
Jeffrey Tyler Reynolds
Macon, Georgia                  
Amanda Claire Seibert
Flowery Branch, Georgia                  
Farina Shafqat v
Tucker, Georgia                  
Michael Alan Shelton
Martinez, Georgia                  
Matthew Joseph Siegel
Macon, Georgia                  
Monique Singhal
Duluth, Georgia                  
Michael Terry Stevens
Canton, Georgia                  
Kelly Jane Tipton
Atlanta, Georgia                  
Melanie Nicole Wanigatunga
Marietta, Georgia                  
Sara Ann Wetzstein
Decatur, Georgia                  
Carson Azevedo Womack
Marietta, Georgia

savannah caMpus                    
Janice Elise Abernathy
Dunwoody, Georgia                  
Claudia Yessenia Alvarado
Dallas, Georgia                  
Wallace Roy Anderson, III u
Savannah, Georgia                  
Mitsy Moreno Barr
Edison, Georgia                  
Jack Winston Barrow
Atlanta, Georgia                  
Sarah Rebecca Chason
Cairo, Georgia                  
Charli Elyse Cohen
Marietta, Georgia                  
John Ryan Curcuru v
Kennesaw, Georgia                  
John Bowen Davis
Decatur, Georgia                  
Dontre’ Douse vu
Savannah, Georgia                  
Pate Jackson Duddleston
Dalton, Georgia                  
Katherine Marie Dugan
Savannah, Georgia                  
Joshua Robert Eskew v
Suwanee, Georgia                  
Teresa Fowler u
Atlanta, Georgia                  
Julian Lassiter Gendreau
Ellijay, Georgia                  
Randi Goldstein v†
Alpharetta, Georgia                  
Shisir Gupta v†
Valdosta, Georgia                  
Cristina Marie Guzzetti
Roswell, Georgia                  

Joshua Brent Herndon
Wrightsville, Georgia                  
Klie Luise Hoffa
Atlanta, Georgia                   
Thomas Gregory Horton v†
Savannah, Georgia                  
Jacob White Jay
Savannah, Georgia                  
Dabin Ji u
Snellville, Georgia                  
Taylor Olivia Johns
Nahunta, Georgia                  
Tara Christine Keil
Duluth, Georgia                  
Cullen Driscoll Kelly
Savannah, Georgia                  
David Maxwell Kupshik
Atlanta, Georgia                  
John Morgan Lamb
Richmond Hills, Georgia                  
Justin Trevor Little v†
Peachtree City, Georgia                  
Alexandra Bobo McGowen
Woodstock, Georgia                  
David James Montgomery
Savannah, Georgia                  
Mitsy Moreno Barr
Edison, Georgia                  
Jacqueline Blair Neill v
Savannah, Georgia                   
Daniel Sims O’Meara v†
Powder Springs, Georgia                  
Darian Michael Quigg
Bremen, Georgia                  
Christina Maria Ramos
Savannah, Georgia                  
Matthew O’Neal Robertson
Savannah, Georgia                  
Robert Chase Ruffo v
Savannah, Georgia                  
Steven Michael Salinas
Roswell, Georgia                  
Jacob Michael Seltman
Alpharetta, Georgia                  
Marcus Allen Stripling
Savannah, Georgia                  
Joseph Robert Svoboda, Jr.
Savannah, Georgia                  
Austin Clayborn Thompson
Appling, Georgia                  
Michael Scott Trainer vu†
Alpharetta, Georgia                  
Joy Danielle Turner
Savannah, Georgia                  
Catherine Elizabeth Waldron
Saint Simons Island, Georgia                  
Jacob Dean Warren
Ringgold, Georgia                  
Zachary Forrest Williams v†
Watkinsville, Georgia                  
Neha Fariborz Zaer u
Savannah, Georgia
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school of law coMMenceMent

Friday, August 7, 2020  |  1:00 p.m.  |  Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

Presiding  ............................................................................................................................................... William David Underwood
President of the University

Prelude .....................................................................................................................................................................  Jack Mitchener
University Organist

Academic Procession* .............................................................................................................................................  Jack Mitchener

Invocation* ..................................................................................................................................................... Sarah Gerwig-Moore
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Law

Welcome ...............................................................................................................................................  President of the University

Greetings from the Law School  ..............................................................................................................................  Cathy Cox, ’86
Dean and Professor of Law

Introduction of Speaker  .................................................................................................................................................  Cathy Cox  

Commencement Address  ...................................................................................................................  Justice Michael P. Boggs, ’90
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia   

University Honors  ...............................................................................................................................  President of the University

Student Awards  ..........................................................................................................................................................  Alyssa Leffall
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Special Recognitions

 George Waldo Woodruff Award of Excellence ................................................................................................  D. Scott Davis
Provost

 Reynold J. Kosek, Jr. Excellence in Teaching Award  ...............................................................................  Samuel Mark Lyon
Editor in Chief, Mercer Law Review

Conferring of the Juris Doctor  .............................................................................................................  President of the University

Cathy Cox

Charge to Graduates  ......................................................................................................................................................  Cathy Cox

Presentation of the Class of 2020 ................................................................................................................  Mitchell Blake Walker
President, Student Bar Association

Hooding Ceremony ..............................................................................................................................  President of the University

Cathy Cox

Benediction* ................................................................................................................................................... Sarah Gerwig-Moore

Academic Recession** ............................................................................................................................................  Jack Mitchener

* The audience is requested to rise.              
** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.
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Michael P. boggs

Commencement Speaker
 

Justice Michael P. Boggs was appointed to the Supreme Court of Georgia on Dec. 7, 2016, by Gov. 
Nathan Deal. Previously, Boggs served as a judge on the Court of Appeals of Georgia from January 2012 
through 2016.  Prior to his appellate judicial service, Boggs served as a Superior Court judge for the 
Waycross Judicial Circuit, where he founded the Waycross Judicial Drug Court Program and served as its 
presiding judge.

Justice Boggs obtained his undergraduate degree in political science and psychology from Georgia 
Southern University in 1985. He earned his Juris Doctor degree from Mercer’s School of Law in 1990.

Following law school, Boggs practiced in Atlanta until 1992. From 1992 to 2004, he maintained a 
general trial practice in Waycross specializing in family law, real estate, banking, personal injury and 
general civil litigation matters. Boggs served as a county attorney, development authority counsel and a 

special assistant attorney general. He served in the Georgia General Assembly from 2001 to 2004.
Boggs lives in Pierce County with his wife, Heather, a kindergarten teacher in the Ware County Public School System.

sc H o o l o f  law   |  19

co M M e n c e M e n t Pa rt i c i Pa n t s

facUlty Marshal

hooders

Ushers

Mercer Law Students

James P. Fleissner
Professor of Law

David Hricik
Professor of Law

Michael Sabbath
SBLI/Walter Homer Drake, Jr., 

Endowed Chair in Bankruptcy Law

Karen J. Sneddon
Professor of Law

Linda D. Jellum
Associate Dean for Faculty Research and Development,

Ellison Capers Palmer Senior Professor of Law



Taylor Paige Alig
Katherine Elisabeth Baker
Emily Elizabeth Brogdon

Jordan Brooke Elliott
Katherine Elizabeth Grant

Mary Elizabeth Handte

Aaron Joseph Harper
Carley Wilson Hawkins 

Zachary Al Host 
Shandi Marie Kennedy Zorbanos

Ryan Christopher Marks
Brennan John McElhone

Marissa Holly Merrill
Christi Regina Moore

Precious Esosa Okonokhua
Teresa L. Pardinas

Krystal Rose Pruet-Lantz
Carley Nicole Rampy 

Sarah Whitfield Rawlings
Donald Lewis Roberts
Kayla Shaquae Rocker

Allison Megan Rodriguez
Laura Leigh Sheridan
Jennifer Lynn Smith

Elliot Ryan Stone
Sarah Elizabeth Thomas 

Benjamin Paul-Rosenfeld White
Quintesha Shamera Williams

S. Jacob Witty

certificate in advanced legal writing, 
research, and drafting

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

school of law
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Taylor Paige Alig
Alpharetta, Georgia 
                    
Clayton Parker Allen
Gainesville, Florida
                    
Christian Taylor Arrowood
Lula, Georgia
                    
Ryland Stewart Avery*
Stone Mountain, Georgia
                    
Ashley Evan Bacon-Brown
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Katherine Elisabeth Baker
Woodstock, Georgia
                    
Jamie Lynn Bratcher
Douglas, Georgia
                    
Emily Elizabeth Brogdon
Statesboro, Georgia
                    
Floyd Moye Buford, III
Macon, Georgia
                    
Ryan Michael Butz
Cumming, Georgia
                    
Kristen Marie Cesario
Canton, Georgia
                    
Audrey Kate Chancellor
Augusta, Georgia
                    
Michael Vincent Chestnut 
Savannah, Georgia
                    
Kaitlynn Paige Clark
Windermere, Florida
                    
Auburn Annabelle Davidson* 
Bonaire, Georgia
                    
Montana Christine Dean
Richmond Hill, Georgia
                    
Autumn Josette DeLee*
Byron, Georgia
                    
Council Blaine Drew
Cairo, Georgia
                    
Hannah Kicklighter Drown
Savannah, Georgia
                    
Benjamin Angelo DuBose
Macon, Georgia
                    
Bret A. Dunn
Mansfield, Georgia
                    

Randall McGee Edwards
Douglas, Georgia
                    
Jordan Brooke Elliott
Kennesaw, Georgia
                    
Mallory Peyton Fleming***
Cartersville, Georgia
                    
Charles Graham Foster**
Austin, Texas
                    
Brian Cliffton Fussell, Jr.**
Douglas, Georgia
                    
Destin Michelle Gillum
Forsyth, Georgia
                    
Michael Benjamin Gilstrap
Byron, Georgia
                    
Corey Edward Golden 
Highland Mills, New York
                    
Katherine Elizabeth Grant
Pine Mountain, Georgia
                    
Jackson Alexander Griner
Athens, Georgia
                    
Steven Liam Grunberg*
Davie, Florida
                    
Mary Elizabeth Handte
Cleveland, Georgia
                    
Jordan Michael Hanson
Evans, Georgia
                    
Lydia Camille Hardy*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Aaron Joseph Harper
Rome, Georgia
                    
Zoya Hasnain
Americus, Georgia
                    
Carley Wilson Hawkins**
Soddy Daisy, Tennessee
                    
Sarah Elizabeth Hebert
Huntsville, Texas
                    
Chelsea Jordan Henderson**
Reeltown, Alabama
                    
Elliott Junius Henigan, II*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Brandi Meredith Holland
Cochran, Georgia
                    

Zachary Al Host
Gorham, New Hampshire
                    
Zachary Kent Hunkapiller
Douglas, Georgia
                    
L’Zandra V. Jones**~
Douglas, Georgia
                    
Samuel Curtis Joyce
Macon, Georgia
                    
Michael J. Kachele
Sebastian, Florida
                    
John Christian Kendall**
Douglasville, Georgia
                    
Shandi Marie Kennedy 
Zorbanos**~
Augusta, Maine
                    
Christian Lee Kiechel*
Charlotte, North Carolina
                    
Jae Hoon Kim
McDonough, Georgia
                    
Charlie Elizabeth Koch
Port Charlotte, Florida
                    
Hannah Kathleen Lengyel
Marietta, Georgia
                    
Samuel Mark Lyon*
St. Petersburg, Florida
                    
Sultana Fahima Madhubi
Tucker, Georgia
                    
Ryan Christopher Marks
Virginia Beach, Virginia
                    
Brittany Ann Mathis
Hawkinsville, Georgia
                    
Brennan John McElhone
Rome, Georgia
                    
Mylee Marie McKinney**
Baxley, Georgia
                    
Breanna Marie McKnight
Jonesboro, Georgia
                    
Asa Marion McMillian
Cumming, Georgia
                    
Michael Carroll McNamara
Savannah, Georgia
                    
Marissa Holly Merrill*
Winder, Georgia

Maia S. Middleton*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Savanna Morgan Moody
Perry, Georgia
                    
Christi Regina Moore
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
James Hunter Moreland   
Ringgold, Georgia
                    
Jackson Scott Morgan
Leonardtown, Maryland
                    
Christina Lucia Murray*
Warner Robins, Georgia
                    
Essie Udoudo Ndem
Columbus, Georgia
                    
Ariel Madison Newman*
Forsyth, Georgia
                    
Dan T. Nix**
Nashville, Georgia
                    
Victoria Bailey Olson
Loganville, Georgia
                    
Teresa L. Pardiñas 
Lawrenceville, Georgia
                    
Esha Patel
Kennesaw, Georgia
                    
Janhvi Patel-McCarley
London, Ontario, Canada
                    
Anthony Scott Perez
Suwanee, Georgia
                    
Reid Joyner Powell
McDonough, Georgia
                    
Krystal Rose Pruet-Lantz
Sarasota, Florida
                    
Carley Nicole Rampy
Locust Grove, Georgia
                    
Donald Lewis Roberts
McIntyre, Georgia
                    
Kayla Shaquae Rocker
Savannah, Georgia
                    
Allison Megan Rodriguez
Commack, New York
                    
Megan Elizabeth Rosenberger
Snellville, Georgia
                    

M. Brandon Rosenstein*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Katarzyna Rzeszutek*
Saint Simons Island, Georgia
                    
Jack Pease Schley
Columbus, Georgia
                    
Laura Leigh Sheridan*
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
                    
Tyler Martin Sims
Epworth, Georgia
                    
Brittney Alexandra Sizemore**
Cartersville, Georgia
                    
Andrew Mark Skibiel*
Brooks, Georgia
                    
Jennifer Lynn Smith*
Douglas, Georgia
                    
Brianna Nicole Stanley
Milan, Georgia
                    
Courtney Jade Statham
Cedartown, Georgia
                    
Elliot Ryan Stone
Canton, Georgia
                    
Allison Courtney Stover
Richmond Hill, Georgia
                    
Kathleen Anne Taylor
Savannah, Georgia
                    
Sarah Elizabeth Thomas
Calhoun, Georgia
                    
Chloe Blue Thompson
Gulf Breeze, Florida
                    
Casey Torres
Pembroke Pines, Florida
                    
Nicholas Benedict Tuz
Marietta, Georgia
                    
Tressie Nicole Tyner
Wrens, Georgia
                    
Jessica Nicole Wade
Warner Robins, Georgia
                    
Christopher Denton Wages*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Mitchell Blake Walker**
Tifton, Georgia
                    

Benjamin Paul-Rosenfeld White
East Lansing, Michigan
                    
Eldon G. Wiggins
Guatemala City, Guatemala
                    
Emmaline Elizabeth Wilder
Valdosta, Georgia
                    
Anyssa Vaqua Williams
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
John Owen Williams, III
Tallahassee, Florida
                    
Quintesha Shamera Williams*
Irwinton, Georgia
                    
Logan Mackey Williamson
Cincinnati, Ohio
                    
Danielle Amanda Wilson*
Mountain Lakes, New Jersey
                    
S. Jacob Witty
Newnan, Georgia
                    
Allyson Renee Yates
Roanoke, Virginia  
                    
Renjian Zhang
Changsha, Hunan China
          
Juris doctor/
certificate 
in practice 
ManageMent

Sarah Whitfield Rawlings
Sandersville, Georgia
                    
Cory Joseph Wright*
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Courtney Marie Wright
Oviedo, Florida
          
Juris doctor/
Master of Business 
adMinistration

Precious Esosa Okonokhua
Atlanta, Georgia
                    
Tyler Benjamin Toma*
Peachtree City, Georgia
                    
Shadaisa Zhamae Wilcox**~
Douglas, Georgia
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Macon coMMenceMent
Saturday, August 8, 2020  |  9:00 a.m.  |  Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

Presiding  .......................................................................................................................................................... William David Underwood
The President of the University

Prelude ................................................................................................................................................................................ Jack Mitchener
University Organist

Academic Procession* ........................................................................................................................................................ Jack Mitchener

Invocation* ......................................................................................................................................................... Craig Thomas McMahan
Minister of the University and Dean of the Chapel

Welcome ................................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Greetings from Macon-Bibb County  ............................................................................................ Robert Albert Bowen Reichert, JD ’81
Mayor

Special Music, The Lord Bless You and Keep You  ................................................................................................. Arranged by John Rutter

 
Introduction of the Speaker ................................................................................................................................................  D. Scott Davis

Provost

Message to the Graduates .................................................................................................................................................. Sachin Khurana
Finance, Economics, and Management; Class of 2020

Student Awards  ............................................................................................................................................................ Douglas R. Pearson
Vice President and Dean of Students

Conferring of the Degrees  ........................................................................................................................ The President of the University

 School of Business  ................................................................................................................... Interim Dean Julie Ann Petherbridge
Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Business Administration | Master of Business Administration

 School of Engineering .............................................................................................................................  Dean Laura Waneta Lackey
Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Science in Engineering | Master of Science | Master of Science in Engineering

 College of Education .................................................................................................................  Dean Thomas Raymond Koballa, Jr.
Bachelor of Science in Education | Master of Arts in Teaching | Master of Education

 College of Professional Advancement  ............................................................................................... Dean Priscilla Ruth Danheiser
Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Applied Science

Bachelor of Science in Social Science | Master of Science

Presentation of Graduates  ............................................................................................................. Sharon Lim Harle, BBA ’90, MBA ’96
Assistant Vice President, Office of Alumni Services and University Special Events; Reader

Alumni Welcome .................................................................................................................................................. John Andrew Patterson
Senior Vice President for University Advancement

Alma Mater* ............................................................................................................................................... Stanley Leroy Roberts, BA ’84
Arthur Lowndes Rich Professor of Choral Conducting and Associate Dean, School of Music

Benediction  ........................................................................................................................................................ Craig Thomas McMahan

Academic Recession** ....................................................................................................................................................... Jack Mitchener

* The audience is requested to rise.  ** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.

Makayla Brooks, soprano
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Mary Grace Roark, mezzo-soprano
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Collin LaHood, tenor
Bachelor of Music, Class of 2020

Taylor Mosley, bass-baritone 
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Accompanied by Jack Mitchener
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robert reichert

Greetings from the Community
 

Mayor Robert A.B. Reichert grew up in Macon-Bibb, is a veteran of the Vietnam War, graduated 
from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science and earned his J.D. from Mercer University’s 
School of Law. 

In 2016, Mayor Reichert was elected to his second term as mayor of the consolidated Macon-Bibb 
County government. He is the first mayor of the new government and serves as the chief executive 
officer of Macon-Bibb County, and he was also the final mayor for the City of Macon, serving in that role 
for six years. Prior to being elected mayor, he served in the Georgia House of Representatives for 10 years 
and on Macon City Council for five years. 

During his tenure, he has led the effort to: 
 • build a new, consolidated government to better serve the entire community;

• invest more than $80 million in improving and expanding recreation facilities and parks;
• work with local, state, and federal partners to expand the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail from its original one-mile path near   

 downtown to a 15-mile trail stretching from Amerson River Park to the Ocmulgee Mounds National Historic Park;
• create a new walkable, bikeable spine through downtown from East Macon to I-75 at Mercer University Drive in order to   

 spur economic and community development;
• help bring thousands of jobs to the region as multinational corporations relocate or build new facilities here;
• bring back successful air passenger service to the Middle Georgia Regional Airport, hockey to the Centreplex, and baseball   

 to Historic Luther Williams Field;
• help local colleges and universities grow both their student enrollment, their facilities and their impact on the community. 

sachin khUrana

Student Commencement Speaker
 

Sachin Khurana is an exceptionally accomplished scholar with a triple-major in finance, economics 
and management with minors in mathematics, statistics and philosophy. He was born and raised in 
Macon, where he attended Stratford Academy. Following graduation from Mercer, he has been accepted 
to Stanford’s Deferred MBA program and is starting his career as an investment banking analyst in New 
York City.

Khurana was a finalist for the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship at the University of Oxford in 
the United Kingdom. As a senior, he held a 4.0 grade-point average and was a recipient of Mercer’s 
Presidential Scholarship and a partial athletic scholarship. He was an Honors Program Research 
Scholar and received grant funding from Mercer’s BB&T Center for Undergraduate Research in Public 
Policy and Capitalism, first-place prize money from the University of Georgia’s Student Innovation 

Competition and was selected as a finalist in Mercer’s Next Big Idea Competition.
He was a member of Mercer’s men’s tennis team and president of four business-related organizations on campus, including the 

Student-Managed Investment Fund, Financial Management Association, Bear Market Newsletter and Beta Alpha Psi Finance 
Society.

Khurana studied international economics at the University of Oxford, participated in investment banking and alternative 
investment internships at Stifel Financial and Raymond James Financial, respectively, and has taken part in additional internships 
at SCORE Mentors and Operation HOPE. He participated in a Mercer On Mission trip to the Dominican Republic and a study 
abroad experience in Greece.

He was a peer tutor in finance, economics and accounting at the Academic Resource Center and a member of the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee, Delta Sigma Pi Business Fraternity, Office of Student Conduct and Resolution and Honor Council. 
He also served as a member of the Student Government Association’s Fiscal Affairs Committee, a supplemental instructor for the 
Academic Resource Center and a contributing writer for The Cluster student newspaper.

Khurana was selected as a team member representing Mercer in the CFA Research Challenge, Georgia InVenture Prize 
Competition and EPA P3 – People, Prosperity and the Planet Program. He has presented numerous research projects at more than 
a dozen academic conferences, including the 2019 World Congress on Undergraduate Research in Germany.
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candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

Bachelor of 
arts

Rebekah Annette Ballard 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Madeleine Haley Drew 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Carlton Henry Jones 
Thomaston, Georgia                    
Eduardo Rubio Garcia 
Teruel *** Φ
Palmetto, Georgia                    
Nyckeisha’ Faithann Sam 
Snellville, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
Business 
adMinistration

Aya Yasmine Abdulla ** 
Centerville, Georgia                    
Madeline Augusta Albritton ** 
Chula, Georgia                    
Roberto Arteaga * 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
William Spencer Ball * 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Jordan Mchale Banks 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Taylor Allison Bashuk 
Macon, Georgia                    
Janie Elizabeth Beeland * 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Maciej Robert Bender 
Macon, Georgia                    
Aaryan Pravin Bhagwat 
Naperville, Illinois                    
Andrew Lee Bolen 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Carter Borgerson * 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Demetri Rory Bowie 
Queens, New York                    
Matthew Grier Bowling *** 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Jessica Taylor Brabham 
Macon, Georgia                    
Austin Carver Bralick * 
Canton, Georgia                    
Ben C. Brock 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Jean-Luc Beauvoir Brown * 
Decatur, Georgia                    
MacLaren Baur Brydon 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Gabriel Burgos * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Max Samuel Byrd 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Juanita Carrizosa-Villalba * 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Danielle Elaine Castleberry * 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Jacob Michael Chadwell ** 
Valrico, Florida                    
Robert Gregory Chaney 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Alek Hunter Christensen 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania                    
Brynn Marie Codone 
Macon, Georgia                    
Logan Culver
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Ross Lee Cummings 
Burns, Tennessee                    
Elizabeth Danielle Daniels * 
Waverly Hall, Georgia                    
Ashlyn Elizabeth Dent *** 
Saint Augustine, Florida                    
James Robert DeRose ** 
Peoria, Illinois                    
Lauren Dreggors * 
Glennville, Georgia                    
Caleb Steven Dupree 
Macon, Georgia                    
Christopher Todd Ellington 
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Lydia Arthur Elsey ** 
Greenville, South Carolina                    
John Patrick Favre 
Canton, Georgia                    
Karis Lauren Albertha Fisher 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
John C. Flath * 
Lakeland, Florida                    
Brian Nicholas Forrestal 
Albany, Georgia                    
Amber Nicole Gibson ** 
Cypress, Texas                    
Victor Muigai Gitau 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Kerri Marie Graham 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Zachary Ryan Graveno * 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Lee Cain Greenberger 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
James Robert Griggers * 
Byron, Georgia                    
Tanner Earl Hall 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Kelsey Grace Harrell ***~ 
Bainbridge, Georgia                    
Jamie Lynn Hill 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Bradley Hodoval * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    

Kendra Sharon Houghton ** 
Statesboro, Georgia                    
Max Lucas Hurley * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Patrick Timothy Ingle 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Marissa Tiana James *** 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Justyn Gabriel Jean-Felix 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Autumn Rose Johnson * 
Blairsville, Georgia                    
Ava Johnson ***~ 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Rachel Keller 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
William Kerdasha ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shasheen Satish Kher 
Macon, Georgia                    
Sachin Suhas Khurana ***† 
Macon, Georgia                    
Abraham Kim
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Tiffany Minji Kim 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Conner Robert Krieger * 
Bogart, Georgia                    
William Von Leonard * 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Andrew Lindgren Lewis 
Tampa, Florida                    
Lauren Lightfritz ** 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Jordan Shane Lipp ***†~ 
Pine Mountain Valley, Georgia                    
Mary Elizabeth Lively * 
Sturgis, Michigan                    
Dajee Mikayla Lyles 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Courtney Ann Nicole Mackenzie
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Tazeena Hussain Mandani 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Lindsey Grace Mathis 
Dexter, Georgia                    
Cassie Jane McBee 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Zenia Amin Meghani ** 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Om Raj Mehta ** 
Northwood, United Kingdom                    
Madison Ann Meyer * 
Maize, Kansas                    
Brandon Sean Michie ** 
Brisbane, Australia                    
Joseph Ronald Miller
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Mason Adams Miller 
Evans, Georgia                    
Karsten Alexander 
Montgomery * 
Buford, Georgia                    
Hayley Marina Moore
Dubai, United Arab Emirates                    
Marie Mottet ** 
Vernouillet, France                    
Dustin Nelson 
Senoia, Georgia                    
Michael Steven O’Brien 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Lauren Faith O’Dell 
Anniston, Alabama                    
Devin William Orr
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Robinson Brooks Parker 
Jesup, Georgia                    
Matthew Raymond Paschal * 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Clay MacEwan Passante 
Macon, Georgia                    
Kalp Patel **
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Kishan S. Patel 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Harrison Tyrell Poole 
Saint Marys, Georgia                    
Jacob Dunn Priester 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Lindsey Ralson 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Marc Thomas Reiser, III 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Kaelan Mason Riley 
Calhoun, Georgia                    
Anna Valeria Rodas Kafati *** 
Houston, Texas                    
Francisco Rosete Fabos * 
Gijón, Spain                    
Jolie Anne Rowland ** 
Dublin, Georgia                    
Amanda Lynn Schwartz * 
Oak Park, California                    
Evan Christian Sell ***~ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
William Riley Shannon *** 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Layton Christopher Sheets * 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Nicholas Aaron Smith 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Fredric Clifton Snyder, II 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Annamarie Sovic *** 
Rotterdam, Netherlands                    
Colton Wilder Sowash * 
Cumming, Georgia

Keyshonda Rakell Stafford * 
Adel, Georgia                    
Megan Isabel Steele 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Taylor James Stevenson 
Saint Simons Island, Georgia                    
Linton Olivier Stuart *
Bussy-Saint-Georges, France                    
Jackson Edward Suggs 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jessica Lauren Teal 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Shannon Cheng Tho *** 
Olathe, Kansas                    
Quran Thomas 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Nicholas John Thompson 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Eva Noelle Thorn * 
Cincinnati, Ohio                    
Ramiyyah Ciara Tisdale 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Leonel Toledo * 
Gainesville, Georgia                    
Ryan Christopher Torbert, Jr.
Richmond Hill, Georgia                    
Makenzie Lee Tramell * 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jack Parker Tribou 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kim Quoc Trong Cao 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Alfred Troy 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Efstathios Tsiranidis *** 
Ptolemaida, Greece                    
Julia Rose Turbyfield * 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Alexander Wilson Waldron 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Donald Wright Williams, Jr. ** 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Jenny Zhang *** 
Martinez, Georgia
          
Master of 
Business 
adMinistration

Marcus D. Ashley 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Lea Doan Baker 
Macon, Georgia                    
Tristen Julian Hinson Bennett 
Musella, Georgia                    
Kevin Gerard Bess 
Lakewood, Washington                    
Carson Josiah Best 
Bonaire, Georgia                    

Carolyn Ashley Blann
Macon, Georgia                    
Wesley Glenn Brown 
Macon, Georgia                    
Thomas Anthony Butera 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
John Brandon Carter 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Melissa Rene Carvin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Thu Xuan Tran Chau 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Willie Abraham Coneway
Sandersville, Georgia                    
Xandria Shantrell Corbin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Brian Matthew Dobbins 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Jesse Daniel Drew 
Macon, Georgia                    
Alex M. Freeman
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Megan Allain Gates 
Evans, Georgia                    
Daniel Timothy Gochenaur
Gray, Georgia                    
Jayla Michelle Greely 
Snellville, Georgia                    
William Chad Griffin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Neil Thomas Grimsley 
Reynolds, Georgia                    
Brandon Isaiah Gurley 
Huntsville, Alabama                    
Wesley C. Hardy 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Varrick Denard Horton 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
KC Lynn Humphries 
Macon, Georgia                    
Omar Khan 
Centerville, Georgia                    
Patrick McCoy Kitchens 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Jack Austin Kouloukas
Roswell, Georgia                    
Enrique Maisonet 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Jeralisse Martinez 
Centerville, Georgia                    
Ryan Iverson May 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Jennifer Elise Mazurkiewicz 
Grayson, Georgia                    
James Ryan Mendez 
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Martin Enoch Michael, II 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    

Precious Esosa Okonokhua 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Matthew Ryan Oxyer 
Perry, Georgia                    
Loy Phillip Peppers, III 
Canton, Georgia                    
John Michael Phillips 
Macon, Georgia                    
Joshua J. Pike 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Stella Larice Preston 
Safety Harbor, Florida                    
Kimberlee Amanda Radford 
Macon, Georgia                    
David Edward Ragan 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Winston Riley 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Richard Gene Robinson 
Vidalia, Georgia                    
Joshua David Rubin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Timothy James Sanders 
Rome, Georgia                    
Jessica Gabrielle Shurman 
Macon, Georgia                    
Hannah Elizabeth Smith
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Emily Claire Stepp
Boiling Springs, North Carolina                    
Elizabeth Kylie Stewart 
Buford, Georgia                    
George Walton Taylor, III 
Opelika, Alabama                    
Stanford Seth Taylor 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Vivian Lanette Thomas 
Macon, Georgia                    
Rachel Marie Thrasher 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Tyler Benjamin Toma 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Dalton Evan Turner 
Hephzibah, Georgia                    
Carter A. Varga 
Clermont, Florida                    
Debora Samantha Villegas 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Carl Daniel Westfall, III 
Dalton, Georgia                    
Thomas John Whelan 
Jackson, Michigan                    
Shadaisa Zhamae Wilcox ~ 
Douglas, Georgia                    
Marquell C. Wyatt 
Aurora, Colorado                    
Austin Conrad Wysor 
Trussville, Alabama

school of bUsiness

Bachelor of 
science

Alexander Brown 
Macon, Georgia                    
Charles Elliott Bundrick 
Rebecca, Georgia                    
Michael Alexander Cosby ** 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Evan Buckley Gambill *** 
Moultrie, Georgia                    
James Coleman Harbor 
Gordon, Georgia                    

Timothy James McLemore, Jr.
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Jonathan Morey * 
Albany, Georgia                    
Davis Braxton Perkins * 
Mansfield, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science in 
engineering

Mehraj Ahmed 
Duluth, Georgia                    

Mohammed Khaled 
Mohammed Almawash 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia                    
Emma June Li Anderson ** 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Aaron James Andrews 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Jennifer Jade Andrews ***† 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Alfred Gerald Lualhati Arenas * 
Rome, Georgia                    
Diogo Vieira Ávila * 
Cruzeiro, Sao Paulo, Brazil                    

Gregory Langston Baker *** 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Quintavious Darnell Berry 
Albany, Georgia                    
Justin Boquist * 
Byron, Georgia                    
Logan Addison Bradford *** 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Chanah Dawnamae Elizabeth 
Bremar ***† 
Saint George’s, Bermuda                    
William Brett Brewer 
Forsyth, Georgia                    

Westley Trey Bridges 
Gordon, Georgia                    
Caleb Allen Brown 
Dunn, North Carolina                    
Rachel Carolee Burns * 
Byron, Georgia                    
Mason Tyler Burton 
Phenix City, Alabama                    
Riley Christopher Carlson 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Cameron Alex Carrier *** 
Dublin, Georgia                    
Tara Chavda 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    

Blake Stephen Chester **† 
Canton, Georgia                    
Shing Ho Chiu 
Evans, Georgia                    
Daniella Alessandra 
Chrabuszcz *† 
Macon, Georgia                    
Skylar Lindsey Christianson 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Amanda Louise Cimino ***†~ 
Flowery Branch, Georgia                    
Mary Catherine Connell *† 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    

Thomas Logan Craighead 
Canton, Georgia                    
Alexander Drake Davis ** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Deion Jacquar Davis 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Emily Laurel Davis ***† 
Perry, Georgia                    
Megan Lee Delmonico ***† 
Denver, Colorado                    
Andrew Isaac Lynn DeLoach 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Timothy Richard Deremer *** 
Jefferson, Georgia                    

school of engineering
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candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

Timothy Carl Detwiler * 
Lawenceville, Georgia                    
Ariel Dornisch ***† 
Charleston, South Carolina                    
Paula Lynn Drake 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Charlotte Rosalie 
Dungan ***†~ 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Joshua S. Dupaty ** 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Sarah Katherine Earnesty **† 
Fredericksburg, Virginia                    
Jonathan Paul Ely 
Macon, Georgia                    
Dazia C. Enriquez 
Mastic, New York                    
Blake Cathal Farrell 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Andrew Seth Ferrara 
Huntsville, Alabama                    
Ryan Andrew Field 
Brookhaven, Georgia                    
William Jackson Filson 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Bradley Dylan St. Aubyn Ford * 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Alexandra Marley Frink ** 
Ellicott City, Maryland                    
Donald Garrett Fulwood 
Macon, Georgia                    
Blair Lindsay Gatland ***† 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Michael Curtis Gentry *** 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Savannah Chase George
Savannah, Georgia                    
Kimberly Ann Gessner * 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Dawood Ghiathi 
Cuthbert, Georgia                    
Adam Jacob Gracyalny ***† 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Clayton Henry Guest * 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Kyle Joseph Hensel 
Macon, Georgia                    
Connor John Herne ** 
Bloomington, Illinois                    
Regan Leann Hinman 
Kingsland, Georgia                    
Cassidy Lynn Hipp 
Greer, South Carolina                    
David George Holland 
Milner, Georgia                    

Hunter Brandon Horde 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Cynthia Brooke Horka 
Byron, Georgia                    
Langston Hughes 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Matthew Daniel Hunter 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Dakota Blake Johnson 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Mia Alexis Jones-Johnson 
Canton, Georgia                    
Madison Leah Judd ***
Macon, Georgia                    
Dylan Thomas Kennedy *** 
Canton, Georgia                    
Connor Marton Kozma * 
Tifton, Georgia                    
William Mason Lawing * 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Brandi Jaqae’ Lewis ** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Miles Andrew Lewis * 
Cornelia, Georgia                    
Yu Binn Lim 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Dylan Christopher Loggins *† 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Thomas Jeffrey Long 
Huntersville, North Carolina                    
Fatima Lopez Sosa 
Macon, Georgia                    
Sarah Delanie Lynch *** 
Nicholson, Georgia                    
William Joseph Mahlbacher 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Sabrina Mechelle Mahnke † 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Jordan Lee Mangham 
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Michael Andrew Marcoux *† 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
William John McCarthy 
Walpole, Massachusetts                    
Landon Wesley McNeill ** 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Shivani Divyesh Modi ** 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Jahari Moore 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Lilian Caroline Morin **† 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Benjamin Julius Myers 
Russellville, Arkansas                    
Karley Rae Nix * 
Blairsville, Georgia

Brian Curtis O’Donnell 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Jonathan Oh 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Ishan Ajit Patel * 
Perry, Georgia                    
Rujul Jitendra Patel 
Macon, Georgia                    
Caitlyn Carter Patton ***† 
Durham, North Carolina                    
Jocelyn Varona Peña † 
Saint Augustine, Florida                    
Emma Marie Perdomo 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Hannah Jane Perry 
Tampa, Florida                    
Hannah Patricia Margaret 
Peshek
Houston, Texas                    
Andrew Barry Pettit 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Darren Brantley Pickren ** 
Brunswick, Georgia                    
Malik Jamal Pierre 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Taylor Louise Pirmantgen 
Lowell, North Carolina                    
Joseph Girard Preziosi ***† 
Lakeland, Florida                    
Michael Blondell Quinn *** 
Stevensville, Maryland                    
Connor Lloyd Reed * 
Rome, Georgia                    
Christopher Ryan Rehak *** 
Fortson, Georgia                    
Douglas James Richardson, Jr.
Marietta, Georgia                    
Nicholas Scott Riddell 
Macon, Georgia                    
John Grant Rightmyer 
Saint Petersburg, Florida                    
Andrew Sherwood 
Robinson *** 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Nicholas John Rogie 
Pooler, Georgia                    
Kevin PiedraSanta Sabusay 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Sebastian Sanchez Lara 
Medellin, Colombia                    
Mary Kathryn Savage *** 
Hoover, Alabama                    
Tayla Arianna Scott ** 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Austin Lane Sewell *** 
Dry Branch, Georgia                    

Christopher Dale Shirk 
Woodbridge, Virginia                    
Poras Shekhar Shroff 
Buford, Georgia                    
Brady Thomas Simon ***† 
Rome, Georgia                    
Gabrielle Louise Sims 
Winder, Georgia                    
Pierce Everett Smith * 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Tyler Scott Smith 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Jacob Logan Sokolove 
Ball Ground, Georgia                    
Kelsea Elaine Southwick 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Mark Thomas Stevens 
Rome, Georgia                    
Ethan Parker Stokes * 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Charles George Stroud, Jr. * 
Macon, Georgia                    
John Thomas Tatum, III 
Macon, Georgia                    
Andrew Lee Thaxton 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Justin Christopher Theophile 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Caitlin Thompson *** 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Courtney C. Ton-Nu † 
Danielsville, Georgia                    
Kyle R. Trammell 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Angela Denise Tucker 
Fort Valley, Georgia                    
Christopher David Tutterow 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Harrison Mikeal Verhine ***† 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Deryl Hart Warner, Jr.
Saint Simons Island, Georgia                    
Donald James Watson, II 
Macon, Georgia                    
Holly Margaret Wells 
Tampa, Florida                    
Eric Daniel Wiley * 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Jared Aaron Williamson 
Calhoun, Georgia                    
Kathryn Elizabeth Wirth * 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Michael Witting 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Jonathan George Wood 
Marietta, Georgia

Roy Andrew Wood * 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Elise Guifeng Young *** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia
          
Master of 
science

Erwin Theodore Avery, Jr.
Durham, North Carolina                    
Christina Suk Cannon 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Hannah Fletcher Vann Nabi 
Macon, Georgia                    
Shamreen Sultan Pradhan
Dallas, Texas
          
Master of 
science in 
engineering

Mohammed Khaled 
Mohammed Almawash 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia                    
Paige Alexandra Alsten 
Lighthouse Point, Florida                    
Gregory Langston Baker 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Joseph Benjamin Bass 
Morristown, Tennessee                    
Alexander Michael Bohn 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Jeffery Thomas Brenna 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Derek Thomas Byrne 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Kimberly Lynn Camerino 
Poughkeepsie, New York                    
Cameron Alex Carrier 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Bradley Francis Champagne
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Nicholas Dimitri Cordista 
Moultrie, Georgia                    
David A. Crabtree 
Martinez, Georgia                    
Alexander Drake Davis 
Macon, Georgia                    
Timothy Richard Deremer 
Jefferson, Georgia                    
John Daniel Edwards 
Macon, Georgia                    
Rebecca Grace Etter 
Fort Valley, Georgia                    
Michael Taylor Ewing 
Hagerstown, Maryland                    
Jonathan David Frazier 
Dublin, Georgia

Michael Curtis Gentry 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Dawood Ghiathi 
Cuthbert, Georgia                    
Gregory Lee Gilbert 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Richard Chad Gordon 
Byron, Georgia                    
Zachery David Grantham 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Clayton Henry Guest 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Graham Doc Guthrie 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Joshua Caleb Guy 
Macon, Georgia                    
Myranda Hope Ham 
Franklin, Tennessee                    
Charles James Hammock
Macon, Georgia                    
Matthew Thomas Hampton 
Kent, United Kingdom                    
Myles Chalmers Harris 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Daniel Andrew Hopkins 
Reynolds, Georgia                    
William David Jackson
Centerville, Georgia                    
Dorian TaiShayun Kithcart 
Durham, North Carolina                    
Benjamin Joseph Lehe 
Mooresville, North Carolina                    
Morgan Elizabeth Leslie 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Zhen Xin Li
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Sarah Elizabeth Littleton 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Toby Michael Logan 
Macon, Georgia                    
Mia Nicole Manto 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Daniel Alejandro Marcuse-
Gonzalez 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mark Brandon Matthews
Byron, Georgia                    
Ronald Scott Mayfield 
Morris, Alabama                    
Christopher Paul Miletto 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Annabeth Miller 
Donalsonville, Georgia                    
Derek Brandon Munday
Las Vegas, Nevada                    

Juan Pablo Munoz 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Katelyn Uyen Nguyen 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Zakary Nichols
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Marc Nathaniel Palomares 
Tyrone, Georgia                    
Aavishkar Patel
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Mohini Girish Patel 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Rutt R. Patel 
Felton, Delaware                    
Sagar Ghanshyam Patel 
Perry, Georgia                    
Shawn Shalome Pitter 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Ammar Mustafa Qahtani 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia                    
Christopher Devon Raffield 
Macon, Georgia                    
Aja Jayne Fuling Rawden 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Monica Cristina Resto-
Fernandez
Jacksonville, Florida                    
William Evencio Rosales, Jr.
Macon, Georgia                    
Austin Brooks Samuelson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Zachary Glenn Schindler 
Macon, Georgia                    
Adewunmi Olanrewaju 
Sobowale 
Richmond Hill, Georgia                    
Brooke Nichole Speece 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Jay Tandon 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Benjamin Orion Taubner 
Scotia, New York                    
Emilie Rose Vanness 
Memphis, Tennessee                    
Eric Milliken Via
Wilson, North Carolina                    
Shruthi Vikraman
Cumming, Georgia                    
Alyza Villa
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Logan Kenneth Jackson 
Widener 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Conner Charles Wood 
Macon, Georgia                    
Mengdi Zou 
Roswell, Georgia

Bachelor of 
science in 
education

Emma Wells Applegate ** 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Sydney Danielle Baskett * 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Katharine Grace Buckland ** 
Okemos, Michigan                    
Madison Brooke Buerster *** 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Ashley Copelan * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Jordynn Elise Edwards 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Jacquelynn Nicole Garcia ** 
Dallas, Georgia

Katherine Ruth Gravitt 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Emilie Rose Hickey 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Madison Jayne LaCroix *** 
Narragansett, Rhode Island                    
Jessica Katherine Lewis ***† 
Hilliard, Ohio                    
Nicole Abriana Lutch *** 
Buford, Georgia                    
Emily Catherine Lynch *** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Grace Patricia Maloney ***† 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Melinda Rita McCarthy * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Emily Joyce Meskimen *** 
Cumming, Georgia

Emma Grace Meuleman * 
Gainesville, Florida                    
Abigail Moss * 
Evans, Georgia                    
Abigail Catherine Nicholson ** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Mikaela Elizabeth Pavin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Kadi Lauren Perry *** 
Jefferson, Georgia                    
Jaycie Maya Rollins *** 
Eastman, Georgia                    
Delaney Shaye Ryan *** 
Saint Petersburg, Florida                    
Kasey Lynne Thom *** 
Hudson, Ohio                    
Christen Lacey Trice 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Katelyn Diana West ***† 
Macon, Georgia                    
Jamecia Nicole Williams 
Macon, Georgia                    
Hannah Elizabeth Winslett 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Courtney Winston 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Keeley Winston * 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Master of arts 
in teaching

Laurice Z. Chao 
Arcadia, California                    
Rodney C. Davis 
Cleveland, Ohio                    

Alexa Brionne Gaston 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Leeanne Marie Griffin 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Brianna Christian Harris 
Chicago, Illinois                    
Jamie Denise Hurd Baggett 
Fayetteville, North Carolina                    
Adam Pearson Landin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Casandra D. Malcolm 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Alec Dupree Powers 
Thomson, Georgia

Master of 
education

Kathryn Susan Adcock 
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Andrew Jacob Bryant 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Danielle Lee Franklin 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa                    
Alex George Gott 
Bedworth, England                    
Donald Carter Harper, Jr.
Jefferson, Georgia                    
Anna Grace Heisel 
Hartwell, Georgia                    
Jack Thomas Lee 
Louisville, Kentucky                    

Evan Cornelius Lewis 
Versailles, Missouri                    
Tarik Kwame Muse 
Youngstown, Ohio                    
Aleksandra Nionova 
Riga, Latvia                    
John Weston Peach, Jr.
Jasper, Florida                    
Carter Christian Rowland 
Tarpon Springs, Florida                    
Ethan Tyler Stair 
Meridianville, Alabama                    
Andrew Nicholas Sutton 
Ripley, Ohio                    
Blossom Mong Thao 
Winder, Georgia                    
Lauren Rhiannon Whyte 
Saint Andrews, Scotland

college of edUcation 
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candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

college of Professional advanceMent

Bachelor of 
arts

April Denise Cantrell ***~ 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Kimberly Deneen DavisHarris 
Macon, Georgia                    
Javoski Morcell Harden 
Macon, Georgia                    
Paris Patrice Anataya Hunt 
Broxton, Georgia                    
Donna Rene Johnson ~ 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    

Courtney Nicole Logan 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Ray Anthony Sapp **~ 
Byron, Georgia                    
CaMeisha Arei’l Smart 
Macon, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science

Sandria Lowe Adside 
Gordon, Georgia                    
Monique Maxine Jewel Allen 
Macon, Georgia                    

Brandon Justin Cooper 
Macon, Georgia                    
Marie Gordon 
Macon, Georgia                    
Alexus J’Shade Green 
Macon, Georgia                    
Mykaula Symone Harvey 
Cordele, Georgia                    
Jakyll Latrell Henry 
Hampton, Virginia                    
Michelle Azalea Jackson ***~ 
Thomaston, Georgia                    

Amelita George Martin 
Macon, Georgia                    
Tarika Leshir Napier 
Macon, Georgia                    
Lakea Tanisha Thomas 
Macon, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
applied science

Thaiyeasha Anelec Delayne 
Green 
Macon, Georgia                    
Shonda Lafaye Harper 
Perry, Georgia

Vickie Harrah Johnson ~ 
Macon, Georgia                    
Cynthia Denise Patterson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Melissa Diane Pollock ***~ 
Bonaire, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science in 
social science

Jerrell Lamond Mason 
Jackson, Mississippi                    

Erica L. Patterson 
Macon, Georgia
          
Master of 
science

Shawna Nicole Crockett Jones 
Chicago, Illinois                    
Nicholas Anthony Lopez
Los Angeles, California                    
Edgar A. Reyes
Humacao, Puerto Rico

innovations in teaching award 
Co-sponsored by the Vulcan Materials Company and Mercer University

Clara Mengolini, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

2019 – 2020 excellence in first-year 
stUdent advising award 

Sponsored by the Office of Academic and Advising Services

Jeff Pullen, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

school of engineering 
2019 – 2020 clayton r. PaUl 
teaching excellence award

Melinda Hollingshed, Ph.D.
Instructor of Industrial Engineering/Management

sP e c i a l awa r d s

Participation in the graduation ceremony does not necessarily represent conferral of the degree. Degrees are awarded at the end of the term in which all requirements are met. 
Honors printed in the program and announced at the commencement ceremony are based on grades earned at the time of program publication, and may not reflect final honors.
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Macon coMMenceMent
Saturday, August 8, 2020  |  3:00 p.m.  |  Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

Presiding  .......................................................................................................................................................... William David Underwood
The President of the University

Prelude ................................................................................................................................................................................ Jack Mitchener
University Organist

Academic Procession* ........................................................................................................................................................ Jack Mitchener

Invocation* ......................................................................................................................................................... Craig Thomas McMahan
Minister of the University and Dean of the Chapel

Welcome ................................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Greetings from Macon-Bibb County  ............................................................................................ Robert Albert Bowen Reichert, JD ’81
Mayor

Special Music, The Lord Bless You and Keep You  ................................................................................................. Arranged by John Rutter

 
Introduction of the Speaker ................................................................................................................................................  D. Scott Davis

Provost

Message to the Graduates .................................................................................................................................................. Sachin Khurana
Finance, Economics, and Management; Class of 2020

Student Awards  ............................................................................................................................................................ Douglas R. Pearson
Vice President and Dean of Students

Conferring of the Degrees  ........................................................................................................................ The President of the University

 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences .................................................................................................... Dean Anita Olson Gustafson

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Science in Health Science

 School of Music  ................................................................................................................................................. Dean C. David Keith

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Music | Bachelor of Music Education | Master of Music

 College of Health Professions  ............................................................................................................. Dean Lisa Murphey Lundquist

Bachelor of Science | Master of Athletic Training

Presentation of Graduates  .......................................................................................................................................... Edward J. Weintraut
Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Reader

Alumni Welcome .................................................................................................................................................. John Andrew Patterson
Senior Vice President for University Advancement

Alma Mater* ............................................................................................................................................. Stanley Leroy Roberts, B.A. ’84
Arthur Lowndes Rich Professor of Choral Conducting and Associate Dean, School of Music

Benediction  ........................................................................................................................................................ Craig Thomas McMahan

Academic Recession** ....................................................................................................................................................... Jack Mitchener

* The audience is requested to rise.  
** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.

Makayla Brooks, soprano
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Mary Grace Roark, mezzo-soprano
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Collin LaHood, tenor
Bachelor of Music, Class of 2020

Taylor Mosley, bass-baritone 
Bachelor of Music Education, Class of 2020

Accompanied by Jack Mitchener
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robert reichert

Greetings from the Community
 

Mayor Robert A.B. Reichert grew up in Macon-Bibb, is a veteran of the Vietnam War, graduated 
from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science and earned his J.D. from Mercer University’s 
School of Law. 

In 2016, Mayor Reichert was elected to his second term as mayor of the consolidated Macon-Bibb 
County government. He is the first mayor of the new government and serves as the chief executive 
officer of Macon-Bibb County, and he was also the final mayor for the City of Macon, serving in that role 
for six years. Prior to being elected mayor, he served in the Georgia House of Representatives for 10 years 
and on Macon City Council for five years. 

During his tenure, he has led the effort to: 
 • build a new, consolidated government to better serve the entire community;

• invest more than $80 million in improving and expanding recreation facilities and parks;
• work with local, state, and federal partners to expand the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail from its original one-mile path near   

 downtown to a 15-mile trail stretching from Amerson River Park to the Ocmulgee Mounds National Historic Park;
• create a new walkable, bikeable spine through downtown from East Macon to I-75 at Mercer University Drive in order to   

 spur economic and community development;
• help bring thousands of jobs to the region as multinational corporations relocate or build new facilities here;
• bring back successful air passenger service to the Middle Georgia Regional Airport, hockey to the Centreplex, and baseball   

 to Historic Luther Williams Field;
• help local colleges and universities grow both their student enrollment, their facilities and their impact on the community. 

sachin khUrana

Student Commencement Speaker
 

Sachin Khurana is an exceptionally accomplished scholar with a triple-major in finance, economics 
and management with minors in mathematics, statistics and philosophy. He was born and raised in 
Macon, where he attended Stratford Academy. Following graduation from Mercer, he has been accepted 
to Stanford’s Deferred MBA program and is starting his career as an investment banking analyst in New 
York City.

Khurana was a finalist for the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship at the University of Oxford in 
the United Kingdom. As a senior, he held a 4.0 grade-point average and was a recipient of Mercer’s 
Presidential Scholarship and a partial athletic scholarship. He was an Honors Program Research 
Scholar and received grant funding from Mercer’s BB&T Center for Undergraduate Research in Public 
Policy and Capitalism, first-place prize money from the University of Georgia’s Student Innovation 

Competition and was selected as a finalist in Mercer’s Next Big Idea Competition.
He was a member of Mercer’s men’s tennis team and president of four business-related organizations on campus, including the 

Student-Managed Investment Fund, Financial Management Association, Bear Market Newsletter and Beta Alpha Psi Finance 
Society.

Khurana studied international economics at the University of Oxford, participated in investment banking and alternative 
investment internships at Stifel Financial and Raymond James Financial, respectively, and has taken part in additional internships 
at SCORE Mentors and Operation HOPE. He participated in a Mercer On Mission trip to the Dominican Republic and a study 
abroad experience in Greece.

He was a peer tutor in finance, economics and accounting at the Academic Resource Center and a member of the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee, Delta Sigma Pi Business Fraternity, Office of Student Conduct and Resolution and Honor Council. 
He also served as a member of the Student Government Association’s Fiscal Affairs Committee, a supplemental instructor for the 
Academic Resource Center and a contributing writer for The Cluster student newspaper.

Khurana was selected as a team member representing Mercer in the CFA Research Challenge, Georgia InVenture Prize 
Competition and EPA P3 – People, Prosperity and the Planet Program. He has presented numerous research projects at more than 
a dozen academic conferences, including the 2019 World Congress on Undergraduate Research in Germany.



Bachelor of 
arts

Ahmed Abdalla Alblooshi
Macon, Georgia                    
Mellisa Aleus
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania                    
Casey Erin Allen ***
Savannah, Georgia                    
Anthony Alvarez
Roswell, Georgia                    
William Lafayette Amos, IV
Columbus, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Miller Andrews
Tampa, Florida                    
Juliana Paola Arenas 
Velasquez ** Φ
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Macire Aribot ** Φ
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Suzanna Arul
Marietta, Georgia                    
Nassim J. Ashford
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Ibrahim Muhammad Aslam
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Loida Casandra Asumu Mokuy
Macon, Georgia                    
Troy Stephen Ater
Tampa, Florida                    
Marianna Bacallao **
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Victoria Marie Bahena
Norcross, Georgia                    
Kaila Nicole Banker ***† Φ
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Kody Scott Barfield
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Ranha Beak ***
Macon, Georgia                    
Ashleigh Lucille Fenn Bishop
Macon, Georgia                    
Darian Chase Bishop *
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Shakti Biswas *
Marietta, Georgia                    
Haryson Faith Blair
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Morgan Elizabeth Brady * 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Ronald Elias Brandenburg 
Franklin, Georgia                    
Emily Sara Branzell
Hoschton, Georgia                    
Tiana Michelle Brown * 
Statesboro, Georgia                    
Victoria Ruth Brown ***
Macon, Georgia                    
Jenna Bruck ** Φ
Duluth, Georgia                    
Emily Mulan Brune
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Savanna Cheyenne Bryson
Mulberry, Florida                    
Tucker Maclane 
Buffington ***†~ Φ
Gainesville, Georgia                    
Emily Rose Cadle *
Mansfield, Ohio                    
Sydney Campbell ***~
Winder, Georgia                    
Carolina Rae Cannon *
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Toni Sage Carson
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Taylor Ashleigh Chestnutt
Warner Robins, Georgia                    

Kieren Alyssa Claybon *
Loganville, Georgia                    
Madeline Raine Cole
Macon, Georgia                    
Taylor Alexis Cole
Augusta, Georgia                    
Simone Coleman *
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Elisabeth Colquitt *
Gray, Georgia                    
Sameal Con-Roma
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Holly Robin Cooper ** Φ
Moultrie, Georgia                    
Zaiyid Bryon Cooper
Conyers, Georgia                    
Julio Ricardo Corzo Mittelstaedt
Guatemala City, Guatemala                    
Samantha Louise Creswell 
Waxhaw, North Carolina                    
Alexander Logan Crotty
Lake Mary, Florida                    
Emily Cuarenta
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Ariel Camille Daniels *** Φ 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
McKaylin Madison Darsey ** 
Hinesville, Georgia                    
Micah Andrew Davis * Φ
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Djordje Dimitrijevic ***
Grdelica, Serbia                    
Perlie Do
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Camille LeAnn Edwards
Tampa, Florida                    
Baylor Miles Elliott
Thomaston, Georgia                    
Levi Aaron Farmer
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Malique Alexander James 
Fleming 
Nashville, Tennessee                    
James William Foreman 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Alyssa Dawn Fortner * 
Chickamauga, Georgia                    
Zara Modupe Gabriel
Duluth, Georgia                    
Winston Williams Gammon 
Cedartown, Georgia                    
Peter Garcia, IV ***†Φ

Savannah, Georgia                    
Richard Alexander Garcia
West Orange, New Jersey                    
Lacee Aurielle Getter
Irmo, South Carolina                    
Alexis Gonzalez ** Φ
Virginia Beach, Virginia                    
James Robert Griggers *
Byron, Georgia                    
Jourdan Janae Harper
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Madilyn Grace Harrell **
Jesup, Georgia                    
Sarah Macon Harris ***†Φ

Austell, Georgia                    
Cody Austin Harrison
Pooler, Georgia                    
Denise Harrow
Columbus, Georgia                    
Christian Shell Hartley **
Saint Simons Island, Georgia                    
Emily Lorraine Harvey ***†~ Φ
Pine Knoll Shores, North Carolina                    
Jeffrey Alexander Heinzman ** Φ 
Brunswick, Ohio

Tyler Charles Hendrix
Griffin, Georgia                    
Melissa Carol Henriques
Acworth, Georgia                    
Margaret Anna Hicks *** Φ
Warm Springs, Georgia                    
Brycen Cole Higdon
Cartersville, Georgia                    
Anaise Lucila Higgins *
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Whitney Cheyenne Hines 
Fort Valley, Georgia                    
Brittany Paula Hornick 
Rome, Georgia                    
Kyrie Hope Hugdahl *
Macon, Georgia                    
Noel Marie Hullfish *
Metairie, Louisiana                    
Camryn Aaliyah Jackson
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Samuel Jacobs
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Kory P. Jarzyk *†
Loganville, Georgia                    
Amy Catherine Jenkins ***
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Caylen Nicole Johnson
Savannah, Georgia                    
Emma Bailey Johnston *
Macon, Georgia                    
Josie Jones
Tifton, Georgia                    
Kelly Juarez
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Shreya Reddy Kanukunta ** 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Gavin Joseph Kearns ** 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Isaiah Kennedy
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Haleigh B. Kersey
Vidalia, Georgia                    
Rylee Sarah Kirk *
Rincon, Georgia                    
Morgan Elizabeth Knapp
Macon, Georgia                    
Arnelle Ngombogle Konde 
Albany, Georgia                    
Fabian Kopp ***† Φ
Macon, Georgia                    
Maggie Carolyn Kowalchuk
Brunswick, Georgia                    
Amber Danielle Labezius
Catasauqua, Pennsylvania                    
Cefari D. Langford
Macon, Georgia                    
Lindsey Grace Layton
Chula, Georgia                    
Cody Michael Lee
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Eryn Alexis Lee
Snellville, Georgia                    
Jessica Ruth Lee *
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Kenneth Duane Lemoine, II **
Roswell, Georgia                    
Brianna Elizabeth Levin *** Φ
Marietta, Georgia                    
Jessica Katherine Lewis ***†
Hilliard, Ohio                    
Sydnee Logan Lewis
Woodbine, Georgia                    
Alyssa Marie Lorenzen *
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Kamren D. Lott
Jacksonville, Florida                    

Tamera Latrice Lowe **
Covington, Georgia                    
Michaela Angela Lucas * 
Kensington, Maryland                    
Jacob Isaiah Brady Lugenbeel 
Boone, North Carolina                    
Laiza Katrina A. Lumban
Byron, Georgia                    
Elijah B. Maier ** Φ
Milton, Georgia                    
Charlotte Marrs *
Los Angeles, California                    
Katherine Martin *
Ellicott City, Maryland                    
Maggie Belle Martin ***†~
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Chandler Mathis *
Tifton, Georgia                    
Evan Barrington McKenzie
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Brenna Maeve McNulty ** Φ 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Angela Korkor Mensah
Prampram, Ghana                    
Priya Merai *
Martinez, Georgia                    
Lisa Ann Meskimen
Cumming, Georgia                    
Fanta Patrice Mitchell
Austell, Georgia                    
Jaylin Nicole Mitchell
Buford, Georgia                    
Emily Maria Mixon ***
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Amina S. Mohamed *
Windsor, New York                    
Giselle Alejandra Mondragon 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Caitlin Hanna Montgomery *†
Fort Mill, South Carolina                    
Oscar James Moore, Jr.
Griffin, Georgia                    
Alexia Italia Morey
Colorado Springs, Colorado                    
Truett Wilburn Moss
Calhoun, Georgia                    
TerQuin Tu’va Mott, Jr.
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Harrison David Mowell
Brooks, Georgia                    
Ali Muhammad
Hoover, Alabama                    
Anisah Muhammad *** 
Manchester, Georgia                    
Zachary Aaron Mullinax *** Φ
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Valencia Natavious Myrick
Macon, Georgia                    
Akihiro Matih Nakamura
Duluth, Georgia                    
Olivia Marie Nation
Orlando, Florida                    
Sterling Neill
The Rock, Georgia                    
Hannah Hong An Grace 
Nguyen 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Hieu H. Nguyen *
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam                    
Tuesday Nicole Nobles **
Alamo, Georgia                    
Raejan Sage Noh ***~ Φ
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Ashlyn Taylor Nozemack *
Sparks Glencoe, Maryland                    
Trevor Samuel Odom *
Pensacola, Florida

Shola Biola Ogunde * 
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Princess Ihuoma Ogundu *** Φ
Hahira, Georgia                    
Margaret Hope Oldham 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Julia Nicole Parks 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Karishma M. Patel 
Sandy Springs, Georgia                    
Gopiben P. Patel 
Albany, Georgia                    
Hinal Patel ** Φ   
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Kush Manish Patel 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Nishi Patel **†
Canton, Georgia                    
Adam Penland *
Hiawassee, Georgia                    
Chase Adam Peplin **
Buford, Georgia                    
Steven Drew Peppers *** 
Oxford, Georgia                    
Mackenzie Lee Pfaff 
Brunswick, Georgia                    
Charles F. Pridgen 
Broxton, Georgia                    
Morgan Leigh Prillaman *** 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Bella Marie Rama 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Ashlyn Elizabeth Rebel *** Φ  
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Madeline Haley Reece
Newnan, Georgia                    
Gregory Render-Butler
Macon, Georgia                    
Cameron Archer Rhodes *
Cartersville, Georgia                    
Emily Virginia 
Robertson ***† ~ Φ  
Greensboro, Georgia                    
Sarah Anne Rogers
Dawsonville, Georgia                    
Kedric Ross **
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Tianna Danielle Ross
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Kayla Cristen Rowland
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Moriah Grace Roycroft ***†Φ

Mount Pleasant, North Carolina                    
Emily Samantha Sapp
Jackson, Georgia                    
Payton M. Schanen
Sandy Springs, Georgia                    
Julia Samantha Scher ***†Φ

Cumming, Georgia                    
Jibri Chisholm Shabazz 
Macon, Georgia                    
Nidhi Shashidhara **†Φ 
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Jeanne Kay Short 
Macon, Georgia                    
Rosalyn Reeves Simpson 
Gray, Georgia                    
Lindsey Amanda 
Smallwood ***†Φ 
Waycross, Georgia                    
Jacob Aaron Smith 
Gainesville, Georgia                    
James Malcolm Smith *** 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Alyson Christine Speshock 
Malta, New York                    

Abigail Leighanna 
Standard ***
Tarrytown, Georgia                    
Peri Elyse Staples * 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
David Stokes, III *** Φ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Marcus Elgin Strickland 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mahima Sultan 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Tammi *** 
Oviedo, Florida                    
Grace Alice Terry 
Cartersville, Georgia                    
Douglas Ethan Thompson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Mason Jeffrey Thornton *† 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Reagan Genelle Tillery *** 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Julianna Margaret Tollett ** 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Briceson Timothy Tollison
Macon, Georgia                    
Matthew Robert Town 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Mary Catherine Ware 
Townsend 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Adi K. Trivedi ** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Sarah Ashlyn Lesline Turner 
Macon, Georgia                    
Sarah Rachel Tuttle ** 
White, Georgia                    
Maevin Elisa Voigt 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Mayah Christin Waltower ***Φ 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Emily Kristen Ward 
Brooks, Georgia                    
Tyler Ward 
Buford, Georgia                    
Hannah Leigh Warren 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Colin Michael Whalen *** 
Cary, North Carolina                    
Oceana Nakya Taylor Wilcox
Nashville, Georgia                    
CeVonn Rashard Williams ** 
Covington, Georgia                    
Anthony Mark Willing
Macon, Georgia                    
Daniel Edward Wilson * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Logan Garrett Witter 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Tobi Ewere Grace 
Amenaghwon Woghiren
Acworth, Georgia                    
Cecil Esem-Otu Wood 
Accra, Ghana                    
Cameron Lynn Wright * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Johna Abigail Wright ***†
Thomson, Georgia                    
Annalise Marie Xayravong
Atlanta, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
fine arts

Madolyn Elizabeth Rowland * 
Macon, Georgia
          

Bachelor of 
science

Tarah-Anne Poege Abrigo 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Michael Oluwadamiola Adeola 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Daniela Andrea Agudelo * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kayla Nicole Aguilera
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Jordan Kenneth Ammons *** 
Minneapolis, Minnesota                    
Joseph Michael Angeles 
Antipolo City, Philippine                    
Catherine Grace Anglea *** 
Joelton, Tennessee                    
Isabella Guevara Arce 
Lakeland, Florida                    
Juliana Paola Arenas 
Velasquez ** Φ  
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Madison Chandler Ayers 
Macon, Georgia                    
Funmilayo Ayewa 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jordan Simone Barnett ** Φ  
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Maggie Elizabeth Barrett 
Carrollton, Georgia                    
Jakob Barton ** 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Trenton Chandler Bateman 
Evans, Georgia                    
Logan Hardison Bembry 
Johnson City, Tennessee                    
Brady Jacob Berman * 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Shakti Biswas * 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Christian David Blasko 
Blackshear, Georgia                    
Justin Tyler Bloodworth
Macon, Georgia                    
Alyssa May Boeur *** 
Senoia, Georgia                    
Matthew Jay Boldon 
Winter Springs, Florida                    
Yasmine Olivia Brooks * 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Jacob Paul Bryant *
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Tucker Maclane 
Buffington ***†~ Φ 
Gainesville, Georgia                    
Patrick Nicholas Campbell 
Brunswick, Georgia                    
Michael Tucker Cannon **
Dunwoody, Georgia                    
Chloe Carmack **
Macon, Georgia                    
Cody David Carrell ***~ 
Monroe, Georgia                    
Toni Sage Carson
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Lauren Amberlie Chitwood *
Danielsville, Georgia                    
Savannah Olivia Cooper *
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Derek Duane Cotton, II
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Parker Ctibor **†Φ

Milner, Georgia                    
William James Darragh **† 
Greenwood, South Carolina                    
Aditi Ashishkumar Dave *† 
Suwanee, Georgia                    

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

college of liberal arts and sciences
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Bachelor of 
arts

Keaton Daniel Wayne Byrd * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Raven Jade Curtis 
Baltimore, Maryland                    
Geena Claire Denton 
Richmond Hill, Georgia
                    

Celia Garcia
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Bryant Christopher Pardue * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Rachel Elizabeth Pearson 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Eduardo Antonio Ponce 
Warner Robins, Georgia
                    

Christopher Francis Yick 
Honolulu, Hawaii
          
Bachelor of 
Music

Davis Casey Badaszewski ** 
Park Ridge, New Jersey
                    

Evan Falls Hjort *** 
Seattle, Washington                    
Bronwyn Leslie James *** 
Seattle, Washington                    
Cheyenne Jocie King-Bails * 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania                    
Collin Michael LaHood 
Germantown Hills, Illinois
          

Bachelor of 
Music education

Makayla Brianne Brooks * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
MaCayla Joann Cook *** 
Madison, Georgia                    
Matthew Chibuzor Ezeh 
Macon, Georgia
                    

Jonathan Taylor Mosley *** 
Vidalia, Georgia                    
Mary Grace Roark *** 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Maggie Ashlyn Sheppard ** 
Stapleton, Georgia                    
Nicholas Jordan Spooner ** 
Augusta, Georgia
          

Master of 
Music

Alexandra Reneé Cotran 
Columbia, South Carolina                    
Kipp E. Gill
Red Banks, Mississippi                    
Camilla Elisabeth Packroff 
Herdecke, Germany

college of health Professions

Bachelor of 
science

Grace Ashtin Albright * 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jeremiah Le’Mar Brehon 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Samantha Cowell *** 
Marietta, Georgia

Sha’Tia Denishae Driskell 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Sháriel Iayana Felicien * 
Forest Park, Georgia                    
Austin Chase Granger ***~ 
Macon, Georgia                    
Destin S. Guillén 
Greenville, South Carolina                    
Chantel Janai Henry 
Lithonia, Georgia

Tiara Camille Houston 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Maria Ilyayeva 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Lydia Yoonyee Kim 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Carson Blair Lamberth **~ 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Chelsea Jade MacKay ** 
Savannah, Georgia

Rochelly Marie Martinez 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Tosin Adeola Ogunyale * 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Winter Nikole Overby 
Rome, Georgia                    
Jayna Shailesh Patel 
Americus, Georgia                    
Hanah Chaalamah Scott * 
Covington, Georgia

Island Marie-Kaye Smalley * 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Catherine Muscella Snee 
Bel Air, Maryland                    
Mansi Verma
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Mehak Zainab 
Newnan, Georgia
          

Master of 
athletic
training

Kathryn Elizabeth Curtin
Dalton, Georgia                    
Christopher Weldon Meng
Senatobia, Mississippi                    
Elisha Ta‘Shawn Scott
Thunderbolt, Georgia

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

Kyra Lynn Davies * 
Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania                    
Robert Delbridge, Jr.
Columbus, Georgia                    
Crystal Jean DeMouy 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Taylor Morgan Dennis * 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Geena Claire Denton 
Richmond Hill, Georgia                    
Rita Maria deRojas 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Juleva Kim Doan * 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Brittany Amber Dorsey ***† 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Sergio Bryan Drosihn 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Audrey Rockwell 
Drummond ** 
Harleysville, Pennsylvania                    
Jenna Rhodes Drummond *** 
Harleysville, Pennsylvania                    
Chloe Lane Durden 
Statesboro, Georgia                    
Mauricio Jonas Farinacci 
Richmond Hill, Georgia                    
Earl Gilmore Ford, IV 
Macon, Georgia                    
Peter Garcia, IV ***†Φ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Alvaro Raul Garcia * 
Bronx, New York                    
Celia Garcia
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Yessica Esmeralda Garcia 
Calhoun, Georgia                    
Kaitlyn Ann Garland 
Canton, Georgia                    
Alec Sawyer Gipson * 
Acworth, Georgia                    

Sara Glass
Mount Airy, Georgia                    
Ashanti Elon Griggs 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Anna Grzeszczak 
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Musab Gulzar *** 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Nicholas Parker Harriger * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Hayley Darlene Harrod * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Steven Tyler Hedden 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Kameryn Yvonne Hinton † 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Falisha Sanjay Hira
Olive Branch, Mississippi                    
Benjamin Michael Hitchcock * 
Macon, Georgia                    
Hana Lynsey Hollis *
Musella, Georgia                    
Faith Michele Holston 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Jacelyn Maybeli Houghteling
Smyrna, Tennessee                    
Owen Christopher House
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Fatima Bint-E Humayun * 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Riley Humberstone 
Penfield, New York                    
Paraskevi Iakovidou * 
Kozani, Greece                    
Caley Ann Ingram *† 
Gray, Georgia                    
Amber Marie Jablonski 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Christy Leigh Jarrard 
Buford, Georgia                    
Christopher Lee Jellum * 
Macon, Georgia

Amy Catherine Jenkins *** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Ryo Humphrey Kamitani 
Evans, Georgia                    
Caroline Grace Kittrell ***†Φ

Columbus, Georgia                    
Cameron D. Knight 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sara Ly Lafayette ***~ 
Albany, Georgia                    
Steven Nguyen Lafayette *** 
Albany, Georgia                    
Stephen J. Lasrado 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Regina Liu * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Alyssa Marie Lorenzen * 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Danielle Cherrice Loving *** 
Byron, Georgia                    
Stephen Douglas Mackes *** Φ  
Crofton, Maryland                    
Sarah C. Maitland 
Milton, Georgia                    
Manvitha S. Manyam * 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Sarai Monique Mapp 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Stephanie Maureen Martin 
Winder, Georgia                    
Christopher John Mathis 
Sandersville, Georgia                    
Lars McColl *† 
Marietta, Georgia                    
DeAnna Janeal McCoy 
Macon, Georgia                    
Leeia Cheree McEachern 
Douglas, Georgia                    
Ryan Paul McGuire 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Travis Colter Meeks 
Nicholls, Georgia

Madison Leigh Mermelstein * 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Laura Ann Mitchell 
Monticello, Georgia                    
Kaylor Olivia Mondaizie 
Macon, Georgia                    
Brette Wynelle Moore *** 
Butler, Georgia                    
Erin Margaret Moore * 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Michael Bernard Moore 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Jack Walter Moshell 
Albany, Georgia                    
Robert Clark Myers 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Sterling Neill
The Rock, Georgia                    
Clarissa Nguyen 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Tyler Nguyen *
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Princess Ihuoma Ogundu *** Φ  
Hahira, Georgia                    
Sara Elizabeth O’Neal 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Mikailah Lee Ostoyic 
Kingsland, Georgia                    
Sidney Ugonna Otiwu 
Buford, Georgia                    
Erica Marie Papke *** 
Akron, New York                    
Molly Lynn Parrish ***† 
Palatka, Florida                    
Aesha Milin Patel 
Kingsland, Georgia                    
Anjali Patel ** Φ  
McDonough, Georgia                    
Arti Pravin Patel 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Jay Patel ** 
Brunswick, Georgia

Kruti Patel 
Douglas, Georgia                    
Payal Patel * 
Douglas, Georgia                    
Raveena Manish Patel * 
Tifton, Georgia                    
Reshma Patel 
Macon, Georgia                    
Shivani Bharat Patel 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Daniel Alexander Polio 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
David Hernan Posas 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Alexander Charles Powell * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Mohammad Abdullah Qureshi 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Keerthika Ravikumar 
Miramar, Florida                    
Ayanna Seirra Reid *  
Newnan, Georgia                    
Matthew Pierce Remoroza 
Rome, Georgia                    
Taylor Marie Rinberger **†Φ 
Nashville, Georgia                    
Eric Matthew Rodgers 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Gunnar Rogers ***~Φ 
Eastman, Georgia                    
Ashton Rohrschneider * 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Kayla Cristen Rowland 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Bethany Grace 
Rozeboom **†Φ 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Eduardo Rubio Garcia 
Teruel *** Φ  
Palmetto, Georgia                    
Shaun Allan Rupp 
Snellville, Georgia                    

Courtney Anna Sabino 
Rome, Georgia                    
Ansley Blair Sanders * 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Angel Lavette Scandrick 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Julia Samantha Scher ***†Φ  
Cumming, Georgia                    
Zaide Shanab * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Larry Bon Sims, III 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Haleigh Nicole Smith 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Shelby Glen Somers 
Gordon, Georgia                    
Cassaundra Jo Stockner * 
Tiffin, Ohio                    
Anish Sutaria **† 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Austin Christopher Taylor 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Grace Alice Terry 
Cartersville, Georgia                    
Sapphire Faith Thomas 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Keonna Jatonya Thompson 
Albany, Georgia                    
Sarah Grace Thompson 
Tyrone, Georgia                    
Mason Jeffrey Thornton *† 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Brittany Nha-Y Tran *† 
Kingsville, Maryland                    
Christy Nguyen Tran 
Buford, Georgia                    
Jacqueline Xuan Nhi Tran 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Sarah Rachel Tuttle ** 
White, Georgia                    
Samantha Updegrove 
Gainesville, Georgia

Rebecca Leilani Vaughn * 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Clayton William Wall 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Samuel Jacob Wall 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Abigail Nicole Walsh 
The Colony, Texas                    
Jennifer Lynne Ward * 
Kingsland, Georgia                    
Felice Michaela Chinarutha 
Watson ** 
Villa Rica, Georgia                    
Josephine Greer Weed ** 
Phenix, Alabama                    
Kyle Gary Fitzgerald Wicker * 
Austell, Georgia                    
Ricky Howard Williams, III 
Ivey, Georgia                    
John Tyler Williams 
Macon, Georgia                    
Carley Ann Wilson *** 
Jefferson, Georgia                    
Kellie Elise Wydrinski ***†~  
Saint Augustine, Florida                    
Jack Xhemali ***† 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Ermeyas Mihrete Yehualashet 
Snellville, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science in 
health science

Kristin Watson Davis * 
Dublin, Georgia                    
Synda Lanai Dickerson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Allyson Caroline McDaniel *** 
Appling, Georgia
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Participation in the graduation ceremony does not necessarily represent conferral of the degree. Degrees are awarded at the end of the term in which all requirements are met. 
Honors printed in the program and announced at the commencement ceremony are based on grades earned at the time of program publication, and may not reflect final honors.
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innovations in teaching award 
Co-sponsored by the Vulcan Materials Company and Mercer University

Clara Mengolini, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

2019 – 2020 excellence in first-year 
stUdent advising award 

Sponsored by the Office of Academic and Advising Services

Jeff Pullen, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

college of liberal arts 
and sciences 

2019 – 2020 sPencer b. king, Jr. 
distingUished Professor award

Sheng-Chiang (John) Lee, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Physics

school of MUsic  
2019 – 2020 oUtstanding facUlty award

Ian H. Altman, D.M.A.
Professor

sP e c i a l awa r d s



Aatlanta coMMenceMent

cereMony i

scHool of bUsiness

college of edUcaTion
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atlanta coMMenceMent

Sunday, August 9, 2020  |  10:00 a.m.  |  Infinite Energy Center, Duluth, Georgia

Presiding  ............................................................................................................................................... William David Underwood
The President of the University

Prelude .................................................................................................................................................... Verdi’s Aida: Grand March

Invocation*  .......................................................................................................................................... Clark Gregory DeLoach, III
Interim Dean, School of Theology

Welcome ........................................................................................................................................ The President of the University

Greetings and Words of Encouragement  ..................................................................................................................... Jerry Wilson
Mercer University Board of Trustees

Conferring of the Degrees  ............................................................................................................. The President of the University

      School of Business  .......................................................................................................... Interim Dean Julie Ann Petherbridge

Bachelor of Business Administration | Master of Accountancy
Master of Business Administration | Master of Science 

      College of Education  ........................................................................................................ Dean Thomas Raymond Koballa, Jr.

Bachelor of Science in Education | Master of Arts in Teaching
Master of Education | Specialist in Education | Doctor of Philosophy

      College of Professional Advancement  ...................................................................................... Dean Priscilla Ruth Danheiser

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Applied Science
Bachelor of Science in Social Science | Master of Science | Doctor of Philosophy 

University Marshal ........................................................................................................................................  Susan Whitley Miller
Professor of Pharmacy Practice, College of Pharmacy

Presentation of Graduates  .................................................................................................. Sharon Lim Harle, BBA ’90, MBA ’96
Assistant Vice President, Office of Alumni Services 

and University Special Events; Reader

Alumni Welcome ........................................................................................................................................... Penny Loraine Elkins
 Senior Vice President for Enrollment Management

Benediction*  ................................................................................................................................................... Kellie Raiford Appel
Senior Vice President for Strategic Initiatives

Academic Recession**

* The audience is requested to rise.              
** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.
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Bachelor 
of Business 
adMinistration

Mashetia D. Adams 
Macon, Georgia                    
Robert L. Barnes 
Toledo, Ohio                    
David Rhett Barnwell * 
Gray, Georgia                    
Nichole Lynn Blair 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
April Paige Carroll 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Laqueshia Monet Chapman 
Maysville, North Carolina                    
Jamelle Jacquis Cherry
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Karrie Lynn Clater ** 
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Thomas Anthony Davis 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Alpheus Max Deane
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Adrienne LaShon Dicks 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Ciara Canady Dinkins 
Macon, Georgia                    
JacQuitta Angelique Dukes 
Coy, Alabama                    
Wallace Douglass Durrett, IV ** 
Gray, Georgia                    
Frieda Irene Fiankobea ** 
Lithia Springs, Georgia                    
Albert Kenneth Flynn, II **~ 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Bernice Halm-Lutterodt 
Accra, Ghana                    
Chelsea Nicole Henderson 
Loganville, Georgia                    

Sonya Latrice Henson
Austell, Georgia                    
Tristan John Hewatt 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Osmar Eli Irias 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tajwarul Islam 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Caleb Grant Jennings 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Monte’ Juane King 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Nathan John Lewis 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Andrea Quinn Macklin 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Rhonda Renee Mangaroo 
Brentwood, New York                    
Michelle Ann Mohrman 
Buford, Georgia                    
Brandon Anthony Myer 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Monisha S. Neal 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Marisa Lynn Patrick ~ 
Social Circle, Georgia                    
Jarret J. Rivers
Maple Valley, Washington                    
Amber Lee Salamon 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Jasmine Braz Silva * 
Morrow, Georgia                    
Talfena Elisha Singleton 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Summer Naomi Slaton 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Lori Amanda Terry 
Rockledge, Georgia                    
Valita L. Terry 
Austell, Georgia                    

Dustin Allen Thomas 
Macon, Georgia                    
Jasmine Nicole Thomas 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Cedric D. Thompson 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Amanda Leigh Tuten
Dallas, Georgia                    
Jessica Alison Waters ** 
Monticello, Georgia                    
Ylonda Artisica Watts 
Jackson, Georgia                    
Cody Allen Wetherington 
Waleska, Georgia                    
Dannesha Nicole White ***~ 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Bridget Renee Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Gianna Deshonn Williams 
Newnan, Georgia
          
Master of 
accountancy

Ahad Ahmadi 
Macon, Georgia                    
Ebasa Mekonnen Amesu 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Date Jean Baptiste Barrigah 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Joshua Michael Carstens 
Marietta, Georgia                    
James Dower Comerford, Jr.
Sandy Springs, Georgia                    
Amber Kayree Corwin 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Hussain Habib Dhanani 
Karachi, Pakistan                    
Marqueena Vernice Dunn 
Grovetown, Georgia                    

Jennifer Elaine Gloster 
Lakeland, Georgia                    
Kenneth Milton Goins, III 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Catherine Cecilia Harmon 
Macon, Georgia                    
Abdirisak Hassan Jama 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Ahm Shahidul Kabir
Dhaka, Bangladesh                    
Xixi Lan 
China                    
Chelsey Lauren LaVelle 
Meansville, Georgia                    
Harisha Lavudi 
Hyderabad, Telangana                    
Courtney Renee Lewis 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Brandon D. Lucien
Slatington, Pennsylvania                    
Brittany Antoinette Manker 
Mableton, Georgia                    
Brianna Renee Merritt 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Sairoz A. Mohamed 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Henry Francis Morgan 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Kimberly Brooke Morgan 
Fortson, Georgia                    
Maeve Katherine Morgan 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Marlyn Carolina Morles Lopez 
Maracaibo Zulia, Venezuela                    
Leah Taylor Morris 
Saint Johns, Florida                    
Faisal S. Nagjee 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Smiley Norris 
Conyers, Georgia                    

Anisa A. Plowright 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sarah Jean Prediletto 
Dunwoody, Georgia                    
Alicia Anne Rigel 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Rebecca Teodora Salajan 
Houston, Texas                    
Sydney Jordan Sewell
Dallas, Georgia                    
Sean Murphy Smothers 
Pompano Beach, Florida                    
Sabrina Denise Wright 
Rex, Georgia
          
Master of 
Business 
adMinistration

Danielle Elizabeth Adamsky 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Orkide Agayar 
Cologne, Germany                    
Usman Ali
Flushing, New York                    
Casey Nicole Allen-Hayes 
Greensboro, Georgia                    
Nayef Al-shroof
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Abrar Saud Alzayer 
Saudi Arabia                    
Marcus Alan Ashworth 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Jacob Miles Astor 
Woodbine, Georgia                    
Valeria Bermeo 
Auburn, Georgia                    
Craig Newhauser Bickett 
Athens, Georgia                    
Melanie Pearl Blanke 
Roswell, Georgia                    

Travis Shaw Block 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
James Cameron Boling 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Brittany Wright Bolton 
Greensboro, Georgia                    
Kimberly D. Bowman-Scott 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jeremiah Seth Bradley 
Chatsworth, Georgia                    
Tangela M. Brice 
Perry, Georgia                    
Shannon Lynn Campbell 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Alanna Brett Canup 
Winder, Georgia                    
Benjamin Michael Cilano 
Crystal Lake, Illinois                    
Elizabeth Augusta Colt 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Vinyetta Shantice Copeland 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Ayyub Muhammad Coulibaly 
Dabou, Ivory Coast                    
Adrienne Reneé Cunningham 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Derrick Brandon Dale 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jimmie Lawrence Daniels, Jr. 
Houston, Texas                    
April Sharee Dean 
Macon, Georgia                    
Hari Dhirendra Dhanani 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Marco A. Diaz
Mexico City, Mexico                    
Constance Godfrey Diri 
Nigeria                    
Kiana Lillie-Jean Drummond 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    

Mapel Rahman Erin 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Nitou Aurea Ermite Makidi 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Jeremy Freeman
Columbus, Georgia                    
Audrey Belinda Gallemore 
Macon, Georgia                    
Kristi Shambrell Gillis 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Diana Cecilia Gomez 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Magan Sharon Greer
Jefferson, Georgia                    
Mercedes Delia Harbert 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Jordan James Harlacher ~ 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania                    
Joel Tyler Hemphill 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Wenchang Hou 
Jinan, Shandong                    
Jerrime Azavious Hughes
McDonough, Georgia                    
Lena Marie Irish 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Daketa Marie Jackson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Vanessa L. Jackson-Yancey 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Gregory Roch Johnson, II 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Alicia Kristy Jones 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Steffiny S. Kallickal 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Adwoa Angelina Sarpong
Nantwi Kankam 
Kumasi, Ghana                    

Jerry wilson

Greetings from the Mercer Board of Trustees
 

Jerry Wilson is a Trustee of Mercer University and chairs the Board’s Marketing Committee. He also 
is a graduate of Mercer’s Stetson-Hatcher School of Business in Atlanta where he earned his MBA in 
Marketing. Wilson is an accomplished corporate executive, strategic advisor, entrepreneur, author, and 
public speaker. His leadership principles embody a commitment to the power of diversity and people 
development. Wilson’s expertise in branding contributed to the success of global icons including Ford, 
Volkswagen, Coca-Cola, and McDonald’s. Following 10 years in the automotive industry Wilson joined The 
Coca-Cola Company where over the next 24 years he grew from an entry-level Account Executive to USA 
Strategic Planning Director, Vice President Western USA Foodservice, President of the global McDonald’s 
Group, to a Board-elected Senior Vice President. He proudly served as Executive Sponsor of The Coca-Cola 
Women’s Forum. 

Wilson retired in 2012 as the global Chief Customer and Commercial Officer, having led a worldwide organization that managed 
20 million customers that served 1.2 billion consumers daily in over 200 countries. He then opened his own independent business 
consulting practice where he has advised senior executives in a multitude of industries including consumer goods, financial services, 
online gaming, telecommunications, biotech, and distribution. Recently, he created and launched a new line of USDA Organic 
healthy hydration drinks in Florida called BODY SURF. Wilson also is the author of Managing Brand YOU, 7-Steps to Creating Your 
Most Successful Self. He has been featured in BusinessWeek, Investor’s Business Daily, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Miami Herald and the 
Sun-Sentinel. Wilson continues to advise business leaders, build brands, and mentor the next generation. He and his wife, Ginny, reside 
in northeast Florida. Their daughter, Abby, is a proud graduate of Mercer’s College of Health Professions in the Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program.

school of bUsiness

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Continued –
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Bachelor of 
science in 
education

Casey D. Ansaldo *** 
Carrollton, Georgia                    
Jennifer Davis Baggett * 
Tallapoosa, Georgia                    
Tina H. Birdsong *** 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
LaTonya LaTishea Bledsoe 
Carrollton, Mississippi                    
Cara Deanne Bolen 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Keli Susan Boutte 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Rachel Sue Brown * 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Jenna Delisa Byers 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Ruthie Kavneat Byrd * 
Social Circle, Georgia                    
Tanya F. Cameron 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Sierra Campbell 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Mandy Irene Candler * 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Adriana Laine Cole ** 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Shreuka Mignon David 
Lithia Springs, Georgia                    
Johnnita Desmond 
Tucker, Georgia                    
Lorraine Jeneine Ford 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania                    
Janae Latrelle Gaston 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Jasmine Allauddin Gilani ** 
Mumbai, India                    
Sonita Monique Golden 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Amanda Olivia Harper 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Joyia Gerletta Henry * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Lauren Huddleston * 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Tyshian Imani Innocent 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Kimberly Randa Jean 
Carrolton, Georgia                    
Jasmine Marie Jones 
Barnesville, Georgia                    

Jessica Janae Jones 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Erica Kerr
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Heather Lacey Blumenfeld 
Lambert 
Villa Rica, Georgia                    
Vickie Lynn Leonard 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Merium Michelle Leverett 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Tiara Ariel London 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Kaley Lovins *** 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Lisa G. Madaris 
Covington, Georgia                    
Jessica Meditz * 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Taneika Shekina Miliam 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Treshenna Trevette Miller 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Cristanee Minor 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Delphe Yolonder Mitchell 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Brooke Austeen Nation ** 
Braselton, Georgia                    
Jennifer Leigh Norris * 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Jillisa Jean Peppers 
Cincinnati, Ohio                    
Marla Nicole Petty 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Erica Leighanne Reynolds 
Rockmart, Georgia                    
Janay Lashion Richardson 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Rista Raquel Rogers *** 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Denise Elizabeth Shelnutt 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Ashley B. Starns ** 
Lake City, Florida                    
Heather Durden Stich 
Tallapoosa, Georgia                    
Stephanie Lynn Thrower *** 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Jessica Erin Tyo 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Michellia Yvette Walker 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Donnisha Michelle Walls 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Barbara A. Wells *  
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Jacqueline Balanquit Wiley 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Asiya C. Williams 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Laura M. Willoughby * 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Tawni Winns 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Martina Carvett Woods 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Alicia Wyatt 
Carrollton, Georgia
          
Master of arts 
in teaching

Chinomso Agharanya 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Julia Valentina Clara Agresta ~ 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Jillan T. Anderson 
Kansas City, Kansas                    
Kelly McPherson Applewhite ~ 
San Diego, California                    
Taylor Annette Askew 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Yolanda R. Austin 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Michelle Marie Autrey 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Lauren Emily Ball 
Hiram, Georgia                    
La’Dasha Breonna Barkley 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Kathleen Blincoe Battey 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Andrea Marcela Beacham
Bogota, Colombia                    
Christopher Cosby Bearden 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Alexandria Lyn Bell 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Erica Frances Berg 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Estella Marie Bradfield 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Darquise Cognac D’Shawn 
Brashers 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Andre’a L. Brodie, II 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Kiera Lashae Brown 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Tiera Octavia Byrom 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tolisa Cannon 
Gray, Georgia                    
Renae Carroll
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Jalynn Shade Carter 
Louisville, Kentucky                    
Traci Elizabeth Chadwick 
Buford, Georgia                    
Tatiannah Nailah Clarke 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Victoria Lynn Coefield 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Mary Brooks Cole 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Shaun Anthony Coleman 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Azikiwe Y. Conner 
Syracuse, New York                    
Doris Bethsabe Contreras 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jalicha Davis 
Macon, Georgia                    
Martin Stephen Dicker 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Jasmin Danielle Disroe-Avant 
Mount Vernon, Illinois                    
Quenicia Sheree Dunn ~ 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Valencia Denise Evans 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Derigious Dantiano DeVry 
Ferrell 
Clarkston, Georgia                    
Jordan Elizabeth Frazier 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Stephon M. Fryer 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Tatyana Brynae Gaines 
Lancaster, Texas                    
Charlotte Maria Goins 
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Gwendolyn Simone Gray 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Ashley Capri Greenlee 
Chicago, Illinois                    
Stefanie Lauren Gresham 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Philip Landry Hales ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Hamidah Jamal Harvey ~ 
Brooklyn, New York                    
Omnea Montasser Hassan ~ 
Palmdale, California                    
Rebekah Garland Hensley 
Tucker, Georgia                    
Xavier LaRon Herbert 
Wichita Falls, Texas                    
Pamela Muller Hernandez 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Kera Michelle Hill ~ 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Nikia Satrina Hopkins-Sullivan 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Frank Emile Hunter, Jr. 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Rebekah Lois Hyte 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Maria Adriana Inchauste 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Ibhade E. Inegbedion 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Adriana Jackson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Bianca Andrea Jackson 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Lauren Courtnie Johnson 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Sharel Wykemeya Johnson 
Thomaston, Georgia                    
Henry Louis Jones 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Jevon Jeremiah Jones 
Hinesville, Georgia                    
De’Andrea Yolanda Key 
Miami, Florida                    
Ja’Lisa Lacole Keyes 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Qwe’neisha Maree Kimber ~ 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Dominique Jasmine Lacey 
Memphis, Tennessee                    
Olga Lapteva 
Moscow, Russia                    
Charmaine Lawrence ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Michelle Denise Lee 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Ashley Kelli Lester 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Takara Nicole Luke
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Yvonne Luong 
Duluth, Georgia                    

Tyler Nechelle Lynn 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Cathryn Ayers MacArthur 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Faith Victoria Mack
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Esau Mercer, II 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Rictoria Léette Mickle 
Bay Shore, New York                    
Lenise Kimberly Moodie ~ 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Courtney Morgan 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Heather Owen Morris 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Alanda Leigh Neal 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Tony Rochell Nelson, Jr. 
Columbia, South Carolina                    
Rachael Emoshioke Okogie 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Lisa Rawls Oliver 
Cullen, Louisiana                    
Racquel LeAnn Quinn 
Lumber City, Georgia                    
Judith S. Reagin 
Buford, Georgia                    
Angelica Raychelle Reeves 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Rayven Elisabeth Reeves 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Christina Dionne Rich 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Maureen Deloris Ricks 
Fort Valley, Georgia                    
Emily Marie Rodgers 
Clyo, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Rodriguez 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Deidre Nicole Russell 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Gerald Preston Sales 
Huntsville, Alabama                    
Samantha Savage 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Arlicia Nicole Scretchen 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Dawn Twinette Sessom 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Benjamin William Shelton ~ 
Detroit, Michigan                    
Megan Sherlock
Madison, Georgia

Amanda Rae Simon 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Justin Randall Snyder 
Youngstown, Ohio                    
Madison Summers
Fort Lauderdale, Florida                    
Charity Micole Talmadge 
Browne 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Brandi Tant
Olive Branch, Mississippi                    
Ashley Chanel Thomas 
Gray, Georgia                    
Ciara Thomas ~ 
Dayton, Ohio                    
Jessica Ann Thomas 
Albany, Georgia                    
Jessica Ann Thomas 
Cincinnati, Ohio                    
Tevin Quinnessa Thomas 
Albany, Georgia                    
Chantel Rose Toson 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Courtney Danielle Turley 
Buffalo, New York                    
Katherine Elizabeth Veal 
Lake Bluff, Illinois                    
Michael Cao Hung Vo 
Nashville, Tennessee                    
Emily Grace West 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Kala Brion White 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Nicole Renee Williams ~ 
Pensacola, Florida
          
Master of 
education

Ryan Christopher Adams 
Amityville, New York                    
Oqab Murdhi Alsharari 
Tabarjal, Saudi Arabia                    
Stassi Thomas Anderson 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Samantha Denise Atchison
Washington, District of Columbia                    
Betsy Elaine Averette 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Avery Renee’ Baker 
Americus, Georgia                    
Deborah M. Bradford 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Aryana Alyse Brantley 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

college of edUcation

Zohaib Ahmed Khan 
Durham, North Carolina                    
Houman Khosrownia 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Sephora Marie Kodjo 
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire                    
Dean Michel Krontz 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Win Le
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Philip Jagger Lieb 
Port Orange, Florida                    
Philippe M. Livingston, Jr. 
Radcliff, Kentucky                    
David Reid Lockwood 
Washington, District of Columbia                    
Benjamin Cole Loughridge 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ehsan Mahmoudyeh 
Gaithersburg, Maryland                    
Jessica McGreggor Marberry 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Alex Michael Mathew 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Allison Rose McCants 
Columbia, South Carolina                    
Caroline Merritt 
Winter Haven, Florida                    
Nimah Mohamed 
Tucker, Georgia                    
Miric Khalil Mujais 
North Brook, Illinois                    
Crystal Rose Mussenden 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Khanh Tran Ngan Nguyen 
Vietnam                    
Katherine Anne Oliver 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kenny Ortiz-Jurado
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Avuntee Mukesh Patel 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Jalen Timothy Penn 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Anthony Louis Perella 
Evans, Georgia                    
Kody Ryan Pierce 
Flintstone, Georgia                    
Melissa Pineda Mayr 
Honduras                    
Michael Paul Rainwater 
Jesup, Georgia                    
Marc Dillion Ray
Greenville, Virginia                    
Shontá Draiel Rhymes 
Forest City, North Carolina                    
Olga Rivera ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Dylan Elizabeth Roberts 
Omaha, Nebraska                    
Joshua Paul Rope
Lilburn, Georgia                    

Shama Roy 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Nianda Duspa Royani 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Chris M. Saccomanno 
Lexington, Kentucky                    
Danie Evariste Saint Cyr 
Port-Au-Prince, Haiti                    
Abdulkader Abdulghafoor Sait 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia                    
Mariammne Meade Schulte 
Braselton, Georgia                    
Sydney Jordan Sewell 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Mustafa Shahid 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Christine C. Sinkula 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Walter Stickney Smith 
Eau Gallie, Florida                    
Maria Giovianie St. Jean 
Conyers, Georgia                    

Michael Joseph Stuckey 
Phenix City, Alabama                    
Robert Smith Sumwalt 
Beaman, Iowa                    
Amelia Tonurist 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Khanh-Toan Trong Tran 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Phillip Miles Trocquet 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Sara Madison Tucker 
Alapaha, Georgia                    
Minja Veljovic 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Benjamin Roy Wagland 
Raleigh, North Carolina                    
Jay Lawrence Walsh 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
David Dwayne Webber 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Garrett Alan Wilkinson 
Evans, Georgia                    

Jennifer Nicole Williamson 
Covington, Georgia                    
Kayla Marie Woodfield 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Yong Yao 
China
          
Master of 
science

Brandy Michelle Bozeman 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Alyssa Danielle Carl 
Tampa, Florida                    
Jacob Michael Coffey 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Matthew Alexander Houser ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Rula Khaled Hasan Jaber 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Shuaihang Li
Zheng Zhou, Henan                    

Heather Marie Messing 
Clarkston, Michigan                    
Yetunde Omorinola Okediji 
Lagos, Nigeria                    
Evan Robert Paulson 
Asheville, North Carolina                    
Sihui Tang 
China                    
Hoai P. Trinh 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Chima Francis Umeakunne 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Candace Denise Walton 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Tiffany Shala Lorraine
Williams ~ 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Renyu Yang 
Lanzhou, Gansu                    
Yue Yin
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Yujia You 
China

candidates for degrees
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Charlotte Anitra Brown 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
J’Mia Charmaigne Byrd 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Reginald Lawrence Christian
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tiffany Monique Christian 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mackenzie Gilbert Clack 
Winder, Georgia                    
Jennifer Dunaway Clark 
Macon, Georgia                    
Kathryn Leigh Collier 
Macon, Georgia                    
Michelle Mulkey Cook 
Covington, Georgia                    
Ayja Marie Culliver 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Rebecca Marie Denio 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Yolette Jamison Duncan
Detroit, Michigan                    
June Antoinette Eccleston 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Jessica Deserie Grier 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Lance Zachary Hancock 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Alicia Elizabeth Hernandez ~ 
Flowery Branch, Georgia                    
Michelle Denise Hester 
College Park, Georgia                    
Sheneé Johnson Holloway 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Jayrelle Israel
Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands                    
D’Andre D. Jenkins 
Mobile, Alabama                    

Tracy Anne Joiner 
Grantville, Georgia                    
Deserea Samone Jones 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Laura Elizabeth Landis 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Megan Elizabeth Malone 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Telecia Lawshe Mangham 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mary Lavonne Mills 
Albany, Georgia                    
Lydia Sheree’ Moreno 
Jackson, Georgia                    
Jean Nicole Nelson 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Fehintola Otujo 
Belleville, Canada                    
Shanate D. Porter 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Nakkida Niccole Rials 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Devin Rose Sailers 
Canton, Georgia                    
William Michael Savage 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Gina Carrie Savedra 
Shalimar, Florida                    
Jessica Nicole Scanlan 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Gabriel Malik Scott ~ 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Jameka ReShae Simmons 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Joyce Patrice Smith 
Miami, Florida                    
Kyle James Smith 
Detroit, Michigan                    

JoAnn Thompson 
Covington, Georgia                    
Jasmine Nicole Toombs
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Wajeedah Traylor 
Bronx, New York                    
Crystal Candie Tucker 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Princess LaShawn Walton 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kenneth Lamar Williams, II 
Cleveland, Ohio                    
Reylene Williams 
Buford, Georgia                    
Hang Xia 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Susan Byrne Yeszkonis 
Griffin, Georgia
          
specialist in 
education

Denée Arlene Allaway 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Wendy Michelle Astin 
Mableton, Georgia                    
Melissa Mitchell Bachman 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Janice Marie Belcher-Astin 
Mableton, Georgia                    
Charmaine Benson 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania                    
Kristi Renee’ Bissell 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Raven Whitney Bowen 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Debra Ann Brooks 
Milton, Florida                    

Donyelle Rogét Brooks 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Brandace Keshon Brown 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Justine Denise Broxton-Fowler 
New York, New York                    
Lynn Celeste Byrne 
Oxford, Georgia                    
Jancy Kelly Caldwell 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Martecia Nicole Channin 
Milner, Georgia                    
Angie Lynette Clark 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Cequita Kenta Clark 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Yonna Maria Coleman
Acworth, Georgia                    
Alana Marie Davis 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Christine Melanie Deal 
East Dublin, Georgia                    
Brittani LaNise Dennis 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Cherie Bonder Dennis 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Candice A. Dent
Baton Rouge, Louisiana                    
Taylor Alleyne Duncan 
Washington, District of Columbia                    
Courtney Laverne Forrest 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Holly Ann Foster 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Maria D. Glanton 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania                    
Bernard L. Grace 
Jackson, Mississippi                    

Lindsy Victoria Hall 
Alamo, Georgia                    
Nikar Ebonee Harris 
Duluth, Georgia                    
MonaLisa Sonia Danielle Hawk 
Nassau, Bahamas                    
Virginia Edwards Henry ~ 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Carmean Lillian Holloman 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Amber Nicole Jackson 
Guyton, Georgia                    
Taylor Louvenia Jemison 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Ronald Clyde Jones 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Constance Denise King 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Erica La’Trece King 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kara Ann Klayman 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Brittany Nicole Leslie 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Lauren Nichole Lovett 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Malynda Brooke Meadows 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Jennifer Michelle Medgull 
Macon, Georgia                    
Keeli Ann Mills
Loganville, Georgia                    
Katherine Elizabeth Person 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Brandi Burton Rainey 
Madison, Alabama                    
Jillian Reynolds 
Macon, Georgia                    

Courtney Danielle Riggs 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Ramon La’troy Rivers 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Anna Tasha Skands 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Sierra Kadar Lynzees Smith 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tiffany Michele Smith 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Sean Splawski 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Rashonda Denise Thames 
Rex, Georgia                    
Stephanie Yvonne Thomas 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jo Ann Thompson 
Covington, Georgia                    
Frenise Martae Venisee 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shenetria Yasmine Wyche 
Decatur, Georgia

doctor of 
philosophy

Dana Thomas Brock 
Perry, Georgia                    
Linda Ann Byrd 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Marcia Elizabeth Coston-Scott 
East Point, Georgia                    
Ian Nicholas Driver
Atlanta, Georgia                      
Elizabeth Williams Durbin 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Betsy Lauren Gansborg ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Jennifer A. Gates ~ 
Windsor, Ontario                    
Ayesha Odessa Grandison 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Sarah Ary Grant 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Marco Viveca Hicks-Brown 
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Louise Mhairi Jones ~ 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                     
Laura Payne Markert ~ 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Alicia Joy Miller 
Parker City, Indiana                    
Brian Roderick Patterson 
Norwalk, Connecticut                    
Nicolas Francisco Perez ~ 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Derek Clay Phillips 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
James Nicholas Philmon ~ 
Americus, Georgia                    
Angela Faye Rodgers 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Camelle Laree Simmons 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
NyThea Campbell Tolbert 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Janet B. Turner ~ 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Kirsten Julia Toth VanWagner ~ 
Finksburg, Maryland                     
Brandi Echols Walker ~        
McDonough, Georgia                    
Miranda Gayle Westbrook ~ 
Jasper, Georgia                    
Christopher Harris Yandle 
Mandeville, Louisiana

college of Professional advanceMent

Bachelor of 
arts

Michael Everett Adams 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Tereon Anita Anderson 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Sharita Gena Netifa Barnaby 
Brooklyn, New York                    
Willetta Basley-Snell 
Jeffersonville, Georgia                    
Kiajuana La’Shae Boyd 
Midland, North Carolina                    
Buky Catherine Campbell 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Maria Priscila Carbaugh 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Lakisha Pace Fleming 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
India Nicole Fugerson
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Cedrika LaTeis Gay 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Lamica Mary Alice Hampton 
Chicago, Illinois                    
Athena Jalise Jones 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Malaika Dawn Key 
Macon, Georgia                    
Henry Griffin McCalla Lamb 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Anna Elizabeth McNeal 
Gray, Georgia                    
Khamylle Maggie Meeks 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Michael Vincent Molborn 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Freddie Washington Pelzer, III 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Demond Maurice Shanks, Sr. 
Grovetown, Georgia                    
Tamla Lynn Shaw 
Newark, New Jersey                    
Marayla Coral Shinholster 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Audrey Elizabeth Marie 
Smith-Brown 
Lexington, Kentucky                    
Leonor Esther Steele *** 
Winston, Georgia                    
Amy Denise Watson ** 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Zachary Miles Williams 
Hampton, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science

Charlotte A. Adhiambo 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Monica Nicole Agee 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Mekita Nekosita Alexander 
Austell, Georgia                    
Fatu S. Ashcroft 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Nahema Mulrony Augustin 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Emily Ann Benner *~ 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Kelly Leigh Bertelson 
Covington, Georgia                    
Richard Reynaldo Blackman 
Brooklyn, New York                    
Donovon Samuel Brown 
Fayetteville, Georgia

LaKeisha Renae Brown 
Macon, Georgia                    
Shereva Dawn Burnette 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Marcus Tyre Coffman 
Macon, Georgia                    
Matthew Nicholas Cota 
Kathleen, Georgia                    
Jasmine Ivory Craddock * 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Patricia Elaine Daniel 
Macon, Georgia                    
Kianna Aiesha-Renee’ Davis 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Reannan Nicole Davis 
Bremen, Georgia                    
Tara LaDena Douglas 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Ayleen Fortunato
Macon, Georgia                    
Rachelle Marie Francois 
Hoschton, Georgia                    
Denise Claire Gambrell 
Lighthouse Point, Florida                    
Kelly Gentry 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Zenaida Odum Goins 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
David Scott Goodwin * 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Ann Hall * 
Austell, Georgia                    
Miranda Cadida Hayes 
Perry, Georgia                    
Walter Horhn, III 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Maham Husain
Sandy Springs, Georgia

Nekitia Ann Hyde 
Macon, Georgia                    
Natasha Maxine Irving 
Pine Hills, Florida                    
Crystal Rose Jackson 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Ryan Carberry Johnson **~ 
Baltimore, Maryland                    
Chiquita Linail Jones 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Tiffany Lane Jones 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Jasmine Rene Keaton 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky                    
Shereese LaShelle Kendrick 
Bonaire, Georgia                    
Deborah A. Kirkland 
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Cristina Mercer Landers 
Juliette, Georgia                    
Heidi Lynn LePitre 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Laura McCrindle Lewis ~ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Dionne Jacqueline 
Livingstone-Alexander * 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Kayla Simone Major 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Dagemawi Fitsum Mamo 
Ethiopia                    
David Maurice Mance * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Rhiana Patrice McGuire 
Bowdon, Georgia                    
Charles Kevin Molnar 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    

Margarita Martina Obono 
Mba Ada 
Equatorial Guinea                    
Deirdre LaShawn Orange 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Takeya Marie Osborne 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Olutunde Olugbenga Osofisan 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
John Russell Palmer, Jr. 
Pooler, Georgia                    
Joyce M. Ragland 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Nakita Enjoli Rayner 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Covea Hill-Robertson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Claudia Rodriguez Castro 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Nakeisha Renee Sanders 
Princeton, Texas                    
Ora F. Scott 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Kristiana Elise Stewart 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Shawnice Leneé Stewart 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Tamara Henderson Thornton 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Sharon Lolita Tolbert 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Virginia Troemel *** 
Tucker, Georgia                    
Alexis Nicole Westberry 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Heather Brandy Whitcomb *** 
Santa Rosa, California                    

Anniece L. Williams 
LeCompte, Louisiana                    
Erica Shonte’ Williams 
Selma, Alabama                    
Regina Marie Williams 
Bostwick, Georgia                    
Tiffany Deonna Nicole Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
applied science

Heath R. Callihan * 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Shari Turner Cheney 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Kristin Truka Doss 
Buffalo, New York                    
Melissa S. Harry * 
Griffin, Georgia                    
April Tatiana Kyzer 
Lexington, Mississippi                    
Theodore Lamar, Jr. 
Haddock, Georgia                    
Lucretia M. Leigh 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Monique Marie Monroe 
Walker
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sarah May Mullis 
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Monika Alicia Robinson * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Melissa Constance Rosado ** 
Winston, Georgia                    
Regina Marie Singleton ** 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Renetter B. Spikes 
McDonough, Georgia

Niketta Evett Williams * 
Lithia Springs, Georgia
          
Bachelor of 
science in 
social science

Clara Marie Arnette 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Sapphire Shannon-Nathalie 
Cooper 
McDonough, Georgia                    
AveraDella R. Walker * 
Lithia Springs, Georgia                    
Mechelle Denise Williams 
Stockbridge, Georgia
          
Master of 
science

Sandip Bhakta Acharya 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Phyllis Adu 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Omar Alfarag 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Melissa A. Alterio 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Jonathan William Anderson ~ 
Inglewood, California                    
Lyly Anderson 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Michelle Renae Andrews 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Herani Argoe
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Chanelle Aku Atsyor 
Queens, New York                    

candidates for degrees
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Pavneet Baidwan 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kiara Monique Chante 
Baldwin 
Austell, Georgia                    
Tracy Barber-Jones 
Albany, Georgia                    
Emma Marie Barnett 
Athens, Georgia                    
Natalia Isabel Barrero 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Janice M. Barrocas 
Fort Myers, Florida                    
Sarah Kathleen Batzel 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Brittany Bell 
Pelham, Georgia                    
Rachel Elizabeth Bevels 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Carla Tisha Bolivar
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Sadé Sierra Bowman 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Syreeta Michelle Bowman 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Brittany Lee Briscoe
Washington, District of Columbia                    
Carlis Lonetta Brooks 
Morrow, Georgia                    
Meredith Courtney Brower 
Siler City, North Carolina                    
LaNedra Asaree’ Brown 
Macon, Georgia                    
Ashlee Charna Butler
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Amber Cagle 
Winder, Georgia                    
Sydney Marie Calloway 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Raven Dorianne Carnes 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Whitney Elizabeth Carroll ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Daniel H. Champion 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Christina Nancy Childs 
Griffin, Georgia                    

Colin Aidan Clayton 
Auburn, Alabama                    
DeJa Rashida Cornelius 
Dry Branch, Georgia                    
Jasmine Sabrena Culberson 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Anita Evonne Cunningham 
Macon, Georgia                    
Brian Keith Cunningham
West Bloomfield, Michigan                    
Taylor Simone Curry 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Melanie Michelle Curtis 
Sweet Water, Alabama                    
Nanavi Marie-Thérèse Dansou 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Willie Lee Davis, Jr. 
Hampton, Georgia                    
Miranda Shante Densley 
Macon, Georgia                    
Akelah Sanyik Dent 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Khaylan Dine 
Clarkston, Georgia                    
Katherine Jean Dulworth 
Paulding County, Georgia                    
Christina Ethel-Dior Dunn 
Raleigh, North Carolina                    
Evelyn Nicole Ellington 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Genevieve Ellis 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Charles Benard Emeagwai 
Hillside, New Jersey                    
Tiffany Nichole Evans 
Muskegon, Michigan                    
Hannah Ruth Fain 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Madison Christine Felker 
Lithia Springs, Georgia                    
Nathaniel Garnell Flowers 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Letrecia Deshana Freeman 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kelcie Erin Fried 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Kristen Danielle Frye 
Monroeville, Georgia                    
Miriam Chelsea Gaines 
Madison, Georgia                    
Aisha Galla 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Romard Gay 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Devon Nichole Gobbell 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Shakille Shamiyah Goodrum ~ 
Jackson, Georgia                    
Cherika Cherelle Grayson 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Sonya Nichole Green Ayears 
Randleman, North Carolina                    
Andrew Theodore Griffin 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Bright Gyasi Gyebi 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Tonya Yolanda Hall
Upper Marlboro, Maryland                    
KaNecia Monay Harpe 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Lucille Jackson Harris 
Montgomery, Alabama                    
Emily Harrison 
Buford, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Ann Hiatt 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Samuriel Jowo Hina 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jennifer Jackson Hithe ~ 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Antionette Mayun Holt 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jai Davette Huntley 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Donna Michelle Ingram 
Fitzgerald, Georgia                    
Ashley Jackson 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Donnesha N. Jackson 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Stephanie Quinn Jackson ~ 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Brittany Natasha James 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Maysie’ Shywan Jenkins 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Farish Caroline Jerman ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Taeleab Chatee Johnson 
Winnfield, Louisiana                    
Suzanne Claire Lee Jones ~ 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Tiffany Nicole Jones 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Sasandrea Jordan 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Gleronise Joseph 
Brooklyn, New York                    

Simranjit Kaur 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Caitlin Celia Kemeny 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Shivani Bhavini Lalloo ~ 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Christopher Stephen Landers 
Juliette, Georgia                    
Santerica Antrenette Lango 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Markerra J’toria Larkin 
Fitzgerald, Georgia                    
Jonah Lavant 
Albany, Georgia                    
Zakiya Lescott
Virgin Islands                                        
Jerrica Mone Lighting 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Yashica L. Lipscomb 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Nicholas Anthony Lopez
Los Angeles, California                    
Jesyca Zoe Huggins Lyle 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Ashley Nicole Maag 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Melanie Alexandra Mack ~ 
Hephzibah, Georgia                    
Melanie Lynn Mainor 
Covington, Georgia                    
Eleanor Bingham Mallory ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mariah Rontreia Marshall 
Leesburg, Georgia                    
Ally Danielle Martin 
Summerville, Georgia                    
Cory Martinez ~ 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Halle Marissa Matula 
Dublin, Georgia                    
Chelyan Marie McComas 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Michelle McKay-Milligan 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shetelia L. Melton 
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Darius Nicholus Middleton 
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Hibaq Abdi Mohamed 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Taitánna Seanté-Devette 
Moore 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Emma T. Moses 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Ayah Mostafa 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Ashley Janelle Murphy 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Michelle Antoinette Newell 
Mississippi                    
Elesha Marie Nuriddin 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Charles William Odom, Jr. 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Claudia Cecilia Ortega ~ 
Caracas, Venezuela                    
Margaret Osborne ~
Saint Simons Island, Georgia                    
Hassanat A. Oshodi 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Dustyn Paul Palmer 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Michael Dante Parker 
Buford, Georgia                    
Callie Jean Parker 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Cynthia Lane Paylor
Charleston, South Carolina                    
Hellen Pham 
Macon, Georgia                    
Anjelica Nicole Phelps 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Keylin M. Price 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sanjana Ramesh 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Chandni Arjan Ranani
Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands                    
Thelsea Scott Raymonvil 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Ariana S. Reeves 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Courtney Janese Reid 
Macon, Georgia                    
Delores Renee Renfroe 
Macon, Georgia                    
Lacey M. Rhodes
Marietta, Georgia                    
Antoinette Emily-Elizabeth 
Richards 
New York City, New York                    
Edwin Rivera 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Imani Marie Rivers 
Vallejo, California                    
Gabrielle Marie Rodriguez 
Rancho Cucamonga, California                    
Yarih Rodriguez 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Regina Nicole Rohadfox 
Durham, North Carolina                    
Terry Lee Roth 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Teressa Ruspi 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Kenton W. Russell 
Haddock, Georgia                    
Austin Oglesby Sanders 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Sahar Sarraf-NeSmith 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Nickesha Melisa Scarlett 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Anna Anatolevna Shriver 
Belarus                    
Kierstin Noelle Siaca 
Portsmouth, Virginia                    
Collinda Chantel Simmons 
Lizella, Georgia                    
Chanee Ashley Simpson 
Bronx, New York                    
Jamelia Latrice Singletary ~ 
Walterboro, South Carolina                    
Sally Haskell Singletary 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Ellen Gryszka Smith 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Regina Ellen Smith 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Courtney Juliana Spradlin 
Griffin, Georgia                    
Kelley Elizabeth Staley 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Clifton Stamps 
Vicksburg, Mississippi                    
Jillann Kamala Starr
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Chelsea Alexandria Stevenson
Decatur, Georgia                    
Leslie C. Stigaard ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Khomeini Teheran Sutton 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kirstin Michelle Sylvester 
College Station, Texas                    
Braxtyn Symone Talton 
Macon, Georgia                    
Dorothy Amelia Thomas 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Kaylee Anne Thompson 
Dixie, Georgia                    
Katherine Huynh Tran ~
Thomasville, Georgia                    

Julie M. Tyson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Victoria Beverly Viola 
Copiague, New York                    
Rachel Viran 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Danielle Nicole Wade 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Megan McConaughy Walling
Marietta, Georgia                    
Michelle Kathleen Walsh
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Kaylin Walters ~ 
Gainesville, Georgia                    
Daniel Wang 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Rebekah Anne Grant 
Washburn ~ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Erica Holladay Webb 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Cheryl Andrea Wheeler
McDonough, Georgia                    
Derrick Bernard White 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Nissa Christina White 
Toccoa, Georgia                    
April Mozell Williams 
Sanderson, Florida                    
Adrain Maria Woods
Duluth, Georgia                    
Brittany Monique Woods 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Sara Elizabeth Zambo 
Litchfield, Ohio
          
doctor of 
philosophy

Lindsay Nicole Ayers
Marietta, Georgia                    
Kathleen E. Bazile 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kimberly M. Griffin 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Kristen Heather Koth 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tara Bernadette Overzat ~ 
Coral Springs, Florida                    
Shama Panjwani ~ 
Tucker, Georgia                    
Maya Rookard-McPherson
Inman, South Carolina                    
John Anthony Wheeler 
Covington, Georgia

college of 
Professional 
advanceMent

– Continued

sP e c i a l awa r d s

school of bUsiness  
2019 – 2020 distingUished 

facUlty award 
Myriam Quispe-Agnoli, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Economics

college of edUcation 
2019 – 2020 cathryn fUtral 

excellence in teaching award 
William O. Lacefield, Ph.D.

Professor of Mathematics
(awarded PosthUMoUsly)

college of Professional 
advanceMent 

2019 – 2020 award for 
excellence in teaching 

Robert Tyler Wilkinson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Counseling

candidates for degrees
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atlanta coMMenceMent

Sunday, August 9, 2020  |  5:00 p.m.  |  Infinite Energy Center, Duluth, Georgia

Presiding  ............................................................................................................................................... William David Underwood
The President of the University

Prelude .................................................................................................................................................... Verdi’s Aida: Grand March

Invocation*  .........................................................................................................................................  Clark Gregory DeLoach, III
Interim Dean, School of Theology

Welcome ........................................................................................................................................ The President of the University

Greetings and Words of Encouragement  ..................................................................................................................... Jerry Wilson
Mercer University Board of Trustees

University Honors  ............................................................................................................................... Clark Gregory DeLoach, III 

Conferring of the Degrees  ............................................................................................................. The President of the University

      College of Nursing ................................................................................................................................. Dean Linda Ann Streit

Bachelor of Science in Nursing | Master of Science in Nursing
Doctor of Nursing Practice | Doctor of Philosophy

      College of Pharmacy ........................................................................................................................ Dean Brian Louis Crabtree

Doctor of Pharmacy | Doctor of Philosophy

      College of Health Professions ....................................................................................................  Dean Lisa Murphey Lundquist

Master of Public Health | Master of Medical Science
Doctor of Physical Therapy | Doctor of Psychology

      School of Theology  ................................................................................................  Interim Dean Clark Gregory DeLoach, III 

Master of Arts | Master of Divinity
Master of Theological Studies | Doctor of Ministry

University Marshal ........................................................................................................................................  Susan Whitley Miller
Professor of Pharmacy Practice, College of Pharmacy

Presentation of Graduates  .................................................................................................. Sharon Lim Harle, BBA ’90, MBA ’96
Assistant Vice President, Office of Alumni Services 

and University Special Events; Reader

Alumni Welcome ........................................................................................................................................... Penny Loraine Elkins
 Senior Vice President for Enrollment Management

Benediction*  ................................................................................................................................................... Kellie Raiford Appel
Senior Vice President for Strategic Initiatives

Academic Recession**

* The audience is requested to rise.              
** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.



Jerry wilson

Greetings from the Mercer Board of Trustees
 

Jerry Wilson is a Trustee of Mercer University and chairs the Board’s Marketing Committee. He also 
is a graduate of Mercer’s Stetson-Hatcher School of Business in Atlanta where he earned his MBA in 
Marketing. Wilson is an accomplished corporate executive, strategic advisor, entrepreneur, author, and 
public speaker. His leadership principles embody a commitment to the power of diversity and people 
development. Wilson’s expertise in branding contributed to the success of global icons including Ford, 
Volkswagen, Coca-Cola, and McDonald’s. Following 10 years in the automotive industry Wilson joined The 
Coca-Cola Company where over the next 24 years he grew from an entry-level Account Executive to USA 
Strategic Planning Director, Vice President Western USA Foodservice, President of the global McDonald’s 
Group, to a Board-elected Senior Vice President. He proudly served as Executive Sponsor of The Coca-Cola 
Women’s Forum. 

Wilson retired in 2012 as the global Chief Customer and Commercial Officer, having led a worldwide organization that managed 
20 million customers that served 1.2 billion consumers daily in over 200 countries. He then opened his own independent business 
consulting practice where he has advised senior executives in a multitude of industries including consumer goods, financial services, 
online gaming, telecommunications, biotech, and distribution. Recently, he created and launched a new line of USDA Organic 
healthy hydration drinks in Florida called BODY SURF. Wilson also is the author of Managing Brand YOU, 7-Steps to Creating Your 
Most Successful Self. He has been featured in BusinessWeek, Investor’s Business Daily, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Miami Herald and the 
Sun-Sentinel. Wilson continues to advise business leaders, build brands, and mentor the next generation. He and his wife, Ginny, reside 
in northeast Florida. Their daughter, Abby, is a proud graduate of Mercer’s College of Health Professions in the Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program.
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Bachelor of 
science in
nursing

William Laurence Ahern 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Viridiana Duenas Alfaro 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Marny Morit Alkeslassi 
Coral Springs, Florida                    
Tierra Imari Banks 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Jennifer Rose Baradine * 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Ashley Nichole Bell 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Ian Samuel Bell 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Jordan Ansley Bell 
Oxford, Georgia                    
Samuel Douglas Bennett 
Athens, Georgia                    
Rebecca Stephanie Berkovich 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Abigail Owusuaa Bonsu 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Amy Catherine Booth * 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Landon Hayes Brantley 
Dublin, Georgia                    
Leslie Anne Anderson
Brodnax ~ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Shanta’ Powell Brown 
Plains, Georgia                    
Hannah Elizabeth Bullard ** 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Michelle Deondria’ Burston 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Mandi Rae Call *** 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Kierra Dawne Camp * 
Conyers, Georgia                    
Madison Annalyce Campbell 
Evans, Georgia                    
Kathleen D. Cantave 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Victoria Inga Carbone 
Williamson, Georgia                    
Lauren Elizabeth Cargile 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Karen Lopez Chavez 
Los Angeles, California                    
Evelyn Chiwandire 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Divya Choudhary 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Emily Lauren Cmiel ** 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Kristen Cochran 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Gabriela Noel Crawford 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Kaitlyn Breunn Curry **
Lake Park, Georgia                    
Ashley Nicole Davenport 
Ellijay, Georgia                    
Jenna Payge Davidson 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Meghan Lynn Davin * 
Shirley, New York                    
Casey Marie Deaton 
Covington, Georgia                    
Whitney Louise Deedy 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Arianna Raquel Delgado 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Emily Noel DeMille 
Fremont, Indiana                    
Jill Treadwell Denman 
Mansfield, Georgia                    

Adama Hawa Diallo 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Megan Anhthu Do 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Sarah Louise Dornhecker ***~ 
Ramsbottom, England                    
Rebecca Dusek 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Christina Echols
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Samantha Ernst * 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Tanisha Everett 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kaletha Farrow
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Tyrica Stephanie Foster 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kaitlin Breanna Fowler ***~ 
Toccoa, Georgia                    
Emily Elizabeth George * 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Jaysly George 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Katie Gilmour * 
Cincinnati, Ohio                    
Jennifer Ann Girau
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Shelby Catherine Goin * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Andrew Lee Gonzales
Bishop, Georgia                    
Perrie Gooden 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kevin Montrel Goodwin
Decatur, Georgia                    
Olivia Brooke Granger 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Kelsie Nicole Gray * 
Mount Airy, Georgia                    

Kimberly Guerrein * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kristen Nicole Hales * 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Amanda Naju Hall *
Rome, Georgia                    
Brandi Hall *** 
Evans, Georgia                    
Shaquira Ashley Hall 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Julie Anne Hammond 
Monroe, Georgia                    
Mohammad Alaa Hammoud * 
Homs, Syrian Arab Republic                    
Christy Ai Hamrick 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Avery Pyung-Hwa Han 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Paulamae Deloris Harris 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Stephanie Montreuil 
Henderson 
New Orleans, Louisiana                    
Jazmyn M. Herring 
Indianapolis, Indiana                    
Elizabeth Cochran Hill * 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Alyson Patricia Horne * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Hannah Gabrielle Howard 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Kelly Elaine Hudson 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Deriyana Anitria Irving 
Newnan, Georgia                    
Shanteka De’Quesada Johnson 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Whitney D. Jones 
Baltimore, Maryland                    
Catherine Joseph
New Orleans, Louisiana

Jincey Joseph 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Ashley Mary Jossi 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Arzina Feroz Kabani 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Asia Omari Karriem 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Victoria Bader Kelley 
Blythewood, South Carolina                    
Minji Kim 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Izella Bernice King Chardon 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Mackenna Rae Kohler ** 
Stow, Ohio                    
Alyssa Helen LeVorse 
Sandy Springs, Georgia                    
Angela Ngoc Le 
Buford, Georgia                    
Julianna Lescota 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Nicole Catherine Levitz 
Sugar Hill, Georgia                    
Xing Xing Li 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Abbott Caroline Llewellyn * 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Taylor Emily MacNaughton 
Canton, Georgia                    
Amna Madesko 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mallory Alexis Malcolm 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Katherine Anne Marakovits * 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Paige Elizabeth Marolf ** 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Brianna Yasmine Marshall 
Mullin 
Dacula, Georgia

Erica Michelle Martin 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Emily Lauer Mather
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shelby Taylor McCoy 
Mableton, Georgia                    
D’Adrienne N. McDowell 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Robin Denise Medeiros 
Rome, Georgia                    
Deirdra Michelle Miller 
Union City, Georgia                    
Kassandra Joy Mochi * 
Walden, New York                    
Maite De’clesia Custodio 
Muianga 
Maputo, Mozambique                    
Jacquelin Nguyen
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Nkenna Rose Njoku 
Rex, Georgia                    
Maureen Chinweokwu Nwagidi 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Sophiee Soo Oh * 
Seoul, South Korea                    
Christine Lee Oliver 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Khadija Mohamed Omer 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Osahenrumwen Osagie 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Lissette Cayetano Pacheco * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Isabella Catalina Pagsisihan * 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Bhakti V. Patel * 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Kalindi Patel 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Elizabeth Joyce Peck 
Conyers, Georgia

Morgan Alwan Perez 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Allison Michelle Piltz ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jerome Charles Pounds 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Chadwick Seth Queen
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Padma Preeti Rao ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mary Eliza Reese ** 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Ayn Remillard 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Aryelle Richards *~ 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Aisha Brianna Rivers 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Marthalynn Rodriguez *~ 
Scottdale, Georgia                    
Samantha Ann Rud *** 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Taraneh Mohajer Saheb 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Megan Alexis Sanford *** 
Adairsville, Georgia                    
Kelsey Anne Simmons 
Covington, Georgia                    
Ashley Elizabeth Smith 
Monroe, Georgia                    
Tianna Melanie Smith 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Zoey Shenece Smoot 
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Shadawn Sooudi ** 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Kevin Mitchell Spikes 
Lakeland, Georgia                    

Continued –
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doctor of 
pharMacy

Abidemi Temitope 
Adamson ** 
Hiram, Georgia                    
Aqsa Adnan ** 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Reena Rani Aggarwal *** 
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Tasnim Fatema Ahmed 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Jessica Christina Aikens 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jonathan Amha Aklilu * 
Nashville, Tennessee                    
Lauren Yeonhee An *** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Maliha Anjum *
Doraville, Georgia                    
Gillian Cenon Arquisola 
Macon, Georgia                    
Huy Bao
Saigon, Vietnam                    
William Beguhn 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Carrigan Lavon Belcher *** 
Cordele, Georgia                    
Avery Miller Berkhan 
Dallas, Georgia                    
Kylie Milia Black ***~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Richard Andrew Blake 
Fairburn, Georgia                    
Kirbie Marie Bostick 
Tifton, Georgia                    
Jeremiah Seth Bradley 
Chatsworth, Georgia                    
Julia L. Cape 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Rahul Changela 
Duluth, Georgia                    
ChungYu Chen
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Anna Marie Cochran 
Dallas, Georgia                    

Ryan C. Davis 
Knoxville, Tennessee                    
Christina Chelsea DeRiggs 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Hiep Hoang Do
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam                    
Rebecca Downes 
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Diamond Dumas-Tubbs ** 
Middleburg, Florida                    
Jennifer Ann Dunn 
Greenville, Georgia                    
Fedoua Elhilali ** 
Rabat, Morocco                    
Ekiomoado Elizabeth 
Esekhaigbe 
Edo State, Nigeria                    
Rachael Oluwabunmi 
Fagbamila ** 
Modesto, California                    
Qadan Omar Farah 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Sabena Furman 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Abigail Olivia Gardner 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Hashim Ghulam-Ali 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Tatyana Givens *** 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Robin Alisha Glover 
Ocilla, Georgia                    
Kaitlyn Shea Graham 
Winder, Georgia                    
Donna T. Ha * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Mewael Habtegabir * 
Asmara, Eritrea                    
Sarah DeAnn Hall 
DeBary, Florida                    
Charley Marie Hallock ** 
Douglas, Georgia                    
Amanda Marie Hammond 
Bronx, New York                    
Kristin Harfoot 
Marietta, Georgia                    

Salman Hasham * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Joanna He *** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Farah Hindash 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Ashli Huynh 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Ly Truc Huynh ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
June Inn
Bartlesville, Oklahoma                    
Haley Brooke Jackson 
Meansville, Georgia                    
Jacarmen Kenrell James * 
Sandersville, Georgia                    
Brandi Cierra Johnson 
Homerville, Georgia                    
Tamerra F. Jones 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Pritesh Kalola *** 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Justine Kankam 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Kasem Murad Khan 
Cerritos, California                    
Alex S. Kilgore * 
New Castle, Indiana                    
Heidi Amanda King *** 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Lien Le * 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Linh Ngoc Le * 
Tifton, Georgia                    
Win Le
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Sara Diamond Lee 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Rodney F. Lester, Jr. 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Lindsey Phillips Lindsey ** 
Lithia Springs, Georgia                    
Nikhita Aziz Lokhandwala 
Newnan, Georgia                    

Stephanie Diane-Hunsley
Long ** 
Dallas, Texas                    
Hien Thanh Luong * 
Hue, Vietnam                    
Huy Cam Luu *** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Don Mardukhayev * 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Esther Matara 
Ngong, Kenya                    
Micheline M. Maxwell 
Newport, New York                    
DeAngelo Jamond 
McKinley **~ 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Ashley Ana Mendez 
Miami, Florida                    
Melissa Milfort *
Fort Lauderdale, Florida                    
Emily Jean Miller ** 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Taylor Anne Miller **
Newnan, Georgia                    
Jin Ki Min *
Seoul, South Korea                    
Traci Benedict Mobley 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Courtney M. Monroe ** 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Megan Elizabeth Morrow *** 
Snellville, Georgia                    
Santiago Muñoz *** 
Grayson, Georgia                    
Stacy Ndubuizu ** 
Grayson, Georgia                    
Mary Le Nguyen 
Norcross, Georgia                    
Khanh Trung Ha Nguyen * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Phuong-Thao Nguyen * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Samantha Ngoc Nguyen * 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Sim Hong Nguyen ** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    

Theresa Mong My Nguyen ** 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Thu Thao Nguyen *** 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Van Hong Nguyen * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Ifeoma B. Okafor
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Lucrecia Afuegolia Onyimah 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Desire Lashalle Outler * 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Bukunmi Elijah Oyewole 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Hyewon Park 
Seoul, South Korea                    
Jina Park ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Aakash Patel
Chester, South Carolina                    
Bijal M. Patel 
Cordele, Georgia                    
Kishan Patel * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Meera Jayendra Patel ** 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Rishil B. Patel *** 
Ellijay, Georgia                    
Smikal Jitendrakumar Patel 
Forsyth, Georgia                    
Sonali Girish Patel 
Edison, New Jersey                    
Marlon Paul * 
Hollywood, Florida                    
Burgandy Ann Payne ** 
Etowah, Tennessee                    
Kim-Dung Thi Phung * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Jennifer Joann Prophitt *** 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Lai Quach 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Darniesha Denise Quinones 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Tenzin J. Rikha 
Atlanta, Georgia

Markitta Andrel Robinson 
Vienna, Georgia                    
Mallory Shamal Rogers 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Tsim Nuj Ruajcag Ly * 
Jefferson, Georgia                    
Kristen Leigh Russell 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Seyedehdarya Safavinia ** 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sarah Samuel 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Randall Colton Satterfield ** 
Americus, Georgia                    
Keyana Nibrea Scott *** 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Shreya Vrajesh Shah 
Alcoa, Tennessee                    
Maryam Shahriari 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Ashley Shim * 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Phillip Chase Smith *
Fort Walton Beach, Florida                    
Stacie Smith 
Jacksonville, Florida                    
Rachel B. Song 
South Korea                    
Dyrek Vincent Szamier * 
Madison, Alabama                    
Shika Tamaklo * 
Miami, Florida                    
Sam Tamjidi * 
Toronto, Ontario                    
Dominique Marlene Taylor ** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Thanh Thuy Thi Nguyen ** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Ophelia Ton 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Trang Mai Tran *** 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Toan Quang Trinh 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Ca Nha Truong ** 
Tucker, Georgia

Tiffany Udoka Uzor 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Krina Dipak Vyas *** 
Kingsland, Georgia                    
Keng Man Wai * 
Kennesaw, Georgia                    
Christopher Wayne Webb ** 
Villa Rica, Georgia                    
William Richard Webb 
Albany, Georgia                    
Ellen Weng 
Doraville, Georgia                    
Laura M. Whitney * 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Antonia Denise Williams 
Columbus, Mississippi                    
Belinda Mae Williams *** 
Locust Grove, Georgia                    
Katisha La’Tonya Wilson 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Fenan Woldai 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Hiba Samir Yacout ** 
Macon, Georgia                    
Julia Zhu
Johns Creek, Georgia
          
doctor of 
philosophy

Amit Bansal ~ 
Scottdale, Georgia                    
Cedrick Maceo Daphney ~ 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Behnam Dasht Bozorg ~ 
Tehran, Iran                    
Andrew James Degar ~ 
Houston, Texas                    
Yujin Kim ~
Seoul, South Korea                    
DeAngelo Jamond McKinley ~ 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Rokon Uz Zaman ~ 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

college of PharMacy
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Srebra Ivanova Stamm 
Duluth, Georgia                    
Daniel Volker Strom 
Neuhof, Germany                    
Rachael Adams Swayze 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Abigail Christine Thorne * 
Parker, Colorado                    
Grace Elizabeth Tibbetts 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Alissa Ann Tipton 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Jillian Triebwasser 
Vernon, New Jersey                    
Rebecca Ann Trotman
Johns Creek, Georgia                    

Amalachukwu Chukwudiebele 
Ukegbu 
Powder Springs, Georgia                    
Atifah Azim Virani 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Mariana Voronovscaia * 
Braselton, Georgia                    
Arrin Ann Vrtiska 
Minneola, Kansas                    
Morgan Elisse Wade 
Loganville, Georgia                    
Rachel Lynn Wall 
Grayson, Georgia                    
Destiny Ann Wallace 
Fayetteville, North Carolina                    
Christina Marie West 
Talbotton, Georgia                    
Samantha Leigh Wharton 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Sommer Keamonte Wiggs 
Vidalia, Georgia                    

Laurin Sabrina Williams 
Saint Croix, Virgin Islands                    
Angel Erica Wray 
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Zena Elizabeth Zolotarev 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Kyle Logan Zorich 
Alpharetta, Georgia
          
Master of 
science in
nursing

Rebecca Nicole Adams 
Tallahassee, Florida                    
Crystal Elaine Ayer 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Charli H. Clements
Monroe, Georgia                    
Julie Elizabeth Daniels 
Guthrie, Oklahoma                    
Kelly Ann DiMeo 
Brea, California

Habida Elachola 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Lauren Ann Franke 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Lana Wassim Hojeij 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sarika Mishra 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Melissa Barbara Moya 
Miami, Florida                    
Maryam A. Muhammad 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
Ann Sabah Oliveira 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Virginia Ann Peterson 
Roswell, Georgia                    
Valerie L. Rouse Beliard 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Holly Ann Shoemaker 
Zebulon, Georgia                    
Margaret Bronaugh Sporn 
Snellville, Georgia                    

Nina Rowe Stefanie 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kelli Marie Thompson 
Pooler, Georgia                    
Jennifer Puthenpurackel 
Varghese 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tankeia Tanye’ Warren 
Macon, Georgia                    
Tundra Nicole Weaver 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Dahnide Marie Williams 
Bronx, New York                    
Juanjuan Wu 
China
          
doctor of 
nursing 
practice

Addison Price Dodge 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Judith Amghorkai Abbey 
Glover 
Accra, Ghana                    
Heather Elaine Grafton ~ 
Dunwoody, Georgia                    
Heather Marie Haff 
Dawsonville, Georgia                    
Melissa Lee Hallman 
Grain Valley, Missouri                    
Rachael Marie Hawkins 
Watkinsville, Georgia                    
Megan Nicole Ivester 
Toccoa, Georgia                    
Nicole Rae Masano 
Brunswick, Georgia                    
Cashmere Monique Miller 
Long Island, New York                    
Maureen Edythe Newton 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Rebecca Helen O’Grady 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    

Alexandra Leigh Ruiz 
Flowery Branch, Georgia                    
Lorrie Jean Stewart 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Amy Lynne Thompson 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Tashoy Madreka Wallace 
Jamaica                    
Shayla Alyce Weaver 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shawna Ann Wright 
Greenville, South Carolina
          
doctor of 
philosophy

Latrina Tyonne Geyer ~ 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania                    
Laura Anne Vasel ~ 
Richmond, Virginia

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society
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Master of 
puBlic health

Kenea Mistie Melissa Andrews 
Nassau, Bahamas                    
Nour Neil Aqqad 
Knoxville, Tennessee                    
Amy Maura Bastien 
Worcester, Massachusetts                    
Charlz Bisongebobetchu
Bisong, Jr. 
Sugarland, Texas                    
Tiffany Nicole Blamble 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
LaTonya Patrice Brown 
Naperville, Illinois                    
Vannessa Bryant 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Shaeyla Nicole Davis 
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Sydney Elizabeth Drey 
Mobile, Alabama                    
Akilah La’Frion Flowers 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin                    
Vernique Jefferson Footman 
Thomasville, Georgia                    
Latoya Shawnta Gaulden 
Fitzgerald, Georgia                    
Nathalie Gonzalez Jimenez ~ 
Puerto Rico                    
Darius Emilio Gonzalez 
Brooklyn, New York                    
Whitley Elizabeth Grimes ~ 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Ashley Sha’na’ya Hines 
Baltimore, Maryland                    
Jordan Rashad Howard ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Hadia Husseini 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Joseph Hwang 
Madison, Alabama                    
Jasmyn Cassidy Jackson
Stockbridge, Georgia                    
Joshua Alexander Jackson
Hope Mills, North Carolina                    
Anum Jalal 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tiffany Ahijnae Jeter 
Huntsville, Alabama                    
Sumera Jiva 
Atlanta, Georgia                    

Leigh Taylor Johnson 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Cydney S. Jordan 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Sierra Lea Jordan-Thompson 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Gloria Le Justice 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Vasantha Kasinathan 
Dunwoody, Georgia                    
Vyjayanti Kasinathan 
Dunwoody, Georgia                    
Varaporn Heather Kawpunna ~
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Nana S. Kusi Appiah 
Santa Clarita, California                    
Jian Elizabeth Massucco
Baton Rouge, Louisiana                    
Nagla Ali Milud Massud
Tripoli, Libya                    
Loren Breana Mitchell
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Kalimah Maryam Muhammad 
California, Maryland                    
Tanaka Gilda
Mutambaneshango 
Zimbabwe                    
Rita Cathryn Nagawa ~ 
Kampala, Uganda                    
Sim Hong Nguyen 
Lawrenceville, Georgia                    
Sheena Diane Norwood 
Decatur, Georgia                    
Candace Marelyn Page 
Marietta, Georgia                    
Mit Minesh Patel 
Jonesboro, Georgia                    
James Ryan Pope 
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Keiana Antonea Raven 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Nikia Rayshel Robinson 
Caroline County, Virginia                    
Alexis Shantice Ross 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Amber Alexis Ross 
Covington, Georgia                    
Latrice Joyell Simmons 
Columbia, South Carolina                    
Meyonca D. Simpkins-Jackson 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Keith Nichols Sims
Columbus, Georgia

Raschelle Bryanah Smalley 
Riverdale, Georgia                    
Fatima Amanda Smith 
Stone Mountain, Georgia                    
Elisha Rosemarie Snezek 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Trey Alexander Stanley 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Donita Renee Thomas 
Chicago, Illinois                    
Kamilah Aneese White
Columbus, Georgia                    
April Lynette Williams 
Mableton, Georgia                    
Cierra Jaylah Wilson 
Corona, California
          
Master of 
Medical science

Mary Elizabeth Aghajanian ~ 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Lindsey Taylor Bartz 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Amy Maura Bastien 
Worcester, Massachusetts                    
Kyle Elizabeth Benson
Cumming, Georgia                    
Meghan Elizabeth Benson
Naperville, Illinois                    
Nicole Lee Black 
Flushing, Michigan                    
Tiffany Nicole Blamble 
Douglasville, Georgia                    
Kimberly Lynn Brown 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia                    
Lauren Taylor Brown 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Emily Heape Burns 
Meansville, Georgia                    
Abigail Frances Bushey 
Duluth, Minnesota                    
Stetson Lee Carroll 
Spring Creek, Nevada                    
Andrea Victoria Castro 
Buford, Georgia                    
Hee Jin Cayetano 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Jamie Elizabeth Cool 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Daniel Bryant Coursey 
Savannah, Georgia                    

Katelyn Ann DeBerry 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Jessica Anne Drews 
Leesburg, Virginia                    
Alicia Lynn Duval 
Mission Viejo, California                    
Sarah Annalise Estrada 
Tyrone, Georgia                    
Anna Coursey Fredlund
Savannah, Georgia                    
Svetlana Frey 
Dacula, Georgia                    
Mallory Mary Garretson
Acworth, Georgia                    
Nathalie Gerdts 
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Megan Elizabeth Gerrells 
Chattanooga, Tennessee                    
Andrew Sherman Wesley 
Harper 
Rome, Georgia                    
Hannah Elisabeth Hartman 
Peachtree City, Georgia                    
Tasneem Uzma Huda 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Caroline Megan Hutcherson
Marietta, Georgia                    
Joseph Hwang 
Madison, Alabama                    
MacKenzie Anna Kirchner 
Fayetteville, Georgia                    
Carolina June Kvietkus 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Celeste Breanne Lake 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Paul John Lamartina 
Marlboro, New Jersey                    
Caroline Grace McArthur 
Athens, Georgia                    
Michael Paul McKinney 
Dalton, Georgia                    
Rita Cathryn Nagawa 
Kampala, Uganda                    
Caralyna May Nee 
Suwanee, Georgia                    
Sanya Nijhara ~ 
Johns Creek, Georgia                    
Lauren Elizabeth Nolan 
Lilburn, Georgia                    
Magnus A.C. Ojukwu 
Little Rock, Arkansas                    
Krisna Dinesh Patel 
Lilburn, Georgia                    

Monal Patel 
Richmond, Virginia                    
Shelby Alexis Peel 
Augusta, Georgia                    
Samantha Leigh Peters
Charlotte, North Carolina                    
Bita Ranjbari
Morton Grove, Illinois                    
William Aaron Retterbush
Valdosta, Georgia                    
Caroline Waters Rodgers
Woodstock, Georgia                    
Shelby Anne Saltsman
Alpharetta, Georgia                    
Philip S. Sangster 
Monroe, Georgia                    
Kristie Ann Schimming 
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Alexandra McLeod Searson ~ 
Savannah, Georgia                    
Jessica Haley Senft 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Katherine Madison Serafen 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Katie Rogers Shields 
Fort Smith, Arkansas                    
Carly Marie Singletary 
Nashville, Tennessee                    
Allison Leigh Smith 
Dalton, Georgia                    
Brandon Alan Smith 
Draper, Utah                    
Rae Traina
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Victoria C. Treasure 
Wichita Falls, Texas                    
Martina Jane Vis 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Courtney Taylor Warfel 
Watkinsville, Georgia                    
Nicole Boucher Warner 
Oswego, New York                    
April Lynette Williams 
Mableton, Georgia                    
Andrew Finley Woodham
Byron, Georgia                    
Jasmine Nuroon Zaman
Cumming, Georgia                    
Jessica Wolfe Zehna
Athens, Georgia
          

doctor of 
physical 
therapy

Kristian Taylor Adkins
Macon, Georgia                    
Ugonna Kevin Akoh
Athens, Georgia                    
Mason Elder Asbury
Decatur, Georgia                    
Carlie Alix Austin
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Emma Ashlyne Ballard
Norcross, Georgia                    
Joshua Nolan Bloodworth
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Rebecca Allyson Bodker 
Delray Beach, Florida                    
Anna Pidgeon Carson
Marietta, Georgia                    
Bailee Jordan Croy
Richmond Hill, Georgia                    
Jordan Alliah Davis 
Ellenwood, Georgia                    
Tanya Marie Dillon
Roswell, Georgia                    
Irene DiSalle
Singapore, Singapore                    
Jessalyn Kelly Ford 
Acworth, Georgia                    
Christopher Bricen Frick 
Lexington, South Carolina                    
Hayley Elizabeth Genoway 
Trabuco Canyon, California                    
Darius Emilio Gonzalez 
Brooklyn, New York                    
Elizabeth Whitener Hamilton 
Evans, Georgia                    
Callie Rose Hammerle
Perry, Georgia                    
Amanda Hardman
Medina, Ohio                    
Caroline Robinson Heard
Cumming, Georgia                    
Robert N. Jones
Marietta, Georgia                    
Ellen Besier Kam
Statesboro, Georgia                    
Sarah My Lim
Smyrna, Georgia                    
Charles Austin Lowery 
Thomasville, Georgia                    

Taylor James Maida 
Chickamauga, Georgia                    
Wilton Bradley Miles
Hazlehurst, Georgia                    
Andrew Thomas Modi
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Annemarie Lynne Parker 
Milledgeville, Georgia                    
Patrick Henry Phillips
Macon, Georgia                    
James Ryan Pope
LaGrange, Georgia                    
Raleigh Amber Robbins
Pine Mountain Valley, Georgia                    
Abigail Elyse Robinson
Greenwood, South Carolina                    
Jacqueline Turnage Roelofs
Pensacola, Florida                    
William Blake Smallwood
Mansfield, Georgia                    
Rachel Virginia Taylor ~
Warner Robins, Georgia                    
Jessica Patrice Thompson
Charleston, Mississippi                    
Courtney Brooke White
Cochran, Georgia                    
Bria Michelle Williams 
Smyrna, Georgia
          
doctor of 
psychology

Alleena Gabrielle Bennett 
McDonough, Georgia                    
Shannon L. Drabek
Vero Beach, Florida                    
Vincent Michael Fitch
Laurel, Maryland                    
Sarah F. Hill
Tucker, Georgia                    
Christina Rose Mayfield
Macon, Georgia                    
Tonya Charlene Miller Roberts 
Avondale Estates, Georgia                    
Shalani Iman Offord
Birmingham, Alabama                    
Renato Popovic
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania                    
Anna-Leigh Powell 
Hahira, Georgia                    
Matthew Sherman Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
William Chapman Young 
Atlanta, Georgia

college of health Professions

school of theology

Master of arts

Harvey Charles Canty, Jr. 
Dayton, Ohio                    
Anitra Elizabeth Gassett 
Lithonia, Georgia                    
Henry Dwight Kennedy 
Byron, Georgia                    
Sean David Smith 
Atlanta, Georgia

Master of
divinity

William Berry, Jr. 
Chandler, Arizona

Anita Maria Brinson 
Macon, Georgia                    
Jessica Tamekia Brown 
Durham, North Carolina                    
Joy Leighanne Bugg 
Moore, Oklahoma                    
Tiffany Patrice Burch 
Miami, Florida                    
Alyssa Joy Chester 
Detroit, Michigan                    
Erica Cody 
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Tiffanie Coleman
Staten Island, New York                    

Sheknita Raynette Davis 
Macon, Georgia                    
Felicia Althea Fowler 
Columbus, Georgia                    
Jacqueline Renee Gay 
Dayton, Ohio                    
Chelsi N. Glascoe 
Largo, Maryland                    
Emily Anne Harbin 
Dalton, Georgia                    
Ronald Paul Hayes 
Boone, North Carolina                    
Lorenzo Lopez Heard 
Albany, Georgia                    

Karla Hooper ~ 
Covington, Georgia                    
Caitlin Celia Kemeny 
Cumming, Georgia                    
Harrison Allen Litzell 
Sarasota, Florida                    
Deborah Kaye Neely 
Sharpsburg, Georgia                    
Dana Renee Peebles 
Troy, Virginia                    
Rebekah Claire Rhea 
Knoxville, Tennessee                    
Hannah Elizabeth Rule 
Macon, Georgia

Master of 
theological 
studies

Matthew Turner Geeslin
Columbus, Georgia

doctor of 
Ministry

Kristopher Daniel Aaron 
Bristol, Tennessee                    
Benjamin Uriah Barnett, Jr. 
Roanoke, Virginia                    

Katrina Stipe Brooks
Lynchburg, Virginia                    
Darian Elise Duckworth 
West Point, Mississippi                    
Libby Mae Grammer ~ 
Martinsville, Virginia                    
Trevor Tyson Hamaker 
Tyrone, Georgia                    
Joshua David Hearne 
Danville, Virginia                    
Freddye G. James
Atlanta, Georgia                    
Amy Sturdivant Jennings 
Greenwood, South Carolina                    

David A. Jennings 
Greenwood, South Carolina                    
William Mattison King 
Greenville, South Carolina                    
Tracey Andrea Kirkland 
Lamar, South Carolina                    
Jeremy Brad Mitchell 
LaGrange, North Carolina                    
Stephanie Totty Patterson 
Anderson, South Carolina                    
Christopher Paul Thomas 
Enterprise, Alabama                    
Shirley Thompson-Lewis 
Douglasville, Georgia

candidates for degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Participation in the graduation ceremony does not necessarily represent conferral of the degree. Degrees are awarded at the end of the term in which all requirements are met. 
Honors printed in the program and announced at the commencement ceremony are based on grades earned at the time of program publication, and may not reflect final honors.



college of nUrsing 
2019 – 2020 distingUished facUlty 

MeMber of the year award 
Tara Bertulfo, D.N.P., R.N., CNE

Clinical Assistant Professor

college of health Professions 
2019 – 2020 excellence in teaching award 

Niamh Tunney, PT, DPT, MS
Associate Professor of Physical Therapy

sP e c i a l awa r d s
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Message froM 
the alUMni association

Welcome to the Mercer University Alumni Association! By 
virtue of your graduation, you join the ranks of almost 84,000 
Mercerians in a common fraternity that began over 187 years ago. 
Like each graduate before you, you will leave here today with 
aspirations for yourself, your career and your family. Mercer would 
be honored to remain a central part of your story — especially the 
new chapter that begins today.

The Alumni Association is a non-dues membership 
organization. You are a member for as long as you desire to be. 
We ask only that you stay in touch by keeping your contact 
information current, and that you support Mercer with your time, talent and resources as you 
feel led.

We look forward to celebrating the milestones of your life with you, and to being a 
resource for your lifelong learning.

Go Bears ... but please come back to visit often!

Sincerely,

 

Jill H. Kinsella
Associate Vice President & Executive Director

Mercer University alUMni association

1501 Mercer University Drive, Macon, Georgia 31207-1517

(478) 301-2715 | (800) 637-2378 | Alumni@Mercer.edu
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eMbleMs

the Mace

The mace is carried by the Marshal as a symbol of the 
authority of the University to confer degrees. Originally 
a weapon of war, the mace came to be used as an emblem 
of military power and civil authority. Its use as a symbol of 
university authority dates from medieval times.

The Mercer mace was designed in 1960 by Marshall 
Daugherty, professor of art in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, and was first used for the inauguration of President 
Rufus C. Harris. It depicts a cross atop a globe, symbolizing 
the spiritual commitment of the University as it seeks to 
understand the world. Circumscribing the globe are the 
words, “Mercer University, 1833,” symbolizing the influence 
of Mercer throughout the world. Beneath the larger globe 
is a smaller one, which represents the microcosm of the 
University. This, in turn, rests atop a form suggestive of a 
spire. The mace is made of bronze.

the Presidential seal

The seal is worn by the President as a sign of authority. 
The seal was designed by Professor Otis D. Knight and 
Professor Marshall Daugherty and was first used for the 
inauguration of President Rufus C. Harris in 1960.

The seal, which was carved directly in fine silver and 
bronze, is a mandola-shaped pendant that depicts the form 
of the Godsey Administration Building, a riband and a 
stylized stained-glass window of Willingham Auditorium. 
The background is in bronze and the window is in blue and 
red cloisonné enamel. On the riband are the Latin words 
for science, law, religion and the arts. On the border are 
inscribed the name of the University in Latin and the date 
of its founding. The shape of the seal is traditional for early 
university seals.

acadeMic regalia

The practice of wearing academic attire extends back to 
medieval times and the Renaissance, when it was the custom 
for teachers and students in European universities to wear 
gowns, caps and hoods. Although the wearing of the garb is 
now limited to formal occasions, the garb itself may be called 
the uniform of the professional scholar and teacher. The style 
and color serve as symbols of collegiate attainment.

The long sleeves of the gowns and the deep hoods were, 
on occasion, used to carry books and refreshments. Each 
European university developed its own style of garb with 
strict rules for its design. In the United States, however, most 
American colleges have agreed on a uniform design and       
color code.

Holders of bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees 
wear black gowns; the pattern and trimming differ for each 
degree. Originally, the bachelor’s gown was made of serge 
or worsted and the master’s of serge, worsted or silk; but 
now synthetic fibers are also used. The bachelor’s gown is 
distinguished by its long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown 
has long sleeves with a slit for the arm at either the elbow or 
the wrist. Doctor’s gowns are adorned with velvet panels and 
bars that may be black or of a color distinctive to the wearer’s 
discipline.

Holders of all degrees wear caps, popularly known as 
mortarboards, to which a long tassel is fastened that hangs 
over the left side of the cap. Doctors may wear tassels of   
gold thread. Holders of bachelor’s and master’s degrees may 
wear colors indicating the faculty by which their degrees  
were granted. 

The academic hood is an ornamental fold that goes 
around the neck and hangs down the back of the gown. 
The length and shape of the hood vary with the level of 
the degree. Hoods are generally lined with the colors of the 
university which granted the degree and trimmed with the 
color representing the faculty by which the degree is granted. 

The following colors are associated with the various 
faculties:

Arts, Letters, Humanities  ..................................White
Commerce, Accountancy, Business ....................  Drab
Education  ...................................................  Light Blue
Engineering  .....................................................  Orange
Journalism  .....................................................  Crimson
Law  .................................................................... Purple
Library Science  ................................................ Lemon
Medicine  ...........................................................  Green
Music  .................................................................... Pink
Nursing ............................................................ Apricot
Speech  ....................................................... Silver Gray
Pharmacy ................................................. Olive Green
Philosophy ................................................... Dark Blue
Physical Education  ...................................  Sage Green
Physical Therapy ................................................... Teal
Physician Assistant  .................................. Kelly Green
Psychology ...........................................................  Gold
Public Health  .........................................  Salmon Pink
Science  ................................................  Golden Yellow
Theology ........................................................... Scarlet
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2020 Phi beta kaPPa indUctees

Juliana Arenas Velasquez
Senior  I  Fayetteville, Georgia

Macire Aribot
Senior  I  Lithonia, Georgia

Kaila Banker
Senior  I  Plantation, Florida

Jordan Barnett
Senior  I  Smyrna, Georgia

Jenna Bruck
Senior  I  Duluth, Georgia

Tucker Buffington
Senior  I  Gainesville, Georgia

Holly Cooper
Senior  I  Lizella, Georgia

Elizabeth Ctibor
Senior  I  Milner, Georgia

Ariel Daniels
Senior  I  Milledgeville, Georgia

Micah Davis
Senior  I  Lithonia, Georgia

Ally Driver
Junior  I  Brentwood, Tennessee

Peter Garcia
Senior  I  Savannah, Georgia

Alexis Gonzalez
Senior  I  Atlanta, Georgia

Sarah Harris
Senior  I  Austell, Georgia

Jeffrey Heinzman
Senior  I  Macon, Georgia

Margaret Hicks
Senior  I  Warm Springs, Georgia

Fabian Kopp
Senior  I  Macon, Georgia

Brianna Levin
Senior  I  Marietta, Georgia

Stephen Mackes
Senior  I  Crofton, Maryland

Elijah Maier
Senior  I  Alpharetta, Georgia

Brenna McNulty
Senior  I  Powder Springs, Georgia

Zachary Mullinax
Senior  I  Kennesaw, Georgia

Raejan Noh
Senior  I  Locust Grove, Georgia

Princess Ogundu
Senior  I  Hahira, Georgia

Anjali Patel
Senior  I  McDonough, Georgia

Hinal Patel
Senior  I  Kathleen, Georgia

Taylor Rinberger
Senior  I  Nashville, Georgia

Emily Robertson
Senior  I  Greensboro, Georgia

Gunnar Rogers
Senior  I  Eastman, Georgia

Moriah Roycroft
Senior  I  Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina

Bethany Rozeboom
Senior  I  Roswell, Georgia

Eduardo Rubio Garcia Teruel
Senior  I  Palmetto, Georgia

Shailey Shah
Junior  I  Hixson, Tennessee

Nidhi Shashidhara
Senior  I  Jacksonville, Florida

Lindsey Smallwood
Senior  I  Waycross, Georgia

David Stokes
Senior  I  Sandy Springs, Georgia

Phi beta kaPPa 
zeta of georgia

 
HE PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY — THE NATION’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS ACADEMIC HONOR SOCIETY 
— CHARTERED MERCER UNIVERSITY TO SHELTER THE ZETA CHAPTER OF GEORGIA IN 2015. In 
recommending Mercer for membership, the Society’s Committee on Qualifications described Mercer as a “quintessentially 
Phi Beta Kappa institution” in its values and mission, in its curriculum and general education requirements, in the variety 
of opportunities it provides its students, in the quality of its best undergraduates, and in the dedicated engagement of the 

faculty in all aspects of undergraduate education. 
 Phi Beta Kappa was founded Dec. 5, 1776, at the College of William and Mary by five undergraduates who sought to create a student 
society that would be more serious-minded than others that had previously existed at the Williamsburg, Virginia, institution. 
 The first college society with a Greek-letter name, Phi Beta Kappa is derived from the initials for the society’s motto, “love of 
learning is the guide of life.” ΦBK introduced the essential characteristics of the numerous Greek societies that would follow. These 
included a badge, mottoes in Greek and Latin, a code of laws, an elaborate form of initiation and a seal.
 Phi Beta Kappa is not awarded simply on the basis of high grade point average or class rank, but on a student’s breadth of knowledge 
and coursework, including foreign language, math and sciences, and humanities and fine arts. An inductee into Phi Beta Kappa has 
taken a wide range of courses beyond a major. In addition to seeking out a broad range of academic interests, the ideal Phi Beta Kappa 
member has demonstrated intellectual inquiry and integrity as well as tolerance for freedom of thought and varied points of views.  
These are the distinctive elements of Phi Beta Kappa that distinguish it from Latin honors such as summa cum laude or department 
honors in a discipline.
 Only 10 percent of the nation’s institutions of higher education have been awarded chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, and only 10 percent 
of an institution’s seniors may be inducted, making Phi Beta Kappa one of the most competitive and distinguished honors a student 
may achieve. Since ΦBK’s founding, 17 U.S. presidents, 39 U.S. Supreme Court justices and more than 130 Nobel laureates have been 
inducted as members, along with countless authors, diplomats, athletes, researchers, actors and business leaders.

T

Me r c e r Un i v e r s i T y   |  47



Mercer University Profile

Mercer University is one of America’s oldest and most distinctive 
institutions of higher learning, offering rigorous programs that 
span the undergraduate liberal arts to doctoral-level degrees. 
Founded by early 19th century Baptists, Mercer — while no 

longer formally denominationally affiliated — remains committed to an 
educational environment that embraces the historic Baptist principles of 
intellectual and religious freedom.

With more than 8,700 students enrolled in 12 schools and colleges on 
major campuses in Macon and Atlanta; medical school sites in Macon, 
Savannah and Columbus; and at regional academic centers in Henry and 
Douglas counties, Mercer is ranked among the top tier of national research 
universities by U.S. News & World Report. Our nearly 84,000 alumni are 
making important contributions to their professions and communities 
throughout Georgia, the Southeast and the world.

While offering a breadth of programs found at much larger universities, 
Mercer maintains an intimate, student-focused culture more characteristic 
of smaller liberal arts colleges. Mercer’s uniqueness is found in the way the 
University integrates five defining components of its mission: Liberal Learning, 
Professional Knowledge, Discovery, Service to Humankind and Community.

acadeMic divisions

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Macon — The oldest and largest of the University’s academic units, the 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is Mercer’s academic cornerstone. The 
College offers baccalaureate programs in the humanities, fine arts, natural 
sciences and social sciences, along with a variety of interdisciplinary options. 
With a multitude of pre-professional programs in health, law and theology, 
the College also provides students a strong liberal arts foundation. The core 
curriculum blends practical skills, such as critical thinking, clear writing and 
effective communication, with a deep engagement with the diversity and 
richness of the peoples, faiths, cultures and natural processes in the world. The 
College’s Great Books Program, which provides students the opportunity for 
focused study of classic writers and thinkers of the Western world, is recognized 
among the 21 Best Great Books Programs by Best College Reviews. The 
Integrative Program combines traditional disciplinary course requirements with 
three multidisciplinary integrative courses, which require students to wrestle 
with challenging questions from multiple perspectives and prepare them to 
make meaningful contributions in a complicated and deeply interconnected 
world. Students in the College take advantage of a variety of study-abroad 
opportunities, both through faculty-led programs and those organized through 
the Mercer On Mission program. In 2015, Mercer was awarded a chapter of Phi 
Beta Kappa, the nation’s most prestigious academic honor society. 

School of Law
Macon — Founded in 1873, Mercer’s Walter F. George School of Law is 

one of the oldest law schools in the United States and the first in the state of 
Georgia accredited by the American Bar Association. Mercer Law School’s 
educational philosophy is based on a commitment to preparing students for 
high-quality, general practice in a day-to-day learning environment that is 
both supportive and professional. Mercer Law School is a two-time recipient 
of the prestigious ABA Gambrell Professionalism Award for excellence and 
innovation in ethics and professionalism throughout the curriculum. With an 
enrollment of approximately 390 students, taught by an outstanding faculty, 
Mercer Law School is nationally recognized for its programs in legal writing, 
advocacy training, experiential education and ethics and professionalism.

School of Business
Macon, Atlanta, Douglas County, Henry County and Online — 

Established in 1984, Mercer’s Stetson-Hatcher School of Business is named 
for Eugene W. Stetson, a 1901 Mercer graduate and business pioneer who 
leveraged the first major buyout in corporate history, and his grandson Robert 
F. (Bob) Hatcher, a Macon businessman, longtime supporter, trustee and former 
board chair for the University. Over the past 80 years, Mercer has granted more 
than 12,000 business degrees, and many of its graduates hold senior leadership 

positions in companies around the world. Mercer’s business school delivers 
career-focused business education in order to develop innovative leaders who 
are responsible global citizens. 

Stetson-Hatcher School of Business is an accredited member of AACSB 
International — The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, 
which places it among the top five percent of business schools worldwide. 
Mercer’s business school has been recognized as one of the “Best Business 
Schools” in the United States by both The Princeton Review and U.S. 
News & World Report. It has been recognized among MBA Programs Where 
Grads Make More Money Than They Owe. The Evening MBA was included    
among the top 200 MBA programs in the country, and the Online MBA was 
ranked among the top 100 Online MBA programs nationwide by U.S. News  
& World Report. 

School of Engineering
Macon and Online — Mercer’s innovative and academically challenging 

engineering and engineering-related programs provide students with a 
comprehensive education, featuring a solid foundation in mathematics and 
sciences, a core engineering curriculum, a range of courses in engineering 
specialties and a strong emphasis on communication technologies. The School 
of Engineering marked its 30th anniversary in 2015, and its undergraduate 
program is consistently ranked among the top programs in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report. Known for its breadth of instruction in its  
undergraduate program and its 4+1 integrated bachelor’s and master’s degree 
program, Mercer combines technical education with hands-on laboratory 
experience, research and real-world problem solving. The School has produced 
six national Goldwater Scholars in the last two years — the most of any 
institution in the country — and seven Department of Defense SMART 
Scholars in the last five years.

College of Education
Macon, Atlanta, Douglas County, Henry County and Online —   

Mercer’s Tift College of Education prepares more professional educators than 
any other private institution in Georgia. It offers baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees for teacher education, including initial certification and teacher 
advancement, and educational leadership. Tift College of Education offers 
programs approved by the Georgia Professional Standards Commission. Guided 
by the conceptual framework of “The Transforming Educator,” the College 
supports those who aspire to grow professionally throughout their careers, while 
also seeking to transform the lives of students. Programs are offered on the 
Macon and Atlanta campuses, as well as regional academic centers in Douglas 
County and Henry County. In addition, the College offers some online and 
hybrid graduate-level programs.

School of Theology
Atlanta — Established in 1996, Mercer’s James and Carolyn McAfee 

School of Theology brings Jesse Mercer’s founding vision of providing   
students with a classical and theological education full circle as it prepares 
students for ministry in the church and beyond. McAfee shares Jesse Mercer’s 
concern that churches have pastor-leaders who understand Scripture and can 
clearly articulate their Christian beliefs. The mission is to prepare ministers 
who will inspire the Church and the world to imagine, discover and create 
God’s future. The School offers master’s and doctoral degrees, along with 
several ministry concentrations. The innovative, fully-integrated curriculum is 
taught by nationally recognized scholars who are committed Christians. Along 
with a network of partner churches, McAfee is affiliated with the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship.

College of Professional Advancement
Macon, Atlanta, Douglas County, Henry County and Online — Mercer 

University’s College of Professional Advancement is committed to offering 
undergraduate, graduate and certificate programs, along with lifelong learning 
opportunities, for adults who seek leadership roles in their community and 
beyond, professional transition and advancement, and lives that have meaning 
and purpose. Educational programs support the needs of statistical high-growth 
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and high-demand employment sectors and provide students with a distinctive, 
multidisciplinary curriculum that integrates theory and practice. Areas of study 
include counseling and human services, healthcare and health care sciences, 
leadership and administration, liberal arts, public safety and technology. 

School of Music
Macon — Mercer’s Townsend School of Music is nationally recognized 

for its artist faculty, award-winning students, wide range of performance 
ensembles and state-of-the-art facilities. Townsend offers a thorough and 
rigorous curriculum, providing a conservatory-quality music education within a 
university environment. Students benefit from small class sizes and individual 
instruction from faculty who regularly perform on campus and at major 
national and international venues. Specialized music programs include the 
Robert McDuffie Center for Strings and the Townsend-McAfee Institute for 
Graduate Church Music Studies.

Mercer University Libraries  
The Mercer University Libraries seek to embody a patron-driven 

philosophy by practicing excellent customer service, making available 
learning-centered gateways of information resources, and by offering robust 
collections in support of the academic mission of the Mercer University 
community. The Mercer libraries provide a wide range of print materials and 
a hearty selection of eBooks and eJournals through purchase, subscription and 
online consortia.

In addition, the libraries participate in the campus academic enterprise 
through group information literacy sessions, one-on-one reference tutorials, 
and through the availability of cloud-based reference tools designed for 24/7 
access to online tutorials and electronic resources. Reference librarians consult 
with teaching faculty on focused research assignments and deliver subject-
specific liaison support in order to bolster and support research and instruction.

Computer support for research, writing and printing is available. The 
various library facilities contain multiple spaces designed for mixed study 
environments, including comfortable spaces for group gatherings, quiet areas 
for individual work, and private group study rooms for collaborative projects. 

Mercer health sciences center

The Mercer Health Sciences Center, a multi-campus academic health 
center, encompasses the School of Medicine, College of Pharmacy, College 
of Nursing and College of Health Professions. The Health Sciences Center 
enrolls more than 2,000 students, employs 400 full-time faculty and staff and 
annually graduates more than 500 physicians, nurses and nurse educators, as 
well as family nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, physician assistants, 
pharmacists, physical therapists, family therapists, athletic trainers, clinical 
psychologists, public health professionals and biomedical scientists.

School of Medicine
Macon, Savannah and Columbus — The School of Medicine was 

established in 1982 to educate physicians and health professionals to meet the 
primary care and healthcare needs of rural and medically underserved areas of 
Georgia. The Mercer School of Medicine Doctor of Medicine program utilizes 
a problem-based education that provides early patient care experiences. The 
School’s academic environment fosters the development of clinical problem-
solving and instills in each student an awareness of the place of the basic 
medical sciences in medical practice. The School of Medicine operates two 
four-year campuses. Following their second year, students participate in core 
clinical clerkships at the School’s teaching hospitals: Navicent Health and 
Coliseum Medical Center in Macon, Memorial University Medical Center 
in Savannah, The Midtown Medical Center and St. Francis Hospital in 
Columbus, Fairview Park Hospital in Dublin, Memorial Satilla Health in 
Waycross, Orange Park Medical Center in Jacksonville, Florida, and Trident 
Medical Center in Charleston, South Carolina. Students also experience 
clinical and population health clerkships in rural areas of Georgia. 

College of Pharmacy
Atlanta — The College of Pharmacy advances health through innovations 

in teaching, research, patient-centered care and service. Mercer is ranked 
the No. 1 private pharmacy school in the Southeast by U.S. News & World 
Report. With an enrollment of more than 550 students and a distinguished 

faculty of scientists and clinicians, the College houses several centers focusing 
on research, teaching and learning. The College’s motto, “A Tradition of 
Excellence, a Legacy of Caring,” frames its philosophy of providing excellent 
academic programs in an environment where every student matters and every 
person counts.

College of Nursing
Atlanta — Mercer’s nationally recognized Georgia Baptist College of 

Nursing is the longest established nursing program in Georgia. With a rich 
history dating back to 1902 and more than 8,200 alumni, the College is 
grounded in the heritage of excellence in nursing education. The College 
strives to advance the nursing workforce through multiple degree options, 
and faculty are devoted to academic excellence through a student-centered 
approach to learning. Nursing faculty are dedicated to the development of 
professional nurses committed to scholarship, leadership, practice, research and 
service within a culture of academic excellence.

College of Health Professions
The College of Health Professions is composed of five disciplines: physical 

therapy, physician assistant studies, public health, clinical psychology and 
athletic training. In addition to its degree offerings, the College offers post-
professional residencies and fellowships and operates an onsite physical therapy 
clinic. With an overall enrollment of more than 600 students, the College 
seeks to improve the health and quality of life of individuals and society 
through excellence in teaching, research and service.

University athletics

Mercer University is the only NCAA Division I private institution in 
Georgia and competes in the historic Southern Conference. In the 2018-
2019 academic year, 73 percent of Mercer student-athletes achieved a GPA 
of 3.0 or better. The average GPA for all student-athletes for the year was 
3.412. Mercer athletes led the SoCon with 309 named to the Academic 
Honor Roll, including 79 who earned a 4.0 GPA. Mercer’s 18 intercollegiate 
teams include men’s baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, lacrosse, 
soccer and tennis; and women’s basketball, cross country, golf, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, tennis, beach volleyball, track and volleyball. Other members of the 
Southern Conference include: the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 
East Tennessee State University, Furman University, the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro, Samford University, The Citadel, Virginia Military 
Institute, Western Carolina University and Wofford College.

Mercer engineering research center

Mercer Engineering Research Center (MERC) is the nonprofit applied 
research operating unit of Mercer University. Located in Warner Robins, 
Georgia, MERC was established in 1987 to provide engineering and scientific 
services, research, and specialized technical expertise to Robins Air Force  
Base, other Department of Defense entities and commercial customers. 
MERC’s core competencies include electronics engineering, electronic     
warfare, test and evaluation, embedded software, custom software 
development, cybersecurity, computational fluid dynamics, human factors and 
biomechanics, finite element analysis, structural integrity, mechanical testing, 
non-destructive inspection, reverse engineering and prototyping. MERC 
employs interns who work closely with MERC engineers and scientists in a 
broad range of areas supporting the execution of contracts. This opportunity 
allows students to obtain hands-on experience, adding depth to their education 
while gaining a better understanding of expertise provided to customers in 
solving real-world problems.

Mercer University Press

Mercer University Press has published more than 1,550 books since its 
establishment in 1979. It publishes approximately 30 to 32 new books each 
year in the areas of religion, philosophy, Southern history, regional studies    
and creative writing. The Press holds membership in the Association of 
University Presses, and in 2019 received the Georgia Governor’s Award for  
the Arts and Humanities.
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The medallion is worn by faculty, administrators and students who are 
members of the National Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, an organization that 

initiates members from all disciplines. The cloisonné enamel medallion is decorated 
with the badge of the Society and is suspended from a blue, grosgrain ribbon.

the Medallion of Phi kaPPa Phi

alMa Mater

Macon caMPUs

On the city’s western border
Reared against the sky,

Proudly stands our Alma Mater,
As the years roll by.

Chorus
Forward ever be thy watchword,

Conquer and prevail.
Hail to thee, O Alma Mater!

Mercer, Hail all Hail!

Cherished by thy sons and daughters,
Mem’ries sweet shall throng

Round our hearts, O Alma Mater,
As we sing our song.

atlanta caMPUs

On the city’s eastern border
Reared against the sky,

Proudly stands our Alma Mater,
As the years roll by.

Chorus
Forward ever be thy watchword

Conquer and prevail.
Hail to thee, O Alma Mater!

Mercer, Hail all Hail!

Cherished by thy sons and daughters
Mem’ries sweet shall throng

Round our hearts, O Alma Mater,
As we sing our song.
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Roy (Kevin) Head
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David E. Linch
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re g i o n a l ac a d e M i c ce n t e r s

doUglas coUnTy cenTer

975 Blairs Bridge Road | Lithia Springs, Georgia 30122
(678) 547-6200 | (800) 548-7115

 

Henry coUnTy cenTer

160 Henry Parkway | McDonough, Georgia 30253
(678) 547-6100 | (877) 840-8599

te a c h i n g ho s P i ta l s

navicenT HealTH

777 Hemlock Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

(478) 633-1000

MeMorial UniversiTy 
Medical cenTer

4700 Waters Avenue
Savannah, Georgia 31404

(912) 350-8000

PiedMonT colUMbUs 
regional

710 Center Street
Columbus, Georgia 31901

(706) 571-1000 

sT. francis HosPiTal

2122 Manchester Expressway 
Columbus, Georgia 31904

(706) 596-4000

coliseUM Medical cenTers

350 Hospital Drive
Macon, Georgia 31217

(478) 765-7000

TifT regional

Medical cenTer

901 East 18th Street
Tifton, Georgia 31794

(229) 382-7120

THe MidTown

Medical cenTer

710 Center Street
Columbus, Georgia 31901

(706) 660-6191

fairview ParK HosPiTal 
200 Industrial Boulevard
Dublin, Georgia 31021

(478) 275-2000

MeMorial saTilla HealTH

1900 Tebeau Street
Waycross, Georgia 31501

(912) 283-3030

orange ParK 
Medical cenTer

2001 Kingsley Avenue
Orange Park, Florida 32073

(904) 639-8500

TridenT Medical cenTer

9330 Medical Plaza Drive
Charleston, South Carolina 29406

(843) 797-7000

ed U c at i o n a l Pa rt n e r

robins air force base

Warner Robins, Georgia

ot h e r oP e r at i n g Un i t s

Mercer engineering 
researcH cenTer 

(Merc)
135 Osigian Boulevard

Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
(478) 953-6800

Mercer Medicine

250 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard

Macon, Georgia 31201
(478) 301-4111

Mercer UniversiTy 
Press

368 Orange Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

(478) 301-2880

THe grand oPera HoUse

651 Mulberry Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

(478) 301-5460

Mercer MUsic aT 
caPricorn

540 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard

Macon, Georgia 31201
(478) 257-5327

Me rc e r Un i v e r s i t y li b r a ry

JacK Tarver library 
Macon

(478) 301-2961

Monroe f. swilley Jr. library 
aTlanTa

(678) 547-6280

regional acadeMic cenTer 
library services

Douglas County, Henry County
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Macon

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
School of Business | School of Engineering
School of Medicine | College of Education

School of Music | School of Law
College of Professional Advancement

College of Health Professions

1501 Mercer University Drive
Macon, Georgia 31207

(478) 301-2700 (Switchboard)
(800) 342-0841 (Georgia)

(800) 637-2378 (Out-of-State)

atlanta

College of Pharmacy | School of Business
College of Nursing | School of Theology

College of Education
College of Professional Advancement

College of Health Professions  

3001 Mercer University Drive
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

(678) 547-6000 (Switchboard)

savannah

School of Medicine
1250 East 66th Street

Savannah, Georgia 31404
(912) 721-8144

colUMbUs

School of Medicine
33 West 11th Street

Columbus, Georgia 31901
(706) 223-5119
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